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NEWS PLUS 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 
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SUT’S PANORAMA 


Wythall’s GREEN LINE 14 

Green Line Routemaster RCL22I9 has resided at the Transport Museum, 
Wythall for several decades. Now it’s up and running again and turning 
heads — an unusual sight on the streets of Birmingham for sure! 

STILL IN SERVICE 18 

DAVID JUKES presents this month’s selection of the more mature buses 
and coaches still plying theirtrade on the UK’s roads. All were photographed 
duringjune 2016. 

ACTING ON IMPULSE 22 

Steve Kirk reckons he has learned a lot about preservation since buying 
his Leyland National on impulse. NICK LARKIN reports. 

COACHING CLASSICS: 

‘HIRE SOUTHDOWN FOR YOUR PRIVATE PARTY’ 26 

At one time, Southdown was noted for having the largest fleet of coaches 
in the UK. We review many of the huge variety of coaches operated 
before the days of NBC and the inevitable decline in coach travel. 

TRUSTY TITAN RIDES AGAIN 30 

JOHN G. LIDSTONE looks at newly restored Southend Corporation 
Transport Leyland Titan 336. 

BASILDON’S FIRST 37 

PHILIP LAMB attends the very first Basildon Bus Rally to bring you 
some of the varied vehicles at the event. 

DOWN IN THE VALLEY 38 

SHANE ROSS visits the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway’s annual bus rally. 

SEEING DOUBLE 40 

We went to Heath Common to see a reunion this year, and as you 
will see, we were not disappointed . .. 

AFTER THEY WERE FAMOUS: TENACIOUS TITANS 44 

This month’s choice of venerable non-PSVs comprises a selection of 
Leyland Titans putting off their ‘use by’ dates ... 

DENNIS ANNIVERSARY 47 

Thirty years on from its official launch, Leicester Dennis Dominator 
No 100 (Cl00 UBC) was back on the road to celebrate its anniversary. 
SIMON GILL reports having attended both occasions. 

RETURN JOURNEY: LOOKING BACK AT LEICESTER 52 

This month we join local enthusiasts in admiring the city’s smart cream 
and maroon buses, of which it was justifiably proud. 

TURNING BACK THE CLOCK 54 

Former London Transport Country Area bus RF672 has been 
painstakingly restored to original condition since acquisition for continued 
preservation by its current owners 40 years ago. DAVID JUKES reports. 

THE MODEL PAGE 60 

EFE’s revised casting of the RT/RTL bus comes into our headlights. 

With NIGEL APPLEFORD. 

OFF ROUTE 64 

Nostalgia from Newcastle and some highly unusual omnibus related 
material to promote a trip to Japan by Routemaster are among 
NICK LARKIN’s subjects this month. 

BUSMART 67/1 

B&.CP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 


Cover: RCL22I9 (CUV 2I9C) is a long-term Wythall resident. 
This year it is back on the road following many years’ absence 
becoming a major player in the running fleet. Read the 
Routemaster’s story on pagel4. PHILIP LAMB 


This month we return to Sheffield to take a brief look as one of our 
most respected coach operators. Based in Charlotte Road, Sheffield, 
Sheffield United Tours, noted for its extensive programme of 
extended tours, came to a somewhat ignominious end, when as a 
privatised former member of the National Bus Company it tried its 
hand, spectacularly unsuccessfully, at running local bus services. 

There had been, however, better times. Lead customer for 
the Plaxton Panorama, in its heyday in the 1960s it favoured the 
Scarborough builder’s products on AEC Reliance chassis from the 
late-1950s through to its inclusion in the NBC and beyond. It was 
indeed the Panorama in its various guises which the company’s 
memory has become inextricably linked. The immaculately turned 
out red and grey coaches, with extra chrome, were a familiar 
sight everywhere tourists could be found. Indeed, in summer 
travelling home from school along Southsea Seafront on a Saturday 
lunchtime (imagine that today), your Editor was always thrilled to 
see an SUT coach loading outside the seafront hotels ready for the 
220 mile trip home — in style naturally! 


MAIN PICTURE: To your Editor’s eye, this version of the 
Plaxton Panorama, for underfloor-engine-chassis and 
introduced in 1961 to correspond with the increase in the 
maximum permitted length for coaches to 36ft, was by far 
the best. The coachwork’s sleek and clean lines are enhanced 
by the extra chrome on the side panels, a feature used by 
a number of other prestigious operators such as Straws of 
Leicester. Seen here under cloudless skies outside Charlotte 
Road in March 1971 are 1961/2 deliveries 320/8/9/32 (1320 
WA, 328/9/32 BWB) all looking immaculate despite being but 
a couple of years before withdrawal. Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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BELOW: The third version of the Panorama was launched at 
the 1965 Commercial Motor Show, and again SUT was amongst 
the first customers purchasing 10 for early delivery. A further 
11 arrived in 1966 and another 9 in 167, of which No 384 
(OWA 384E) is seen here on trade plates, obviously delicensed 
for the winter at Charlotte Road on 20 January 1972. 


LEFT: From the initial Panorama deliveries we see No 302 
(6302 WE) still displaying traditional Plaxton features such as 
the dinner-plate’ grille. New in 1959, No 302 is seen departing 
Doncaster South bus station on a day service to Bridlington. 
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76PAN-004 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


MODELS DUE 
JULY/AUG/SEP 


EFE 


OUR PRICE £25 

RRP £34.50 


24906 FIRST CAPITAL CITYBUS—MERCEDES HOPPA (212 Walthamstow) 
27319 SCOUT—LEYLAND TD1 Enclosed Staircase (Blackpool) 

16016 TODMORDEN / BRITISH RAIL—LEYLAND PD2 H’BRIDGE (Keighley) 
16231 EASTERN COUNTIES—BRISTOL MW/LS ECW COACH (207 Service) 
20457 EASTERN COUNTIES—BRISTOL VRT III BUS (604 Martham) 
20652 ORPINGTON BUSES—DENNIS DART (R9 Orpington Station) 
24907 FIRST CYMRU—MERCEDES 609D MINIBUS (44 Greenfell Park) 
35213 MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT—BET 36’ WEYMANN BUS (180 Brighton) 

DELAYED MODELS 

31515 LONDON TRANSPORT—AEC ROUTEMASTER (177 Abbey Wood) 
12122 SOUTHDOWN—HARRINGTON CAVALIER (Wales, North Ireland) 
34112 LONDON TRANSPORT—AEC RT3 (12 Oxford Circus) 

12311 MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT—Harrington Grenadier (Bournemouth) 
15808 EAST KENT—LEYLAND PD1 (66 Ramsgate Harbour) 

36007 BARTON—LEYLAND RTL (18 Chilwell) 

38123 CITY OF OXFORD—BRISTOL VRT (82 Aylesbury) 


STILL AVAILABLE 
EFE 17312 
EAST KENT 
LEYLAND NATIONAL 


STILL AVAILABLE 
EFE 31808 
BEA 

ROUTEMASTER RMA 


STILL AVAILABLE 
EFE 25212 
SOUTHDOWN NBC 
BRISTOL RELL BUS 


STILL AVAILABLE 
EFE 38126 
RIBBLE 
BRISTOL VRT 


Please note that model release dates 
that are announced are all subject to 
change, some models are already 6-12 
months behind their scheduled dates 
whilst others are released on time. 
For the latest information and dates 
please check our website which is 
updated at regular intervals 

www.ywbc.co.uk 


SELECTION OF GORGI MODELS ON OFFER JUST £19 EACH 


41416A/B Hartlepool - Regent 
41610A/B Ashton - Crossley 
42521A/B Preston - Trident 
45123A/B Leicester - Metrobus 

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 


46308B Black Prince - RM 
46309A/B East Midlands - RM 
46507A/B Delaine - Gemini 2 
46706A/B Celtic Travel - Eclipse2 
46709A/B Perrymans - Eclipse 2 
46710A/B First Hants - Eclipse 2 


CORGI JAN—JUNE 2016 Our Price £25 (rrp £34.99) 

41230A FIRST WEST YORKSHIRE—WRIGHT ECLIPSE GEMINI (33 Leeds) £25 Available 
41230B FIRST WEST YORKSHIRE—WRIGHT ECLIPSE GEMINI (87 Morley) £25 Available 
41417A GLASGOW CORPORATION—DAIMLER ROE (45 Rouken Glen) £25 Available 
41417B GLASGOW CORPORATION—DAIMLER ROE (48A Priesthill) £25 Available 
41418A IPSWICH CORPORATION—AEC REGENT V (X Ipswich Station) £25 Available 
41418B IPSWICH CORPORATION—AEC REGENT V (3 Rushmere Heath) £25 Available 
41913A SOUTH DOWN—LEYLAND PD3 QUEEN MARY OPEN TOP (197 Eastbourne) £25 
41913B SOUTHDOWN—LEYLAND PD3 QUEEN MARY OPEN TOP (197 Beachy Head) £25 
46310 LONDON TRANSPORT—CLASSIC ROUTEMASTER SOLD OUT 
46510A THE WITCH WAY—WRIGHT GEMINI ECLIPSE 2 (X43 Burnley Bus Stn) £25 
46510B THE WITCH WAY—WRIGHT GEMINI ECLIPSE 2 (X43 Manchester) £25 
46613 LONDON UNITED— BORISMASTER Standard Livery (9 Hammersmith) £15 
46614A GO AHEAD LONDON—NBFLSilver & Red Livery (453 Deptford) £25 Available 
46614B GO AHEAD LONDON—NBFLSilver & Red Livery (453 Marylebone) £25 Available 
46615A ARRIVA—BORISMASTER Coca Cola Livery (137 Streatham Hill) £25 
46615B ARRIVA—BORISMASTER Coca Cola Livery (137 Oxford Circus) £25 
SEE WEB SITE FOR REVISED RELEASE DATES 

CORGI JULY—DECEMBER 2016 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

46509A GREEN LINE COACHES—WRIGHT GEMINI 2 (702 London) 
46509B GREEN LINE COACHES—WRIGHT GEMINI 2 (15 Tower Hill) 
46511 HARRY POTTER WARNER STUDIOS—WRIGHT GEMINI 2 
46616A GO AHEAD LONDON—NBFL HERITAGE LIVERY 11 Liverpool Street 
46616B GO AHEAD LONDON—NBFL HERITAGE LIVERY (11 Fulham B’way) 
46712A LOTHIAN BUSES—ECLIPSE 2 (43 Waverley) 

46712B LOTHIAN BUSES—ECLIPSE 2 (21 Leith Links) 

ALL MODELS £25 EACH 

OXFORD MODELS AVAILABLE NOW 

1:76 Scale 


£14 


76WFA004 Bartons AEC Weymann Fanfare 


£15 


£14 


76PD2-02 Midland Red Leyland Titan 


76PAN-003 
fotters of Glasgow 
Plaxton Panorama 


£14 


£16 


POSTAL CHARGES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL MARCH 2017 

For Models Posted Out Together 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £4: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £5 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Cash, Bank Transfer only 
Sorry we do NOT accept Debit / Credit cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


CONTACT ADDRESS 

YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB Lr 
71 TAYLOR ROAD W i 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 0PB 


76PD2-003 Southdown Leyland Titan 1 

Yorkshire Woollen 


RALLY DATES FOR 2016 SEASON 

7Aug Gosport 

14 Aug Dewsbury Museum 
20/21 Aug Lathalmond 
Museum, Dunfermline 

28/29 Aug Wythall Museum 

4 Sept Leicester Rally & 

First Bus Open Day 

11 Sept Weston super Mare 
Crosville Bus Rally 

18 Sept Potteries 
Connection Bus Rally 

25 Sept Showbus 
Donnington Park 

2 Oct Oxford Bus Museum 

9 Oct Wythall Bus Museum 

16 Oct Aston Manor Museum 
23 Oct Brooklands Museum 

29 Oct Wythall Twilight Event 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE AT Y.W.B.C 
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Editorial contributions: 

We welcome digital images, but regret we are no longer 
able to take any responsibility for prints or transparencies, 
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ourselves. If e-mailing please send only high-resolution 
images. Contributors are responsible for verifying 
copyright. Items accepted will be paid for at our standard 
rates in force at the time of publication. Documentation 
must accompany all contributions. Articles are also 
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nature (ie 500 words or more) that you contact us first 
to discuss your ideas. Neither the Editor nor Presbus 
Publishing can be held responsible for any loss/damage 
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Looking forward 


Thanks to all those who have responded 
with tremendous support for our remarks 
about the small minority amongst us who 
are reluctant to pay their way at events and 
open days. We all operate in an environment 
strapped for cash with many people making 
super-human efforts to further the cause of 
bus preservation, not only for ourselves, but 
also for generations to come for little or no 
reward. 

What to do, apart from appealing to 
people’s better nature, no-one seems to 
know, especially given the worsening 
economic climate. So please if you have 
not given it some thought, please try to 
contribute, albeit in a small way, towards 
keeping running and open day costs down. 
Vehicle restoration comes at huge cost. 
Keeping a bus on the road afterwards is 
a massive drain on resources too, not to 
mention diesel prices. 

Buying a programme or paying a museum/ 
event admission fee helps to ensure that 
putting on events does not take money away 
from the heavy responsibilities mentioned 
above. And, if you are a ‘secondhand’ 

B&CP reader, how about buying your own 
copy hot off the press? We here at B&CP 
too need all the revenue we get to keep the 
magazine going — more would give us scope 
to improve the magazine further. Taking out 
a subscription cuts out the expensive cost 
of handling through newstrade outlets, plus 
there are always great offers available for 
those taking out a new subscription. 


And now B&CP is available on line. To 
download the digital version of the magazine, 
visit www.pocketmags.com. In the search box 
at the top of the page enter Bus Preservation 
and then click on the front of B&CP to view 
how to buy! Don’t forget to register for your 
PocketMags account, this will enable you to 
view your issues on a wide variety of devices 
including most mobiles and tablets. 

We are at last able to announce details 
of next year’s B&CP New Year event. This 
will take place on Monday 2 January 2017 at 
Coventry Rugby Club, near the city centre 
and the railway station. Shuttle buses and 
local trips will be provided using several 
local buses sourced from Roger Burdett’s 
extensive collection. Visiting vehicles are 
very welcome, but please book in advance 
before 15 December, by getting in touch 
DIRECTLY with Roger, whose contact 
details appear in the advert elsewhere in this 
issue. Stalls will be situated indoors at the 
Rugby Club, where refreshments will also be 
available. Programmes, including a vehicle 
graph, will be available from 1 December 
onwards, priced at £4 (£3 in advance from 
the B&CP editorial office). There is no 
additional charge for access to the trade, 
toilet and refreshment area. Traders, wishing 
to attend should contact Sandra at the 
Presbus office. 

In addition we are supporting the Oxford 
Bus Museum New Year Open day on Sunday 
1 January with free bus rides and trade stalls. 
Hope to see you at BOTH events! 


Please send your contributions to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation, Unit 12, Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry CV2 2NP. 
E-mail: busandcoachpreservation@gmail.com 

Opinions and views expressed in this magazine are 
not necessarily those of the Editor nor of Presbus 
Publishing. 

We are unable to guarantee the bona fldes of any of our 
advertisers. Readers are strongly recommended to take 
their own precautions before parting with any information 
or item of value, including, but not limited to money, 
manuscripts, photographs or personal information in 
response to any advertisement within this publication. 

Bus & Coach Preservation is published on the first 
Thursday of the month preceding the cover date. All rights 
reserved. No parts of this magazine may be produced 
or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any 
information storage and retrieval system, without prior 
permission in writing from the copyright owner. Multiple 
copying of the contents of the magazine without prior 
written approval is not permitted. 

© 2016 Presbus Publishing 
Unit 12, Redland Close, 

Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, 

Coventry CV2 2NP 

E-mail: busandcoachpreservation@gmail.com 
ISSN 1462 1886 
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Imberbus 2016 


Imberbus this year is being held on 
Saturday 20 August. A fleet of former 
London Transport Routemasters, plus a 
small number of guest vehicles will operate 
an intensive service from Warminster 
railway station to Imber and other 
isolated locations on Salisbury 
Plain throughout the day. 

Light refreshments will 
be available at St Giles 


Church, Imber and the railway station 
buffet at Warminster will be open from 
07.00 to 19.30. There are a number of 
pubs and other eating establishments in 
Warminster, plus country pubs in Tilshead, 
the Lavingtons and 

Chitterne, whilst it is 
likely that Chitterne 
Village Hall (close to 
the bus terminus) 
will be open for 
light refreshments. 


UK Transport will have a limited stock stall 
at Imber, but this will be cash sales only as 
not unreasonably, there’s no mobile signal 
for a card machine. 

Further information, including the full 
timetable, will be available from early 
August on www.imberbus.wordpress. 
com/, or by sending a 9x4 SAE to UK 
Transport, 4 Saxon’s Acre, Warminster 
BAI2 8HT, marking the envelope Imberbus 
2016 Timetable in the top left corner. 
Picture: NIGEL APPLEFORD 




Another RF returns to the road 


Sunday 12 June saw RF636 (NLE 636) 
experienced its first day out following its 
first re-certification for at least 10 years. 

Its claim to fame is that in 1954, London 
Transport converted three of its then new 
RF class vehicles to assess their suitability 


for one-man operation. This involved 
modifying the cabs by increasing their width 
and the fitting of Ultimate ticket machines, 
in the same way that Huddersfield JOC 
had done with its Guy single-deckers. 

On its first running-in day’ (not 


carrying passengers but checking all was 
ok) RF636 was taken to the Leatherhead 
Running Day to meet up with the other 
wide cab survivor, RF539, owned by Keith 
Valla. The full story of RF636 will appear 
in B&CP soon. Pictures: KEITH VALLA 



Trust Signs Service Level Agreement 


The Southampton & District Transport 
Heritage Trust (S&DTHT) is very pleased 
to announce that following many months 
of work with various departments at 
Southampton City Council, the Service 
Level Agreement (SLA) for Council-owned 
Guy Arabs (64, FTR5II and 71, LOW 217) 
was signed on Friday 8 July. 

The agreement had been in force since 
I April 2016, but was formally sealed on 
Friday 8 July at the Seacity Museum by Lisa 
Sheppard, Head of Heritage & Arts 
at Southampton City Council. 

Trust Chairman David Hutchings said: 


‘I would like to thank everyone for 
their assistance with keeping the 
Guys on the road and for moral 
support in achieving this fine result’. 

The picture shows Lisa Sheppard 
with David Hutchings, who is holding 
a poster for the Heritage Open 
Weekend over the weekend of 
Saturday/Sunday 10/11 September. 

Heritage Sites citywide will be 
offering free admission, connected by 
free vintage bus services operated by 
S&DTHT. More information can be 
found at www.shods.org.uk 


X’ I 
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Two more 
Bedfords saved 
for preservation 

Robert Bishop of East Sussex advises 
that he has secured two Bedford 
coaches for preservation. The first 
is C658 KVW, a rare combination of 
Bedford YNV with Van Hool Alizee 
body. This coach was new to Fords of 
Althorne, Essex, and was last in service 
with Bakewell Coaches of Derbyshire. 

It is currently being returned to original 
livery. 

The second coach is D66 ONS, 
another Bedford YNV but with Duple 
320 coachwork. It was new to Davies of 
Rye for National Express work and was 
last used in service by Fords of Althorne. 
It is currently under restoration. 

Robert would be interested in 
any photographs of either coach but 
particularly of D66 ONS in National 
Express livery. Please contact him on 
07780 730005 if you can help. 



Bedford SB 
finds new owner 

Bedford SB5/Plaxton Embassy II, 103 
GAA new to Barfoot, t/a Princess 
Coaches, Southampton in January 1963, 
has recently been reacquired by Ian 
Barfoot still trading as Princess Coaches 
of West End, Southampton. 

103 GAA has had a chequered life. 

It moved to Fishwick of Darlington in 
the early 1990s before returning south 
again by 2002 in the ownership of 
Brian Guilmant of Southampton, with 
whom it was regularly seen at local 
rallies including the then annual FoKAB 
New Year’s Day event at Winchester. 
Brian sold it in 2004 to a new owner in 
Dartford who did not use the coach, 
storing in the open for some 12 years at 
a yard in North Baddesley, Hants, doing 
it no favours. The picture was taken at 
North Baddesley in January 2011. 

Report and picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 


Blackpool Balcony 40 relaunched 



CRICH 


VILLAGE 


Jane Cole, Managing Director, and Bryan 
Lindop, Head of Heritage at Blackpool 
Transport Services will be guests at 
Crich Tramway Village, for a ceremony 
to re-launch Blackpool Balcony Car 40 in 
passenger service on Tuesday 26 July 2016. 

Having received an overhaul, and a 
repaint, car 40 will be emerging from 
Crich’s conservation workshop in pristine 
condition and ready for many more active 
passenger-carrying years. Attention 
to detail has included ensuring that 
the colours more accurately depict the 
originals. Scumble has been used to create 
the wood-effect for some of the panels. 


Rolling Stock Engineer at Crich, Peter 
Bird said: Tt will be great to have one of the 
stalwarts of the fleet back in action. It was 
always popular with visitors and our crews.’ 

TMS Chairman, Colin Heaton: 
‘Tramway Museum Society links with 
Blackpool Corporation Transport/ 
Blackpool Transport Services go back to 
the 1940s, and we hope that this will be 
reinforced by welcoming Jane Cole and 
Bryan Lindop to re-launch Blackpool 
Balcony 40’. 

Crich Tramway Village is open daily 
from 10.00-17.30 (last admission 16.00) 
until 30 October 2016. 


Oxford horse drawn tram 


In 1881, the horse drawn tram was the 
latest thing in modern passenger travel 
and just the ticket for solving Oxford’s 
traffic and travel problems. It was also a 
masterpiece of British craftsmanship and 
in many ways also a work of art. 

Horse drawn trams have long since 
vanished from Oxford’s streets but 
one has been rescued, and, following 
years of devoted work by highly skilled 
volunteers will be the star attraction this 
summer at the Oxford Bus Museum. 

The new exhibit was unveiled by the 
Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, 


John Harwood, on Wednesday 13 July. 

John Harwood said: This tram has 
been restored over the last five years 
with loving attention to its period details, 
rather longer than it took to build in the 
first place. And even more impressive is 
that it has all been done by a dedicated 
team of volunteers who deserve huge 
congratulations for their skill and 
perseverance. 

‘While it sadly won’t be able to ply its 
trade on the streets of Oxford, it does give 
a glimpse of a time when public transport 
was slower, but rather more elegant.’ 
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Crich Ladies Day on the Trams 



Saturday 9 July featured a team of ladies 
manning vintage trams at Crich Tramway 
Village. Drivers included Sarah Brightman 


and Heidi Hughes, while amongst the 
conductors were Cheryl Boothroyd, Sarah 
Redmond and Sue Whiteley. 

Heidi Hughes, who has been 
volunteering at Crich for five years and 
works during the week as a Business 
Director for Barnstondale Residential 
Activity Centre in The Wirral, said: 

‘We’ve been hoping to get together an all¬ 
female crew for some time, and we could 
finally do this from our fantastic team 
of enthusiastic volunteers. We are also 
starting to get more young people training 
as conductors, some of whom will go on 
to be tram drivers of the future, but we 
encourage more women to get involved. 
It’s an exciting time and we need to keep 
the trams moving for many years to come.’ 

Crich Tramway Village is open daily 
until 30 October 2016 from 10.00 - 17.30 
(last admissions 16.00). 

Our picture, by GORDON BURCH, 
shows: Sarah Brightman driving with 
from the left: Hannah Douthwaite, 

Ruth Barbour and Heidi Hughes. 


Long -lost SB found in Norfolk 



Bedford SBG/Duple Vega SPW 999 has 
recently appeared on eBay having been 
stored in the North Walsham area for 
some 25 years. 

SPW 999 is believed to have been new 
to Babbage t/a Green Grey of Cromer, 
Norfolk in 1955. It passed to Reynolds 


of Caister in April 1962 before being 
acquired by a private owner about 25 years 
ago. It is in poor condition but still with 
seats and interior. It was expected to go 
for restoration or spares, and in the end 
sold for an incredible £3,30 5. 

Picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 


Grant for Aldridge 
Transport Museum 

Aston Manor Road Transport Museum, 
now based in Aldridge, has been awarded 
a grant of £7,700 towards an exciting 
project: ‘Presenting a Wealth of Heritage 
to the Community’. The project will 
document the history of transport in 
the region through a booklet based on 
the Museum’s collection and share the 
information more widely, particularly by 
working with local schools. 

The Museum has now been based in 
Aldridge since 2011, and has added many 
vehicles and displays to its collection 
which bring to life the fascinating history 
of public and commercial road transport 
in the West Midlands. This new project 
will launch with an event including 
presentations and talks featuring the new 
booklet which will be distributed to local 
primary schools, which will then be invited 
to fully funded visits at the Museum. 

Commenting on the award, chairman 
Martin Fisher said: ‘We are delighted 
to be able to share our enthusiasm 
for the transport heritage of the area, 
and especially to be able to welcome 
more young people to experience the 
Museum’. 

Vanessa Harbar, Head of the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, West Midlands, 
said: ‘Sharing heritage is a wonderful 
opportunity for communities to delve 
into their local heritage and we are 
delighted to be able to offer this grant so 
that “Presenting a Wealth of Heritage to 
the Community” can embark on a real 
journey of discovery. Heritage means 
such different things to different people, 
and HLF’s funding offers a wealth of 
opportunities for groups to explore and 
celebrate what’s important to them in 
their area.’ 


LVVS is watching you... 

The Society’s facilities at the Lincolnshire 
Road Transport Museum have been 
significantly enhanced with the 
installation of a very comprehensive 
CCTV system protecting the site. 

The board of the Lincolnshire 
Vintage Society greatly acknowledge 
the generous £ 10,790 grant from 
Cory Environmental Trust in Lincoln 
City which helped to make this 
improvement possible. Its website, www. 
coryenvironmental.co.uk/community- 
grants/lincoln-city, gives more details of 
the community grants available. 

The work was undertaken by local 
electrical and maintenance contractor 
Brook & Mayo and Freedom Fire 
and Security Maintenance Ltd. 
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Lothian Buses’ Central Depot celebrates 90 years 


Staff at Lothian Buses Central Depot, 
based in Annandale Street, Edinburgh 
celebrated the 90th Anniversary of its bus 
depot over the weekend of 16/17 July. 

Opened in 1922 at a cost of £40,000, 
the building was originally used as 


a 90,000sq ft industrial Exhibition 
Centre before being sold to Edinburgh 
Corporation Transport in 1926. 

The building was designed to be off 
the road to allow space for the expected 
crowds attending the Exhibition Centre. 



Lothian 


Many events were held over the four years 
including boxing matches, motor shows, 
Christmas fairs and home shows, which saw 
crowds of up to 20,000 people at a time. 

Richard Hall, Managing Director for 
Lothian Buses said: ‘90 years on and our 
Central Depot is now home to over 200 
buses and is operational 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year, as staff work around the 
clock to keep the city moving. 

‘The Depot will again open its doors 
to the public in September as part of 
Edinburgh’s Doors Open Day weekend 
and we look forward to welcoming visitors 
on the day.’ 

[See https://lothianbuses.co.uk/news/ 
article/Doors-Open-Day-is-Back] 

Lothian Buses Head Office is also 
based at Central Depot, which has been 
extended twice, once in 1933 and again in 
1963 to cope with the growing fleet. 


Mendip Mule makes a return visit 


The Mendip Mule , formerly Shanklins 
Pony TDL 564K made a return visit to 
the Isle of Wight over the weekend of the 
8-10 July. The 1971 ex Southern Vectis 
Bristol RE was de-roofed in 1986 and 
is now with the Mendip Mule Motorbus 
Co. This was its first return visit in many 


years, covering old open top routes, 44 
(Shanklin-Sandown) and 47 (Sandown 
Zoo-Ventnor), including Shanklin Old 
Village. 

The day enjoyed sunny weather which 
added to a great day, but don’t worry if 
you missed the trip — the ‘mule’ can be 


experienced in the Somerset, Devon and 
Dorset area, see Mendipmulemotorbus. 
co.uk, or there is a planned second trip 
to the Isle of Wight next year, and could 
meet up with sister unconverted RE TDL 
563K from the Isle of Wight Bus Museum. 
Picture: GRAHAM WHEELER 
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East Anglia Transport Museum London Event 


EATM held a ‘London Event’ over the the 80th Birthday of London Trolleybus 

weekend of 9/ 10 July in which the museum 260. It was a great success with vehicles 
along with over 1,000 visitors celebrated both old and new dated from 1903. 
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Like all open days at EATM, visitors 
could ride on trams, trolleybuses and the 
narrow gauge railway, with the addition 
of vintage taxi rides around the site, 
a free vintage bus service to and from 
Beccles and Lowestoft together with a 
free park and ride service. 

John Crisp, Chairman of East Anglia 
Transport Museum said: ‘The museum 
would like to thank all those who 
attended, both exhibitors and visitors, 
who helped make the weekend a success. 
We would also like to thank First Eastern 
Counties for supplying the ‘Park & Ride’ 
vehicles as well as the Co-op food store 
on Ashburnham Way for allowing the use 
of its car park.’ 

A full report appears next month. 
Meanwhile the EATM’s attention turns 
to its ‘Trolleybus Weekend’ to be held on 
Saturday/Sunday 24/25 September. 


Anyone have 
any spare fuses? 

The Cardiff & South Wales Trolleybus Project, featured in 
B&CP April/May issues of earlier this year, is seeking GEC 
Type 69 600v direct current fuses rated at 25amp and 
5ampsfor its Cardiff BUT 964IT trolleybuses Nos 243/62. 

Readers able to assist the project’s search are asked 
to contact C&SWTP Secretary Keith Walker by e-mail: 
keith_walker@hotmail.com. Further details regarding 
the C&SWTP may be found on its website: 
www.cardiff-trolleybus.org.uk 
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New Summer Heritage Service in Suffolk 


Buckland Coaches, based at Rendlesham 
in Suffolk, is to operate its 1929 Dennis 
ES (TE 7870) ‘Ermintrude’ and 1966 
Bristol MW6G (GRP 260D) ‘Florence’ on 
a half-hourly ‘heritage’ service 250 from 
Aldeburgh Fort Green to Thorpeness 
from 27 July to 29 August. 

Runnung on Wednesdays, Sundays and 
Bank Holiday Monday, the service means 
that visitors and residents can leave their 
cars and travel without parking problems. 

Said Managing Director Anthony 
Buckland: ‘It has always been a hope that 
we could do this, so we’ve now made the 
decision and hope we won’t regret it.’ 

Both vehicles are a familiar sight in 
rural Suffolk, regularly used for weddings, 
high school proms, private hires and 
filming. 

The Dennis ES new to Accrington in 
1929 with Brush body is one of the oldest 
licensed buses in the UK. It was rescued 
after use with a night club and rebuilt with 


a replica body, returning to the road in 
1988. 

The Bristol MW started life with United 
Counties as an express coach before being 
downgraded to bus use. It then passed to a 


school in Torquay and was later bought by 
an Air Training Corps, before being found 
by Buckland in the New Forest in 1989. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: PETER HALLS 



Preserved Bournemouth Trolleybuses 


Two of Bournemouth’s Weymann-bodied 
Sunbeam MF2B trolleybuses have a secure 
future following an agreement between the 
Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft, the British 
Trolleybus Society and Bournemouth 
Passenger Transport Association Limited. 
Both vehicles were part of the last batch of 
new trolleybuses built for service in the UK. 

Bournemouth 297 is already part of 
the operational fleet at Sandtoft but has 
now been purchased from Bournemouth 
Passenger Transport Association Ltd for a 
nominal sum by the Trolleybus Museum at 
Sandtoft. 

No 301, which, in 1962, was the very 
last new trolleybus to be delivered and 
enter service in the UK, has been bought 
from Bournemouth Passenger Transport 
Association Limited by the British 
Trolleybus Society. It is currently on 
display at the West of England Transport 
Collection at Winkleigh, Devon, but will 
eventually join the rest of the Society’s 
fleet at Sandtoft. 

Francis Whitehead, the Trolleybus 
Museum’s Financial and Development 
Director, commented: ‘I am delighted that 
the Museum has worked in partnership 
with the British Trolleybus Society, one of 
our contributing societies, to secure the 


future of these two trolleybuses’. 

British Trolleybus Society Chairman, 
Dave Chick, said ‘No 301 is an important 
addition to the BTS collection. It has 
been made possible by the generosity of a 
group of our members who are funding a 
permanent depot space for it;. 

BPTA Trustee, Keith Baynton, said: ‘I 
am very happy to see both these superb 


trolleybuses continuing in preservation 
with a secure long-term future amongst 
friends and fellow admirers and as an 
important part of the world’s largest 
collection of historic trolleybuses. This is a 
good outcome for both vehicles’. 

Our picture shows a similar vehicle 
preserved at the East Anglia Transport 
Museum. 
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celebration update | 


As reported last month, Saturday 10 
September 2016 will see a celebration 
marking the 50th anniversary of the 
opening by Her Majesty the Queen of 
the original M4 Severn Bridge, which The 
Queen opened on Sat 8 Sept 1966. It is 
also the 50th anniversary of the start 
of Red & White and Bristol Omnibus 
Company routes 300 and 301 linking 
Bristol with Cardiff, Chepstow and 
Newport via the new bridge. 


A cavalcade of preserved 1960s buses 
and coaches from Red & White, Bristol 
Omnibus/Bristol Greyhound, Western 
Welsh etc re-creating these two routes. 
Vehicles will start from Cardiff (09.00) 
and run via Newport (09.35) and over the 
new bridge to Bristol. Then return from 
Bristol (11.00) over the original Bridge to 
Chepstow (12.00). A rally at the Old 
Ferry Inn, Beachley will follow in the 
afternoon. Th Inn is located directly 


underneath the original Severn Bridge, 
so will make a fabulous backdrop to the 
days events. 

Our picture recalls the Red & White 
gathering at the same location in 2012 
with the original Severn Bridge in the 
background. A souvenir programme 
detailing the buses participating and 
the timetable for the cavalcade will be 
available to buy from mid-August at 
www.redandwhitebus.co.uk 


Tilling time 

Seen here at the London Bus Museum Brooklands freshey repainted in Thomas Tilling livery is ST923. Pictures: JOHN BATH 
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Plymouth Bretonside closure event and Bus rally 


Plymouth City Transport Preservation 
Group marked the closure of Bretonside 
bus station in Plymouth over the weekend 
of 16/17 July. 

At 12.30 a cavalcade of coaches, 
organised jointly by the Devon General 
Omnibus Trust and the Plymouth 
City Transport Preservation Group, 
that had left Exeter bus station some 
three hours earlier began to arrive at 
Bretonside bringing a variety of vehicles 
and operators from the 1950s to the 
current day, the event creating a buzz and 
atmosphere not seen in Bretonside since 
its heydays of the 1970s and 1980s. 

Crowds of onlookers watched on from 
the viaduct above the bus station as the 
event swung into life. Footfall was brisk 
and trade stands busy, whilst there was 
a visit from the Deputy Lord Mayor to 
officially open the event. 

During the afternoon a variety of buses 
and coaches ran to destinations such as, 
Mount Batten, the Hoe, Ivybridge and 
Tavistock. 

The following day, at The George Park 
& Ride site on the outskirts of Plymouth, 
a second wave of vintage and classic buses 
joined by some newer counterparts was to 
be enjoyed. 

Another great family day out was 
enjoyed by many with bus rides to The 
Hoe, The Moors , Princetown, Tavistock, 
Tamerton Foliot and Tamar Bridge. 



Pictured taking part in the cavalcade to mark the imminent closure of both Exeter 
and Plymouth’s bus stations, King Alfred Plaxton Panorama-bodied Bedford VALI4, 
CCG 704C approaches Buckfastleigh bound for Plymouth. Pictures: WILLIAM SPENCER 

Wallace Arnold Plaxton Paramount-bodied Leyland Leopard, WUG I27S at The 
George Park & Ride, Plymouth. 
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Western National Plaxton Supreme 
IV-bodied Leyland Leopard, 3547 
(FDV 803V) arrives at Plymouth’s 
Bretonside bus station. 
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Green Line Routemaster RCL22I9 
has resided at the Transport 
Museum , Wythall for several decades. 
Now it’s up and running again and 
turning heads — an unusual sight on 
the streets of Birmingham for sure! 

The world-famous Routemaster was 
originally designed as a 64-seat service 
bus. An increase in the maximum length 
was permitted from 1956 but, apart from 
a prototype batch of longer Routemasters 
in 1961, London Transport did not 
take advantage of this until 1965. An 
additional short central section allowed a 
new total of 72 seats. 

THE RCLs 

A number of Routemasters, however, were 
produced in both lengths for use on Green 
Line services between central London 


and the outer suburbs. These seated 57 
or 65 depending on lengths, the more 
deeply upholstered seats being spaced 
to give more knee room. The longer 
Green Line variation was designated 
RCL (Routemaster Coach Long), and the 
50 vehicles built in 1965 were originally 
intended for the increased commuter 
traffic calling for faster coaches on the 
East London routes. The higher average 
speed not only necessitated a higher ratio 
differential but, along with the increased 
weight, demanded a larger engine than 
the usual AEC 9.6-litre. The AEC 11.3- 
litre had the same overall dimensions and 
mounting and thus was fitted into the 
RCLs. The ability to interchange these 
engines is proven by the one preserved at 
Wythall, RCL2219, which along the way 
has received a 9.6-litre but, of course, still 
makes all the right AEC sounds. Gear 


changes on Green Line services were 
much less than on central area routes, 
so fully automatic transmission was not 
fitted, instead semi-automatic direct 
selection was specified. 

RCL 2219 was new to Romford 
London Road garage in May 1965. The 
Green Line Routemasters passed with 
LT’s green Country Area buses to the 
new London Country company from 
1 January 1970, under the control of 
the National Bus Company which had 
a quite different vehicle policy. The 
demise of conductors was considered very 
important. RCL2219 was downgraded to 
a bus in 1972 and transferred to Reigate, 
moving to Godstone in 1977. We now 
know that Routemasters were capable 
of extremely long lives but London 
Country’s fleet began to be withdrawn 
quite early and most were repurchased 
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by London Transport. RCL2219 was 
declared redundant by London Country 
in 1978 and returned to London 
Transport, initially as a training bus. In 
1980, however, it was overhauled and 
painted and for several years’ passenger 
service followed. Many RCLs were 
later converted by LT to open top for 
sightseeing services, much reducing 
their chances of restoration back to their 
original form. RCL 2219 was lucky, being 
sold to Wythall in 1985 and is now among 
the rarer breeds of Routemaster. 

Among the notable items that RCLs 
usually lost during their working lives were 
the green livery, twin headlights, double 
jack-knife platform doors and parcel racks 
at cant-rail level in both saloons. Wythall 
ensured RCL2219 repossessed these items 
before repanelling where necessary and 
repainting the exterior. Its restorers had 
heard stories of the legendary Routemaster 
aluminium body frame but, when panels 
were removed, they were delighted by its 
excellent condition. Less appealing to 


Opposite: Immaculately turned out in 
original livery, RCL22I9 (CUV 2I9C) 
speeds through rural Worcestershire, 
its home for over 30 years. PHILIP LAMB 

Above: RCL22I9 is seen at Wythall on 
9 June 1985 shortly after its arrival 
there. It is still in LT red complete with 
large roundel. Today, this is the site 
of the Power Hall. THE TRANSPORT 
MUSEUM, WYTHALL 

Above right: Wythall again, in the RCL’s 
early days there. The Routemaster is 
being stripped for repainting. Blinds 
for the 149, the route worked in its 
latter days in London Service are still 
in situ. Dash panel awaits replacement. 
STEVE O’HARA 

Right: The Green Line livery worn by 
the RCLs when new has been faithfully 
reproduced. Twin headlight dash panel 
has been re-instated. PHILIP LAMB 


the dirty fingernail department has been 
maintaining the air suspension at the 
rear. This is fitted instead of coil springs 
to give Green Line’s passengers a more 
comfortable ride, an aspiration that was 
fully achieved. 

SERVICE AT WYTHALL 

RCL2219 was used regularly by the 
Museum during the late 1980s and 1990s, 
which included attending 40 years of the 
RM in 1994. In 1995 RCL2219 was one 
of four buses chosen to form part of the 
Museum’s newly established PSV fleet for 
continued use on event day operation as 
the Museum moved towards being a PSV 
licensed operator. By 1999 RCL2219 was 
rested from front-line operation in order 
to refresh the operational fleet and would 
later form part of the original main display 
within the Museum’s Heritage 


Lottery supported display hall which 
opened in 2007. The Trustees are keen to 
ensure continued variety is provided to the 
visiting public and our enthusiast base, so 
it was decided to return RCL2219 back to 
the road for the 2016 season. 

In order to achieve this a large amount 
of work went into overhauling the braking 
system, together with replacing some 
tyres. The underside of the bus was steam- 
cleaned and repainted silver. A full service 
was carried out and a number of coolant 
leaks were rectified. The interior required 
some repainting and some seat backs 
were re-trimmed in order to face-lift the 
interior. A full deep clean was also carried 
out prior to MoT. 

RCL2219 was successfully submitted 
for a PSV test in May this year. It is 
anticipated that it will be in operation 

during all remaining operating 
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days for 2016: please check the Museum 
website for details prior to an operating 
event -www.wythall.org.uk This also 
includes a new for 2016’ Twilight event on 
Saturday 29 October, where the Museum 
hopes to have its LT RF381 (MXX 23) in 
operation for the first time in nearly 20 
years. Don’t miss out!! 

Our thanks to Wythall’s James Munro, 
Rob Handford, Malcolm Keeley and Steve 
O’Hara for their help with this feature. 

Left: The RCL’s platform doors have been 
neatly crafted into the Routemaster’s 
open-platform configuration. 

Below, left to right: Both decks are now 
complete with luggage racks etc. These 
had been removed when the RCL 
returned to London service. 

Although the moquette is not original, 
it is to an LT spec. The deep-cushioned 
seats remain in place. 

Interior fittings are original. The art deco 
bell pushes were retro even for 1965. 

Bottom: RCL 2219 at Wythall with RF38I 
also resident there. Look out for this bus 
in a future issue of B<SCP! All: PHILIP LAMB 
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Open from 10.30-16.30 (last admission 15.30) 

. ... ^ffpring free rides to local destinations 

Various vintage bus routes o 2 Woodstock and 

such as the new the Museum's 

“S^Sngbusesand coaches. 

B&CP Sales Stand in attendance Excellent refresh 
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i r- thp museum for stall bookings 

Vehicle entry forms: www.oxfordbusmuse ° £3 Famjly Xicket £13 

Adults £5 Concessions £4 Children (un 


SANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 2 JANUARY 

Coventry Running Day & Transport Fair 

Coventry Rugby Club, Butts Rd, Coventry CVI 3GE 

open from 10 . 00 - 16.00 | Free parking | Light refreshments 
Programmes £4 (£3 in advance from I December) 

Urge Transport Fair (Stall call bookings Sandra 02476 

Buses in service: FVr 944 1945 CWA6 Coventry EK.V 96<a 

sstrs; «rrbsr u “ CCX777 

LEYLAND: 1949 Royal Blue, Pytchley P 
SEDDON: 1971 Pennine IV Essex Motorways FLY 755j 
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THE NEW YEAR with 

POP TWO DAYS OF POST-CHRISTMAS \Q<'_ 

NEW YEAR’S DAY SUNDAY I JANUARY 2017 








Pictures: DAVID JUKES 
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DAVID JUKES presents 
this month’s selection 
of the more mature 
buses and coaches still 
plying their trade on the 
UK’s roads. All were 
photographed during 
June 2016. 

51 AND ONE CAREFUL OWNER 

Network Warrington is still 
operating its 148 (BED 729C), one 
of 12 East Lancs-bodied Leyland 
Titan PD2/40 Specials delivered 
in 1965 as Nos 41-52 (BED 722- 
33C) to a 7ft 6in-width shortly 
after Leyland had formally ceased 
production of the narrow Titan 
variants. No 148 remains as the 
company’s heritage vehicle and has 
just taken a driver’s daughter and 
friends to their end of school year 
prom on 30 June. The bus is seen 
on the Knutsford Swing Bridge, 
which crosses the Manchester 
Ship Canal at Latchford, in less 
than ideal weather with driver 
Steve Owen at the wheel. 

Picture: NICK THOMSON 



CAERNARFON EXPRESS | A 

Express Motors of Penygroes 
R624 MNU, a 1998 Northern 
Counties Palatine-bodied Volvo 
Olympian-50, new to Midland 
Fox as its No 4624, loads in 
Caernarfon on 6 June. Also 
loading at that time and location 
is the same operator’s V684 FEL, 
a 1999 Optare Solo M850 new to 
Wilts & Dorset as its No 2684. 
Pictures: MALCOLM FLYNN 


RIVIERA SUN 

Operating the Rail River Link 
route 100 in Great Western Road, 
Paignton, on a sunny 24 June is No 
I (UWV 6I4S), a 1977 convertible 
open-top Eastern Coach Works¬ 
bodied Bristol VRT/SL3 new to 
Southdown Motor Services as its 
No 614. Picture: MARTYN HUNT 



18 


www.presbuspublishing.com 



























































A FOURWAYS THREE 

Laying over between Chelmsford school duties 
on 10 June is this trio of Leyland Olympians in 
the Fourways of Chelmsford fleet. G937 FVX is 
a 1990-built example with Alexander (Belfast) 
RH bodywork new to Dublin Bus as its RH8 
(90-D-I008). Parked behind it is identical 
sister G98I FVX, new to Dublin Bus the same 
year as its RH9 (90-D-I009). Last in line is 
Northern Counties-bodied E856 DPN, new 
in 1988 to Eastbourne Buses as its No 56 and 
subsequently East Yorkshire No 621. Pictures: 
MARTYN HUNT 

Whippet of Swavesey WD407 (VI01 LGC), a 
1999 Alexander ALX400-bodied Volvo B7TL 
new to London Central in dual-door form as 
its AVLI, lays over at St Ives (Cambridgeshire) 
bus station on 3 June 2016. This bus has the 
fifth Volvo B7TL chassis built (cited as the first 
production example) and was the first of its 
type for a London operator. 

Picture: DANIEL SELLERS 


September 2016 


19 


TILL IN SERUICE 











































WEST END RMLs 

Examples of the 30ft-length AEC Routemaster variant may still be seen on London’s roads long after their withdrawal from TfL-contracted bus routes 
in 2005. (I) Crossing Westminster Bridge on 11 June is The Ghost Bus Tours RML2528 (JJD 528D) new to London Transport in 1966. (2) Premium 
Tours RML2729 (SMK 729F), new two years later, was converted to open-top form by Dualway of Rathcoole (Eire) for Dublin sightseeing operations 
with registration ZV 7699. It was acquired by The London Bus Company in 2008 and passed to Premium Tours in 2010. The bus, currently carrying an 
overall livery for its present owner’s Jack the Ripper & Haunted London Tour, is seen at Hyde Park Corner on 22 June. 

Pictures: CHRIS NEWTON (above) / DAVID JUKES (below) 
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SHAKESPEARE SHUTTLE 


The temporary closure of the railway line between 
Dover and Folkestone owing to the structural 
failure of the Shakespeare Beach seawall has 
necessitated the provision of a rail replacement 
bus service between Dover Priory and Folkestone 
West railway stations. Seen laying over at the 
former on 2 June 2016 is Go-Ahead London 
PVL245 (Y745 TGH), a 2001 Plaxton President¬ 
bodied Volvo B7TL new to London Central, and 
identical YMS Travel of Canterbury X554 EGK, 
new to London General as its PVLI54 in 2000. 
Approaching Dover Priory station later the same 
day is YMS Travel L2I3 TWM, a 1994 Northern 
Counties Palatine 2-bodied Volvo Olympian new 
to London Suburban as its No 213. Buzzlines of 
Lympne is also sharing the service’s operation; 
its VI29 MEV, a 1999 Alexander ALX400-bodied 
Dennis Trident new to Selkent as its TAI29, has 
just departed Folkestone West station during the 
evening of 4 June. Pictures: DAVID JUKES 



September 2016 


21 


























































HI lEu 

€20 


lyfl 

j 1 

^| i . pBBSj 

HTA844N 



Steve Kirk reckons he has learned a lot about preservation since buying his Leyland National 
on impulse. NICK LARKIN reports. 


Many will remember a certain perfume 
commercial in which a besotted gentleman 
thrusts money into a flower seller’s hand, 
grabs some blooms and presents them 
to a nice-smelling lady before we see 
the slogan: ‘Men can’t help acting on 
Impulse’. 


‘WANTED A BUS’ 

That message is well known to Steve Kirk, 
thought the purchase in question was a 
Leyland National rather than anything 
floral, and furthermore no Impulse 
Purfume-wearing beauty was part of the 
scene. 


Steve in fact saw the National in 
the background of a photograph of a 
Dennis Dart advertised for sale. ‘It was 
on impulse that I emailed to ask if the 
National was available. The answer was 
‘yes’. I went to have a look at it, bought 
it and that was that really,’ Steve recalls. 
‘Then I wondered what I’d done.’ 

He does admit that he had ‘wanted 
a bus for some time’, but never actually 
took action. ‘I’d also been told ‘no’ at 
home!’ He added: ‘I’d always been a fan 
of Nationals. Growing up in Peterborough 
they were always around with Eastern 
Counties and then Cambus. They were 
even on our local route to Stanground.’ 

Although Steve’s purchase of 1975-built 
Western National 2813 (HTA 844N) 
was on impulse, it wasn’t reckless. ‘I’d 
always thought that if I did get a bus it 
would have to pass certain criteria, and 
this one did.’ Steve had made a sensible 
checklist, and his experiences in the past 
year as a ‘newbie’ preservationist will be 
of great interest to anyone who is 
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Opposite, top: Western National 2813 
(HTA 844N), a 1975 Leyland National, 
was an impulse buy for current owner 
Steve Kirk. NICK LARKIN 

Opposite, bottom: No 2813 saw service with 
both Western and Southern National. 

STEVE KIRK COLLECTION 

Right: In the run up to privatisation, 

No 2813 saw use with North Devon Red 
Bus. STEVE KIRK COLLECTION 

considering biting a bus-shaped bullet. 

Firstly, the bus, although not MoT'd, 
was more or less up and running, though 
some air leaks and a non-working 
windscreen wiper needed sorting. 

ALREADY RESTORED 

‘I was determined not to get something 
that needed a lot of work, but something 
like this where the restoration — and most 
of the expense — have been sorted.’ 

He added: ‘Some people do buy a 
bus that perhaps they went to school on 
irrespective of its condition. Such projects 
can take years, and cost a fortune, to 
restore. Living in Peterborough, this is 
obviously not a local bus, but being a 
Leyland National, it is very similar to 
those that ran locally, none of which have 
survived as far as I know.’ 

Steve’s bus does have an interesting 
history, and a service career ending it as 
the last Leyland National to run in service 
for First. No 2813 had been new in July 
1975 as part of a small batch, Nos 2809- 
13 (HTA 840-4N) delivered to Western 
National and its associated companies. 

Following an unexpected month as 
a driver-trainer at St Austell, the bus 
was transferred to Exeter in May 1980 



and then Southern National at Yeovil in 
1980 and Weymouth in April 1981, also 
spending time at Taunton and Bridport 
before, after a period in storage, being 
transferred to North Devon in August 
1989. The following December, a DAF 
11.6-litre engine was fitted, which Steve 
intends to retain as it goes like a train’. 
Strangely, the bus was transferred back 
to Western National in June 1999 before 
finally being withdrawn in 2001. 

No 2813 was bought for preservation 
by Richard Gilmore, and restoration 
work followed. The National then passed 
via other West Country preservationists 
before finding a home with a Tipton-based 
consortium in June 2012 before being 
bought by Steve in September 2015. 

GEARBOX ISSUE 

Since then, the bus has presented one 
major expense — it wouldn’t engage 
fifth gear. Steve ended up having the 
unit professionally overhauled by C&J 
Transmissions of Huntingdon, Cambs. 


‘It cost a lot but at least it’d done now,’ 
says Steve. ‘It’s best to try to build up a 
contingency fund to cater for unexpected 
expenditure. Buses can suddenly cost a 
lot of money.’ Regular servicing is carried 
out by a friend who is a professional 
commercial vehicle mechanic. 

Attending local events meant Steve 
was able to meet other vehicle owners 
and find undercover storage for his bus. 
Accommodation is without doubt the 
biggest worry,’ he said, You do really need 
to keep a vehicle undercover. Outside is a 
struggle in all respects. A bus of this age 
can deteriorate very quickly!’ 

Steve is a firm believer in making 
contacts via social media and is most 
impressed by the help and advice he has 
received from preservationists across the 
country. ‘People like Craig Smith of the 
Northern National Preservation Group 
and the Workington Transport Group 
have been really helpful. You would be 
really stuck if you knew nothing about 
vehicles at all, but luckily there are people 



Left: The moquette- 
based interior, fitted 
in latter service days 
although non-original 
is more comfortable 
than the original-spec 
vinyl. NICK LARKIN 
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out there who can help. It’s good to get to 
know them.’ 



Top: Leyland National is now a latter-day 
classic — who would have thought that 
would come to pass when No 2813 was 
new in 1975? 

Above: Steve Kirk (left) with son Mark. 

Below: Roof heater pod remains original, 
but engine compartment access flap has 
been modified. All: NICK LARKIN 


All this has meant that finding parts for 
the bus has been easier than expected. 
Local DAF agents Ford & Slater can 
provide various service items. Steve is 
also impressed that insurance for the 
bus through Rigton is much cheaper 
than expected. ‘Make sure you get your 
breakdown cover though/ he says. Steve’s 
next task is to renovate the floor of the 
bus but he doesn’t intend to much further 
work. ‘It’s enough to keep on top of 
things/ he said. 

Steve points out to would-be 
preservationists that buses like the 
National tend to do around lOmpg. 
‘Budget for that, but you could buy and 
old Jaguar which wouldn’t do that much 
more.’ Another obvious but useful point 
is that single-deckers were easier to store 
and aren’t so susceptible to problems 
caused by low bridges. 


DRIVING THE BUS 

A professional lorry driver, Steve hasn’t 
taken his PCV test, but can drive the 
National in limited circumstances as it’s 
more than 30 years old. On the vexed 
subject of owners not being able to charge 
for travelling on preserved buses Steve said: 
‘I can see why owners would be annoyed 
at this, but I don’t think people should try 
to bend the rules. I drive lorries for a living 
but I am not qualified to take the wheel of a 
preserved bus full of passengers.’ 

Steve, now 47, is supported by his son, 
Mark, in preserving the National. ‘It’s good 
to get family and friends involved. They are 
definitely interested in what I’m doing.’ 

Steve has produced a history of the bus, 
which he displays at rallies. ‘It helps create 
interest/ he said. So, would he advise 
other would-be preservationists to enter 
the fray? ‘Yes, but be prepared to have to 
spend money unexpectedly!’ 
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At one time, Southdown was noted for having the largest fleet of coaches in the UK. A leading provider, and indeed pioneer, in extended 
touring, the operator maintained, in the 1950s and 1960s, a fleet of most luxurious 26-seaters for use on its ‘Coach Cruise’ programme. 
Alongside them literally hundreds of others were employed on excursion and private-hire work, not to mention those that shuttled to and 
from London ferrying numerous holidaymakers to and from the many South Coast resorts in its operating area, as well as he many local 
residents that used Southdown's express services as an economical and convenient way to visit the capital. This month we review many 
of the huge variety of coaches operated before the days of NBC and the inevitable decline in coach travel. 



The ‘Coach Cruise’ fleet was brought 
right up to date in 1952 with the purchase 
of examples of the then new Leyland 
Royal Tiger. Seen here in later years, 
following reseating from 26 to 41 and 
cascading to more general duties, is 
No 1822 (LUF 822). The Harrington 
Wayfarer’s exterior decoration is 
‘borrowed’ from Duple’s contemporary 
Ambassador design of which there were 
many examples in the fleet. 

Southdown was a major customer for 
Leyland’s all-metal coachwork specifically 
designed for the Royal Tiger. Seen here in 
Farnham en route to Fareham is No 1634 
(LUF 634), also new in 1952. 



No 1020 (OUF 120) was an early example 
(1955) of a fleet of over 100 Beadle-bodied 
Leyland Tiger Cubs. These coaches 
were unique to Southdown, although a 
relatively small number of quite similar 
bodies were supplied to East Kent on AEC 
Reliance chassis. The design was derived 
from Duple’s Ambassador, the trim 
style of which was used by Southdown 
in the 1950s to bring commonality to its 
fleet. Sadly there are no survivors. This 
scene, captured in Chichester bus station 
in July 1964 would appear to recall an 
enthusiasts’ tour given the presence of 
the Portsmouth English Electric-bodied 
Leyland TD4 behind — at this time 
possibly the furthest one of these fine 
machines had strayed out of the city! 
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Right: Production of Southdown’s 
Beadle-bodied Leyland Tiger 
Cubs continued apace. Most, 
like 1956-built No 1051 (RUF 
51), had centre-entrances. 


Below: No 14 (TCD 14) was 
one of 20 Beadle-Commer 
Rochesters with Commer TS3 
engines, in this case delivered 
in 1957. Popular with BET 
group operators due to their 
exceptional turn of speed, these 
fine if somewhat noisy machines 
were used mainly on express 
work. With Southdown’s then 
standard trim, the Rochesters 
looked every inch the part. 

Below right: The Weymann 
Fanfare was another BET 
favourite, Southdown taking 
its first examples, all of which 
would be 37-seaters, in I960 all 
on Leyland Tiger Cub chassis. 

No 1149 (8149 CD), seen here on 
a tour, was new in 1962. 





No 1702 (2702 CD), a 1962 Harrington Cavalier-bodied Leyland Leopard L2T was initially fitted with 26 seats for ‘Coach Cruise’ 
work and as such replaces the aging and somewhat thirsty Royal Tigers which at the tine were completing ten years sterling service 
in this role. However, as the decade progressed economics dictated more seats and so some Plaxton- and Duple-bodied Leopards 
subsequently delivered with 30-plus seats took over some of this work, the Cavaliers gradually being reseated to 41. 


September 2016 


27 
















































Above: Seen crossing Brighton’s Old Steine in April 1971 is 
No 1180 (480 DUF) a 1964 Leyland Leopard with 35 low-back 
seats within its fine Plaxton Panorama coachwork. Note the 
immaculately turned out driver! No 1180 was to see later 
service with Cresta Coaches, and is still extant today in poor 
condition awaiting restoration. 


Below: This evocative scene at Compton Acres affords an 
opportunity to compare contemporary coach styling. 
Southdown 1779 (HCD 379E) was a 1967 Leyland Leopard with 
41 -seat Duple Commander coachwork. Alongside is White 
Heather, Southsea DJH 742G, a Plaxton Elite-bodied Bedford 
VAL70 new to Thompson, N18 in 1969. 
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The NOTTINGHAM 
BUS MUSEUM PROJECT 


Nottingham Heritage Vehicles Charity invite you to take a look inside our storage depot on one of our 



Sunday 14th August 2016 1000 -1600 
Sunday 2nd October 2016 1000 -1600 
Sunday 11th December 2016 1000 -1600 
Portland Road, Hucknall, Nottingham 



Bus Rides & Light Refreshments 


Please visit our website 


www.nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 


Nottingham Heritage Vehicles Charity is a registered charity Registered No. 1155404 












Trusty Titan rides again 


JOHN G. LIDSTONE looks at newly 
restored Southend Corporation 
Transport Leyland Titan 336. 

Within the bus industry there’s often a 
balance to be struck between ‘tried and 
tested’ and ‘innovative and untested 
new’. Southend Corporation Transport 
was quite a staid operator, not having 
motorbuses until 1931 and then settling 
with AEC in the 1930s, Daimler in the 
1940s and Leyland in the 1950s, often 
with excellent and curvaceous Massey 
bodywork. But, by contrast, it also bought 
the one and only Gloster trolleybus. 

Sound municipal choices were often 
wise as they led to reliable, practical 
vehicles which gave long and reliable 
service — and exceptions were ‘faddish’ 
vehicles which often didn’t! 


LOW BRIDGES 

Southend had a problem — low bridges. 
Local THC Group Eastern National 
overcame this by the innovative and 
successful Bristol Lodekka, but municipals 
could not buy the Lodekka. Traditional 
types offered the rather awkward sunken 
side gangway as the only option for a low- 
height double-decker. 

So SCT stepped outside its comfort 
zone and bought two, and then four low- 
height AEC Bridgemasters in 1959 (317/8) 
and 1960 (319-22). They were popular 
with some, had good capacity but also had 
foibles. 

The next order brought ten Alexander 
bodied Albion Lowlanders (323 -32), 
which became the most hated buses in the 
history of the undertaking (and when the 
writer worked on them, rather than riding 


them as a young enthusiast, he quickly 
found out why). They introduced forward 
entrances to the fleet, which proved 
invaluable for rail replacement work 
and, enabled SCT to be only the second 
municipal to operate ‘one-man’ PAYE 
double-deckers from the acrimonious 
1967 strike onwards. 

UNIQUE DESIGN 

A tad bruised, for 1965, SCT ran back 
into the arms of tradition with 12 rear- 
entrance exposed-radiator Leyland 
Titan PD3/6s with vacuum brakes and 
Massey bodywork to a design unique to 
Birkenhead and Southend, delivered as 
333-44 (CJN 433-44C) between January 
and April. 

The new PD3s went straight onto 
primary routes between Southend and 
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Restored to original 1965 appearance 
again and turning around at Canvey, 

Leigh Beck as it did during its life on 
routes 3 and 5. JOHN G. LIDSTONE 

In original condition, 336 works a rarely 
photographed Bank Holiday ‘short* part- 
route extra just from town along the 
seafront on service 7 (a ‘low-bridge* route 
these buses could not otherwise work). 
PAUL BATESON 

SCT’s buses always carried a full set of 
external adverts, usually signwritten, 
making this view of 336 most unusual 
without, quite scruffy ahead of receiving 
ST livery in April 1975, with repositioned 
front registration plate. 

JOHN G. LIDSTONE 

Canvey (3, 5, later 27) and Rayleigh (1) via 
the A13 and also lesser routes to Eastwood 
from Southend (17, 29) and primarily 
replaced Massey-rebodied wartime 
Daimler CWA6s, which had always been 
used on ‘back road’ routes, initially as 
trolleybus replacements. 

The bridge problem remained, so 
the new buses were to have restricted 
reign around Southend. Unlike all 
double-deckers bought new before 
them, they could not work any route and 
so were appropriately known by all as 
‘Highbridges’. 

Red covered steering wheels (rather 
than black) warned drivers of their height, 
whilst in the Traffic Office, an ingenious 
but simple system was introduced to 
prevent low-bridge incidents — the tally 
(or tag) for each bus had a small hole in it, 
which fitted over thin hooks for schedules 
they could work. Schedules with low- 
bridge hazards had fat screw-heads over 
which such tallies could not be hung. Low- 
height buses had large holes, which fitted 
over those screw heads. It worked: no 
highbridge bus ever suffered low-bridge 
damage in an area beset with them. 

The rear-entrance ‘Highbridges’ looked 
rather old-fashioned compared with EN’s 
forward-entrance Lodekka FLFs used on 
parallel routes, but for SCT they did the 
job from day 1 reliably and effectively, 
once the road surface beneath the railway 
bridge in Southend High Street was 
lowered for them. 

They loyally served uneventful lives, 
one apart. Unlucky 337 sustained heavy, 
but far from terminal front-end damage in 
a head-on collision in Thundersley when 
just eight years old. To everyone’s surprise, 
the bus was summarily withdrawn 
and became a spares donor, gradually 


deteriorating into a bare, faded, rusting 
hulk at SCT’s Tickfield Engineering 
Works before being taken away for scrap 
in 1976. As the Works was extremely 
competent in every area of rebuilding, this 
was surprising. 

The other 11 ‘CJNs’ went on to lead 
good lives of between 12 and 15 years, 
going out with a bang with their East 
Lancs cousins by being hired to cover 
vehicle shortages at London Transport (at 
Croydon, TC, for use on route 190) and 
London Country (HA, for routes around 
Harlow), and some (333-5/8-41/4) even 
ventured to City of Cardiff Transport 
for a few months, all covering for vehicle 
shortages, whilst odd ones had often been 
borrowed by nearby Colchester from time 
to time. 

Three more ‘Highbridges’ followed 
in 1967 as SCT’s last front-engined 


buses, these being handsome but far less 
satisfactory East Lancs-bodied PD3/4s 
345-7 (MHJ 345-7F). 

LATER LIVES 

Just how good these buses were, was 
emphasised in their later lives by 
being joined by a trio of surprisingly 
troublesome ex-Ribble Burlingham- 
bodied fully fronted PD3/4s in the mid- 
1970s (317-9, KCK 879, LCK 739, KCK 
920). These three buses were barely ever 
on the road all day between them and 
were a source of unending complaints 
from drivers, conductors and passengers. 
They boiled (which SCT PD3s never 
did), stank (tired engine issues), were hot 
and stuffy (lack of opening windows), 
were unreliable and were detested, being 
known as ‘bacon sheers’ because of their 
sliding doors. 
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As most fleets’ final push for 100% 
one-man’ operation was the norm when 
the trusty ‘Highbridge’s were withdrawn, 
these excellent buses, with years of life 
left in them, simply slipped away for scrap 
rather than further service. Ironically, 
having replaced the last Daimlers, they 
were, themselves, replaced by ‘Daimlers’ 
— XTE-V Northern Counties-bodied 
Fleetlines — although by then, built under 
the Leyland name. 

Just a few ‘Highbridges’ escaped 
scrapping, these being 334/5/41 for 
preservation and 339/46/7 as driver 
trainers. 335/41 slipped out of preservation 
quite quickly, with immaculately restored 

335 becoming a playbus and 341 a driver 
trainer at Lincoln, later a heritage vehicle 
with Fowler’s of Holbeach Drove and 
347 falling into unrestored dereliction in 

January 1976 sees 336 in London 
Transport service from Croydon garage 
on route 190 at Old Coulsdon terminus. 
This was an extraordinary occurrence 
at the time, which nobody would have 
foreseen. JOHN G. LIDSTONE 

Double-header at Harlow in May 1976. 

336 teams up with 343 on loan to London 
Country on route 339. JOHN G. LIDSTONE 

336 was used just once as a temporary 
driver trainer to cover for lowbridge 
PD3s 315/6 when in the workshops, in 
October 1976. Note LCBS ‘HA’ garage 
code. JOHN G. LIDSTONE 

The reason for withdrawal: 336 inside 
Tickfield Engineering Works in February 
1978 with its front indicator display 
borrowed for a 1975 Fleetline, but never 
returned. JOHN G. LIDSTONE 
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Cornwall with Western Greyhound after 
its training days with Plymouth. 

No 336 

Just one was to remain locally, 336, and 
that is our focal bus here, having recently 
been superbly restored to 1965 condition. 

No 336 has chassis L23729 and body 
L2604 and was delivered in March 1965. 

It led a wholly uneventful and trouble-free 
life without modification or issues. 

Minor changes saw the blue bonnet top 
repainted cream, the front registration 
plate repositioned from the base of 
the radiator up onto the cab dash, a 
similar cast aluminium plate being used 
behind glass to replace the original rear 
registration, which was painted directly 
onto the glass and lit from behind when 
new. Round rear-view mirrors were 
replaced by far better oblong units. 

At repaint in Southend Transport 
livery in August 1975, it gained reflective 
registration plates at front and rear as well 
as Southend Transport fleetnames, these 
and repositioned municipal crests (and 
legal lettering) being applied to the upper 
saloon, ahead of side adverts on both sides. 

For service with London Transport, 

336 received LT-style garage and running 
number plate holders on each side. 

It worked from Croydon between 22 
September 1975 and 28 February 1976 
and was used as a manual gearbox type 
trainer for drivers ahead of service use, but 
being synchromesh, I doubt there were 
any issues with them. Very heavy clutches 
could be physically painful in traffic (the 
writer was told they were double-sprung 
to deter ‘clutch-riding’). Steering on these 
buses could also be extremely heavy when 
loaded, even though they sat on crossply 
tyres rather than radials (which were 
usually worse). Heaters in these were quite 
effective. 

When the first was received at Croydon, 
they were greeted with open arms, but the 
‘heavy Leylands’ must have proved hugely 
unpopular overall, as when the writer 
went with a collection party some months 
later to bring them home, it was readily 
apparent LT staff couldn’t wait to see the 
back of them. 

When 336 returned to the seaside 
from LT, it didn’t re-enter service, but 
was despatched again just weeks later, to 
Harlow New Town to work with London 
Country between March 1976 and January 
1977, this time with green ‘On hire to 


London Country’ plate screwed to the 
base of its radiator. 

On return, just a year of further service 
then followed for 336, during which time 
it was used just once as a temporary driver 
trainer, until withdrawal in January 1978, 
in which the writer had an unwitting part. 

ICY CONDITIONS 

Driving in unusually icy conditions for 
the first time in the dark, very early one 
morning in December 1977, he wasn’t 
working with his usual conductor, instead 
a particularly difficult individual, who 
couldn’t be bothered to do what all 
good ones did, ‘ringing you through’ 
compulsory stops where nobody wanted to 
alight to save valuable time. 

Being pushed for time in the early 
morning peak, the first time the writer 
glanced back and decided to go through 
without two bells, a lady got up to alight, 
so he had to stop relatively quickly. He 
wasn’t aware that the rutted road at Leigh 
Elms had filled with (invisible) black ice 
and so to my dismay, just as he stopped, 
the back end slipped sideways and 
bumped the kerb. 

At this one stop, a rather decrepit metal 
bus shelter unlike any other in the town 
sat right next to the kerb, and so dug into 
and ripped 4in of panelling 2in deep, 
immediately above the platform. The 
shelter fell to pieces like a pack of cards, a 
following EN FLF driver had hysterics and 
on return, he was carried shoulder high 
into the staff canteen (being told ‘you’ve 
had a prang so you’re a real driver now’). 

No 336 went to Tickfield Works for 
minimal repairs, indeed the writer found 
and kept the concertinaed piece of metal. 
But whilst there, it had been decided to 
trial the use of a PD3’s front indicator box 
in the front of a Fleetline 386 (JTD 386P), 
as the 1974 examples had had problems 
with blind gearing. 

DECLINE 

Robbed of its front blind displays, 336 
could not be used; the box stayed in the 
Fleetline and so, in February 1978, 336 
selected to become the second bus to be 
used by the Southend Playbus Association, 
which needed a replacement for its rotting 
ex-Nottingham MCW-bodied Leyland 
TitanPD2 10 ATO "Lulu. 

No 336 lost its seating, gained a neat 
rear platform door and appropriate 
internal fitments (such as a sand pit, 



In original orange and cream livery as Lulu 
2 the playbus, at Tickfield Works awaiting 
repaint. Note rear door. JOHN G. LIDSTONE 



In later livery, pulling out after visiting 
London Road Southend Transport garage as 
it often did. JOHN G. LIDSTONE 



Heading into the ST garage, showing its 
boxed in platform and rear indicator box 
removed. JOHN G. LIDSTONE 



Rubbed down for repaint in original SCT 
livery, remarkably SCT blue was visible 
under the canopy (always painted cream). 

It was repainted with no front indicator box. 


MARDEN COMMERCIALS 
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As 336 is now in July 2016 
after fine restoration. A 
working front indicator box 
is being reinstated but the 
display here is fixed. It’s 
revisiting its old service 27 
terminus at Canvey, Eastern 
Esplanade. 

Using seats from formerly 
restored 335, acquired via 
eBay after 335 had become a 
playbus, you’d hardly guess it 
had ever been a non-PSV, now 
with period ST adverts. 

The unusually high-backed 
seats feature standard SCT 
moquette pattern used from 
1955 to 1975. 

A new rear indicator box 
has been made, whilst side 
window vents removed during 
its play bus days are evident. 
Lettering and adverts 
have been authentically 
reproduced by Marden 
Commercials. 

All: JOHN G. LIDSTONE 
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combustion heater, kitchen sink (!) and 
water tank) and became ‘Lulu 2’ repainted 
with orange replacing SCT blue and being 
finished in September 1978. The bus later 
had cartoon characters daubed all over it. 

No 336 was no stranger to its old 
haunts, though, visiting schools in 
Southend and being kept at Tickfield 
Engineering Works in the open, also 
visiting the London Road garage when 
needed for maintenance and washing. 

Initially 336 retained its rear indicator 
box, but this was removed in 1982. 

The bus was repainted all-over white in 
March 1988, later receiving a messy multi¬ 
coloured livery detailing, giving the frontal 
appearance of grass green and sky blue 
with a white roof. 

Engine failure in March 1994 ended its 
time as a playbus and led to it languishing 
unwanted at the Works. Ironically, 
immaculately preserved and restored sister 
335 was sold and converted into a playbus 
whilst 336 was awaiting a buyer, but this 
was to have a twist, as 335’s seats later 
ended up being bought and fitted into 336, 
the CJN-style seats being a very unusual 
style with high backs in a heart shape. 

Preservationist Chris Pearce of 
Worthing bought 336 but didn’t restore 
it, Ensign of Purfleet acquiring it in April 
2002, keeping it safe and under cover 
for several years, but also not tackling its 
restoration. 

SOLD TO MARDENS 

Given Ensign’s penchant for Leylands 
and its collection policy with a London 
connection, it surprised me that 336 
was sold on to Marden Commercials 
of Benfleet (vehicle finishers, vinyl and 
uniform specialists) in June 2012. 

However, Mardens MD Jim McKinnon 
wanted to see it out and about, restored 


as new and so, after ignominious arrival 
on suspended tow, work commenced on 
restoring the rather jaded, battered and 
scruffy 336. 

A lot of work was necessary to replace 
the open platform, remove the rear door 
and all playbus fittings and to remedy 
external damage. As ever, the Massey 
body had withstood open storage very 
well, with no major rot issues beyond 
mudguards. 

The seats from 335 had been freshly 
retrimmed by preservationist Frank 
Spence using the very last rolls of 
traditional SCT moquette and were fitted 
to 336, set off by new floor coverings 
and repainted ceilings in both decks 
(their permanent wipe-clean material 
having been covered in play bus murals). 
Traditional SCT paper ‘advert boards’ 
were replaced. Happily most of the 
Massey brass internal trimming (above 
and below windows) was still in situ. 

An anomaly found during preparation 
for painting was that the underside of the 
canopy, always cream in SCT/ST days, was 
originally painted in SCT blue! 

Colours of internal seat frames and 
boxing were carefully matched, external 
livery colours being matched to preserved 
Leopard 209, with SCT crest copied 
from one presented to me by former 
Engineering Manager Chris Hilditch. 

Indicator blinds have been a problem, 
as both front and rear blind boxes were 
stripped bare and overpanelled. For 
appearance’ sake, a replica front box 
aperture was made to copy the original, 
with an unusual display (low-bridge 
service 7 bank holiday ‘shorts’ to Shoebury 
Common, a rare sight whenever) being 
copied from SCT’s Paul Bateson’s 1968 
photo that proudly adorns Jim’s office 
wall! 


No 336’s rear indicator box has remains 
panelled over at present, but a brand new 
box has been enterprisingly constructed 
from scratch as well as a similar 
mechanism for the front, and Mardens. 
Original Leyland wheelnut rings were lost 
during its playbus career, so it currently 
has a set of AEC rings, as SCT never ran 
Titans with bare wheelnuts. 

Period adverts have been applied 
throughout the bus to great effect, whilst 
Mardens has diligently copied all lettering 
expertly, as well as external adverts, much 
adding to realism. 

SUBSTITUTE ENGINE 

Mechanically, 336 presented no issues at 
all and has basically just picked up where 
it left off, reliably as ever, albeit with a 
substitute 0.600 engine. 

Since its recent local preservation debut, 
336 has been proving hugely popular 
around town, appearing here and there in a 
goodwill context and as an ambassador for 
the Canvey Island bus museum, where it 
quite frequently resides as a guest vehicle. 

Meanwhile, detail improvements 
continue to be made, to return 336’s 
appearance ever more ‘as new’ as much 
as possible. The bus has earned well- 
deserved praise for Marden Commercials 
with its fine and authentic restoration. 

And finally, 341 is now with Chris 
Pearce of Worthing, who originally 
had 336 after playbus use. He has also 
acquired the sadly decrepit 347 to join 
it. No 334 remains in preservation and 
kept with the Blackwater Preservation 
Group collection. No 335 is now a party 
bus in North Wales after a period around 
Merseyside. 

I’d like to thank Marden Commercials, 
Jim McKinnon, Paul Bateson and Gordon 
Claydon for assistance with this feature. 
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SOUTHEND & DISTRICT Revised Charges 

TRAVELCARD inr'JS* 


£4.50 FOR 7 DAYS • £fS. 00 A CALENDAR MONTH 
TRAVELCARD gives you unlimited travel by bus and rail In 
the Southend & District Area. 

Pick up a leafier at any bus or roil office in (he area 
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SUPPLIED BY: 
SOUTHEND TRANSPORT 
CIVIC CENTRE 
VICTORIA AVENUE 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
TEL, (0702)49451 


Top left: Mid-1970s Southend 
& District Travelcard poster. 

Bottom left: Poster which 
accompanied the 26 1971 
Fleetlines’ introduction 
showing how to use a 
Videmat self-service ticket 
machine. 

Top right: Traditional SCT 
moquette detail. 

Bottom right: Unusual plaque 
on 336’s platform. 

All: JOHN G. LIDSTONE 
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West Riding Omnibus Preservation Society 




Sunday August* S0H6 

10.30 am until 4.30 pm 


Based at The Mill Outlet, Batley! 
Free network of local bus services! 
25 buses running in service! 
Stalls and sideshows! 

Trips to Dewsbury Bus Museum! 


Souvenir programme containing bus timetables 
and vehicle allocation only £3.00! 


You can order your programme in advance by post 


Full details will be posted on our website 


www.dewsburvbusmuseum.co.uk 


At the Museum building you will be able to see 
the only two surviving Guy Wulfrunians 
in the whole world! 


Tel/fax: 0844 504 0089 

Postal address: 47E Dale Street, Ossett, WF5 9HE 


MILL OUTLET 


RATI f Y 
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West Riding Omnibus Museum Trust 



Registered charity No. 702232 






















































PHILIP LAMB attends the 
very first Basildon Bus Rally 
to bring you some ov the 
varied vehicles at the event. 


Vehicles attending the first 
Basildon Bus Rally arrived from 
far and wide. From South Wales 
came 1967 Bristol MW6G saloon 
Red & White U1766 (JAX II7E), 
the very last Bristol MW built. 

It is today preserved by Messers 
Smith & Jones of Cwmbran. 
Pictures: PHILIP LAMB 

Originally resident in Northern 
Ireland, 1984-built Alexander 
(Belfast)-bodied Bristol RELL6G, 
Citybus 2526 (XOI 2526) is one 
of a number of former Ulsterbus 
and Citybus saloons preserved on 
the UK mainland, in this case by 
Andy Cooke. 

Starting out in 1973 as SELNEC 
7008 (VNB I08L) and based at 
Frederick Road garage during 
its entire career in Manchester, 
this Park Royal-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean was converted to 
open-top by East Yorkshire 
for use on seafront services in 
Scarborough. It then ventured 
north of the Border to First 
Glasgow before being saved for 
private preservation. 
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This page, top: Midland General 
313 (YNU35IG), a Bristol 
FLF6G, was the last Lodekka 
off the production line at 
Lowestoft in 1968. No 313 
has been in preservation 
since withdrawal by Trent in 
1981 and is currently owned 
by a Mr Webb of Sutton-in- 
Ashfield. 

This page, bottom: Derby 111 
(CRC 911), a 1952 Brush¬ 
bodied Crossley DD42/8A 
is seen arriving back at 
Wirksworth from Duffield, 
running in conjunction 
with the trains. No 111 was 
one of just five Crossleys 
in the Derby fleet and was 
withdrawn in 1970. 

Opposite page, top: Coventry 
334 (334 CRW), a Daimler 
CVG6 with Metro-Cammell 
bodywork is seen passing 
Idridgehay village store en 
route from Wirksworth to 
Duffield. No 334 is owned by 
leading preservationist, 

Roger Burdett. 
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Above left: Also owned by Roger 
is FNV 557, a Leyland PS2/3 with 
Whiston body new to Royal Blue, 
Pytchley in 1950. The coach is seen 
passing Wirksworth Marketplace 
heading for home following a single 
trip to Carsington Water. 

Above: Bristol RELH6G Trent 
274 (TCH 274L) was delivered 
new to Midland General in 
1973 passing with that business 
under NBC re-organisation the 
following year. It is seen leaving 
Wirksworth heading for home, 
having undertaken a return trip to 
Duffield. 

Left: New in 1965 Midland General 
296 (DNU 20C) is a Bristol 
MW6G with dual-purpose seating 
body. It was caught on camera at 
Wirksworth. 
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Seeing Double 

For the second year running, we arrived at Heath Common, Wakefield with great expectations. This must 
be one of the top venues on the circuit when it comes to a picturesque location, with the added benefit of a 
great pub on site! We came to see a reunion this year, and as you will see, we were not disappointed ... 
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Opposite page: This Alexander 
Y-bodied Leyland Leopard was 
new to Fife Scottish in 1977 as 
its FPE87 (YSF 87S). Following 
a few years service the Leopard 
was one of four purchased by 
Strathtay Scottish, subsequently 
being based at Arbroath. In 2005 
it joined the Stagecoach fleet, as a 
result of that company’s take over 
of the Yorkshire Traction Group, 
which included Strathtay Scottish. 
Withdrawn in 2006, YSF 87S 
entered preservation with an owner 
in Lincolnshire, receiving a complete 
repaint in Strathtay colours. In early 
2016 the Leopard was sold to Rob 
Hughes, who has already attended 
many events with the bus. 

This page: Several decades separate 
these two native Yorkshiremen. 
YDX22I (NWU 265D) is Bristol 
FS6B new in 1966 to York-West 
Yorkshire, whilst alongside is Arriva 
Yorkshire Alexander-Dennis Enviro 
400 1933 (SNI5 LNV). 

Two of Neil Millington’s former 
Wallace Arnold Coaches bask in the 
sun which blessed the event during 
the afternoon, but as so often this 
year the threat of a heavy shower 
was never very far away. On the 
left is VUB 396H, a 1970 Plaxton 
Elite-bodied Leyland Leopard. The 
earlier order is represented by 8332 
U, a Plaxton Consort-bodied AEC 
Reliance new in 1958. 

Visiting from its base in the West 
Midlands was Roger Burdett’s 1952 
Roe-bodied Leyland PS2/I3A 725 
(EHL 336). For the main reason for 
its attendance — please see over... 
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Last year we featured No 725’s 
sister 724 (EHL 335) at the Heath 
Common event, our picture of 
No 724 being inset here. For the 
first time in over 50 years these 
two sisters were together again 
on Sunday 10 July this year, and a 
splendid sight they made too. 

This is surely bus preservation at 
its best! 
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TENACIOUS 

TITANS 

This month’s choice of venerable non-PSVs 
comprises a selection of Leyland Titans putting 
off their ‘use by’ dates ... 


Blackpool Transport’s permanent way department certainly 
saved EFV 300, a 1951 Burlingham-bodied Leyland PD2/5 from 
the cutter’s torch. The bus survived longer than most of its 
sisters thus making it into the preservation era. It still survives 
today but in need of restoration. 

One of a pair of all-Leyland PD2/I2s new to Barton in 1954 
RAL 333 is seen here in July 1976 at Southend whilst acting as 
a training vehicle for the Castlepoint Bus Co. The following 
year the bus was sold to Silver Fox Coaches of Glasgow. Did it 
achieve its asking price of £750? 






























Now preserved in original 
livery, 1951 -built all-Leyland 
PD2/I2, Maidstone & 
District DH379 (NKT 875) 
is seen here in Nottingham 
in November 1977 when 
with the Wallace School of 
Transport. 


Hales Cakes of Bristol 
maintained a fine fleet of 
non-PSVs for staff transport 
purposes, amongst them the 
former Plymouth 69 (MCO 
669), a 1956 Metro-Cammell- 
bodied Leyland PD2/I2. It is 
seen here at a rally in Bristol 
in August 1980. It is believed 
to have passed to Chepstow 
Classic Buses and later still 
Hallmark of Luton for use as a 
driver trainer, before running 
away to join the circus! 

During the early 1990s it was 
noted still in use as a caravan, 
but has not been seen since. 


Now registered ABV 33A and 
at Lathalmond for restoration 
in the livery of Garelochead 
Coach Services, which 
operated several similar 
former Trent vehicles, 1957 
Metro-Cammell-bodied 
Leyland PD2/I2KCH 112 is 
seen here in April 1985 in 
Burnley in use as a Playbus, 
a role it had assumed upon 
withdrawal by Trent in 1977. 
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Above. Alexander-bodied Leyland 
PD2A/30, Edinburgh 648 (YWS 
648), passed to the Craigmillar 
Festival Society in October 1976, 
having not long returned off loan to 
Tyne & Wear PTE. It is seen here 
at Marine garage in October 1978 
complete with a large street map — 
yet another one-off in the strange 
world of non-PSVs. 

Left: Former Southampton 306 
(306 TR), a 1961 Park Royal-bodied 
Leyland PD2/37 was caught on 
camera in Bridgend in Oct 1981 
when working for South Wales 
Motor Auctions. No 306 was also a 
promotional vehicle for Huntsman 
Ales and Konig Lager and was 
noted as being derelict at Bridgend 
in 2002. 


Below: The Earls Colne Majorettes & Marching Band was, at the time of 
this June 1985 view, the proud latter-day owners of 1966 Massey-bodied 
Leyland PD2A/30, OVX I39D. New to Colchester in 1966, this Titan had 
seen interim service with Training Developments of Kelvedon. 




Above: Southdown 1967 Northern Counties ‘Panoramic’- 
bodied Leyland PD3/4 No 349 (HCD 349E) is seen in June 
1993 when with Bob Anderson Engineers. 
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anniversary 



I K Twytross Zoo 

W w via Market Bos worth 


The UK bus industry saw major changes 
during the 1980s brought about by the 
opening up of competition, privatisation 
of the National Bus Company 
and local council owned fleets 
not to mention deregulation. 


In Leicester, the splitting of Midland Red 
on 5 September 1981 saw the creation of 
Midland Red (East) Ltd, later renamed 
Midland Fox, which brought significant 
competition to the incumbent local 
authority bus fleet as the decade unfolded. 


Thirty years on from its official launch, Leicester Dennis Dominator 
No 100 (Cl 00 UBC) was back on the road to celebrate its anniversary 
SIMON GILL reports, having attended both occasions . 


REBRANDING 

Following a two-year consultation period 
Leicester City Council policy committee 
decided at a meeting in May 1984 that a 
change of image was needed to give the 
council a distinctive corporate identity. 

It was agreed that a livery of red, white 
and grey would be applied to all council 
services including buses, refuse wagons, 
lorries, vans, signs and stationery. A 
working group was established to examine 
the needs of each council department. 
Leicester City Transport 

responded and unveiled the 
first bus repainted in 
the new livery 


Bus 


City 


Leicester 
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CI00 UBC 
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Heading for Desford on 4 July to commemorate the handover almost 30 years earlier is Leicester 100 displaying 
blinds for the Sunday only extension of service 153 from Market Bosworth to Twycross Zoo. SIMON GILL 










August 1984 when Metropolitan 301 
(GJF 301N) was displayed to the press and 
public. This also introduced a rebranding 


of the department as 
Leicester CityBus, although 
the official change did not 
take place until 7 October 
1984. Curiously, although 
the spelling of CityBus was 
all one word with a capital 
B in the middle, buses 
invariably displayed City 
and Bus as two separate 
words which, even today, 
continues to cause much confusion. 

The passing of the traditional 
cream and crimson livery, as buses 


Top: Brand new 100 arriving at Leicester’s 
Town Hall Square on Monday 30 June 
1986 ready for the unveiling. SIMON GILL 

Centre: Local dignitaries proudly display 
the registration plates of three of the 
new buses in 1986. The Lord Mayor, 
Councillor Sydney St John Phipps is in 
the centre with the current elected City 
Mayor, Sir Peter Soulsby on the right. 
LTHT ARCHIVE 

Bottom: Back in Leicester at the Running 
Day on 13 September 2009, Cl00 UBC 
remained in Warrington livery. 

SIMON GILL 


were repainted, was lamented by local 
enthusiasts and the new livery quickly 
became known as the dust cart livery — 
perhaps unfairly as it looked very smart, 
particularly when newly applied. 

With stiff competition from Midland 
Fox, especially following its introduction 
of Fox Cub minibuses in 1985, marketing 
of local services became increasingly 
important and, as part of this, Leicester 
CityBus achieved good publicity when it 
celebrated its 85th Anniversary in 1986 and 
announced the delivery of eight new buses. 

DENNIS DOMINATES 

Geoffrey Hilditch retired from LCT in 
August 1984, just before the rebranding 
was unveiled. During his time in Leicester 
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he helped develop the Dennis Dominator 
and introduced the bus to the fleet 
where it proved very successful with 144 
examples acquired new between 1977 and 
1989, making Leicester the largest fleet of 
the type after South Yorkshire PTE. 

A change of General Manager often 
results in other changes and when a 
tender for the supply of eight new double 
deck buses was issued in February 
1985, the second lowest tender received 
was from Scania for its new N112DR 
chassis, and his recommendation to 
the Transport Committee was that this 
should be accepted. A long discussion by 
Transport Committee members ensued, 
during which some of them expressed 
reservations about buying more Scania 
buses following problems with the 
Metropolitans. However, the committee 
accepted that Scania had worked closely 
with LCT to rectify the problems and the 
after-sales service provided was likely to 
have been better than that from any other 
manufacturer with most of the problems 
relating to corrosion of the MCW 
bodywork. 

The committee was of the opinion that 
the order should be split between two 
manufacturers for comparative purposes. 
As a result, four Scania N112DR and four 
Dennis Dominators were ordered in April 
1985, all fitted with East Lancs bodies, at 
a total cost of £556,124. 

Delivery had been requested for March 
1986 but this was delayed at East Lancs 
due to a shortage of materials with Scanias 
110-3 (Cl 10-3 UBC) arriving at the end 
of May 1986 followed by Dominators, 
100-3 (C100-3 UBC) following in June. 
The Dominators were significant as they 
were the last bought new by Leicester with 
Gardner engines as the subsequent 26 had 
Cummins L10 engines. 

The East Lancs bodies seated 79 and 
reflected further development of the 
change of body style exhibited at the 
1984 Commercial Motor Show at the 
NEC, Birmingham on Leicester Dennis 
Dominator 81 (B81 MJF). This was 
derived from the double-deck coach body 
that East Lancs had introduced with 
a four bay structure and curved upper 
and lower deck windscreens. Although 
bonded glazing was offered Leicester 
continued to specify rubber-glazed 
windows. Previous Dominators had 
rearward ascending staircases but these 
were fitted with forward ascending ones 


with wood grain effect panels adjacent 
to the stairs. The seat backs and side 
Formica panels featured a leaf pattern 
which was unique to these eight buses as 
far as Leicester was concerned. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

Monday 30 June 1986 marked the 
85th anniversary of the acquisition the 
Leicester Tramways Company on 30 
June 1901. The event was celebrated by a 
display of preserved buses in Leicester’s 
Town Hall Square and a photographic 
exhibition in the CityBus ‘info bus’, Metro 
Scania single-decker ARY 225K, which is 
now preserved by the Leicester Transport 
Heritage Trust. Dennis Dominator 251 
(MUT 251W) was also present, repainted 
in Leicester Corporation Tramways livery. 

At 12.00 the Lord Mayor of Leicester 
received all eight new double-deck buses 
which were driven into place and put on 
display outside the Town Hall. 


The new buses entered service the 
following day and passed with the rest 
of the fleet to the newly incorporated 
Leicester CityBus Limited on 26 October 
1986 which was set up to comply with 
the Transport Act 1985 as a prelude to 
privatisation. 

Unfortunately, their stay in Leicester 
was short-lived and ended in February 
1989 when, in order to generate cash 
following heavy financial losses during 
the previous two years, the four Scania 
N112DRs were sold to Brighton & Hove 
and the four Dennis Dominators to 
Warrington Borough Transport. Prior 
to departure the Dominators were 
repainted in Warrington livery by LCB 
and were delivered in March 1989 where 
they retained the same fleet numbers. In 
October 2006 they were renumbered 150- 
3, and, following 20 years in Warrington 
they were the last Dominators to be 
withdrawn in July 2009. 



mcil working for you 



Inset: 

Leicester City 
Council logo 
and strap line. 

All: SIMON GILL 
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Below: Offside rear of 100 (C100 UBC) which highlights the ‘droop nose’ front windows 
of this design of body. SIMON GILL 

Opposite page: A comparison of East Lancs body styles. No 100 in LCB livery shows 
the coach derived version whilst No 50 (TBC 50X), now preserved by the Leicester 
Transport Heritage Trust shows the older style. TREVOR FOLLOWS 



RETURN TO LEICESTER 

With kind permission of the Warrington 
MD, the writer visited their depot in April 
1986 to examine the buses with a view to 
acquiring one for preservation when they 
were withdrawn. Their interior condition 
varied as some seat backs and panels had 
been replaced, but there was no doubt 
this would be a viable project. In the event 
No 100 (C100 UBC) was acquired by 
Andy Harris on 31 July 2009, joining his 
Metropolitan 301. Warrington was very 
helpful as he was allowed to reinstate the 
fog lights from another of the batch to 
ensure the condition of 100 was as original 
as possible. The bus attended the 2009 
Leicester Running Day in as acquired 
condition. 

In February 2010, No 100 was driven 
to a bus restorer in the North West with 
a long list of work to be done, including 
the removal of the external advertising 
strips, the repair of the upper front dome, 
repanelling, interior work and a repaint in 
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LCB red, white and grey livery. However, 
due to revised circumstances, No 100 
changed hands, and in February 2014 
passed into the care of the Leicester 
Tram 31 Group, under Steve Foxon, 
who also own similar Scania 110 
(C110 UBC) which is currently under 
restoration. 

When acquired, No 100 needed urgent 
mechanical attention, and most of the 
glass was missing. Steve is grateful to 
Simon Jackson of Fylde Motor Company 
who repaired the gearbox, electrics and air 
suspension and made 100 a runner again. 
Unfortunately, apart from the new panels, 
much of the restoration work had to be 
redone. This included new window rubber 
and replacement of the front destination 
panel which was extended during its time 
with Warrington. 

Interior work included repair and 
replacement of Formica panels, seat 
frames, pillars and the front dome. 

Later fluorescent light panels had also 
been fitted inside by Leicester which 
were removed to expose the original 
specification light fittings. 

Steve was able to source glass from 
Warrington Dominator 94 (F104 XEM) 
and LCB Scania 111 (Cl 11 UBC) which 
were resident in adjacent Barnsley 
scrapyards. This was kindly fitted by Neil 
at Blackpool Coach Services who, again, 
was extremely helpful. When new, the 


LCB buses had one-piece upper-deck 
windscreens which, following damage, 
have been replaced by split screens over 
the years and are now very elusive. If 
anyone knows the whereabouts of a one- 
piece screen then please let the Editor 
know. Steve also acknowledges the help 
that Blackpool Transport provided. 

BACK ON THE ROAD 

After five years away, No 100 returned 
to Leicester last year where various 
additional jobs have been undertaken. 
These included the reinstatement of the 
LCB logo and lettering which were kindly 
sourced and applied by John Arnold. 

Andy Harding at First Leicester, who 
worked on every Leicester Dominator 
from new, was also able to offer his 
valuable experience. 

Making its public debut at an event at 
the Abbey Pumping Station in June 2015, 
the bus has proved popular as a reminder 
of 1980s travel. Readers will be able to see 
and ride on it at the Leicester Rally and 
Running Day on Sunday 4 September. 
There are far too many people to thank 
individually but Steve would especially 
like to thank LTHT volunteers Richard 
Worman, Mick Moore and Michael 
Webster for all their help. I would like 
to thank Steve Foxon for his assistance 
with this feature ... we have 110 to look 
forward to! 



September 2016 


51 
















Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



Looking back at Leicester 



Leicester was a popular destination 
for bus enthusiasts in the 1960s and 
1970s, a destination to which they 
travelled in numbers to join local 
enthusiasts in admiring the city's smart 
cream and maroon buses, of which it 
was justifiably proud. We look back ... 


Leicester purchased a small number of 
AEC Renowns, including three front- 
entrance East Lancs-bodied examples 
Nos 188-90 (DBC 188-90C), which were 
new in 1965 AEC Renown The Renowns 
had full-height bodies allowing good 
headroom in both saloons. Towards the 
end of their time with LCT, these buses 
mainly saw use on school contract work. 
No 188 was then exported to Italy after 
a short time in preservation, but No 
190 stayed the course and remains in 
preservation today. No 189, seen here, 
was used by the Liberal Party in an 
election campaign in the Yorkshire area 
before its demise. 

Despite the insurgence of AEC 
Bridgemasters and Renowns, Leicester 
remained loyal to Leyland, building a 
substantial fleet of PD3As in the 1960s, 
among them No 71 (CJF 7IC), a 1965 
Leyland PD3A/I/East Lancs seen here in 
Humberstone Gate in October 1978. 

Also seen in Humberstone Gate in 
October 1978 is No 47 (GRY 47D) a 1966 
PD3A/I with Metro Cammell bodywork. 
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Following an early purchase 
of a small number of Leyland 
Atlanteans, Leicester returned 
to the type following the end 
of PD3 production in 1968. 
Bodywork was split between Park 
Royal, and, as illustrated here 
by PDRIA/I No 96 (PBC 96G), 
ECW. Seen in December 1979, 
No 96 was to pass to Lincoln City 
Transport in 1981, with which it 
remained for two years before 
being sold for scrap. 


In 1978 Leicester was a lead 
customer for the Dennis 
Dominator, the design of which 
was heavily influenced by 
the authority’s then General 
Manager, the late Geoffrey 
Hillditch. Most LCT Dominators 
would receive bodywork by East 
Lancs, a small number of early 
deliveries, including No 231 (UFP 
23IS) seen here, were, however, 
bodied by Marshall, which was 
beginning to enjoy a short period 
of success in winning orders to 
build double-deck bodywork. 


Seen in Charles Street in 
October 1978 is brand new 
East Lancs-bodied Dennis 
Dominator 202 (YRY 202T). In 
the background 1965 Leyland 
PD3A/I/East Lancs 68 (CJF 68C) 
makes this picture an excellent 
record of two of the types 
upon which LCT standardised, 
and for which it will always be 
remembered. No 68 was to see 
later service with J. Coates Ltd 
Driver Training before being sold 
for preservation. It was, however, 
subsequently scrapped. 
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Former London Transport Country 
Area bus RF672 has been painstakingly 
restored to original condition since 
acquisition for continued preservation 
by its current owners 40 years ago. 
DAVID JUKES reports. 

For many preserved vehicle owners it is 
of vital importance their vehicle looks 
right. A livery decision may be necessary 
if a bus or coach served more than one 
operator during its service life, particularly 
if modifications were made to suit duty 
changes: a two-door urban bus may be 
converted to single-door for more rural 


operations, 
or bus-style 
seating installed 
when a coach is 
downgraded from 
frontline tours 
to more mundane 
duties. 

Other revisions 
were required when 
legislation changed or 
where intensive use found 
a weakness in mechanical 
or structural parts. A number 
of preservationists have strived to 
reverse many such changes while others 
are happy to compromise in one way or 
another; it is their vehicle after all and 
entirely up to them what they do with it 
and how it is restored. 

Paul Morris and David Jones acquired 
former London Transport RF672 four 
decades ago, and have since, restored it 
to original condition as delivered to LT in 
late-1953. Every change made by LT during 
the RF’s service life has been reversed, 
although temporary additions are required 
for legal use on the public highway. But 
before looking at RF672 s preservation in 
detail, we turn the clock back to the 1950s 
and LT’s renewal of its single-deck Country 
Area bus fleet with the RF-type and its 
subsequent operation. 




MU 14 


FLEET RENEWAL 

LT chose to renew the bulk of its single- 
deck bus and coach fleets between 1951 
and 1954 with the RF-class. These were 
7ft 6in-wide Metro-Cammell-bodied 
AEC Regal IV 9821LT chassis; the RF 
initials indicated the type to be a ‘flat’- 
engined equivalent of the contemporary 
RT-class double-decker. The RF featured 
a horizontally mounted underfloor engine 
(hence the Tat’ description) and a front 
entrance directly opposite the driver. 

Seven hundred of the type were ordered 
by LT, together with 15 Eastern Coach 
Works-bodied private hire coaches (the 
RFW-class built on 8ft-wide 982IE 
chassis) and 65 Park Royal airport coaches 
owned by British European Airways but 
specified and operated by LT (these were 
IV 2 deck vehicles built on the 8ft-wide 
9822E chassis). 


COUNTRY AREA DELIVERIES 

RF672 (NLE 672) was one of 187 RFs 
allocated to LT’s Country Area bus fleet. 
These were delivered throughout 1953 
as RF514 to 700 (NLE 514-700), painted 
Lincoln green with cream relief around 
the windows and fitted with air-operated 
folding platform doors and 41 seats. 

This variation was given the 2RF chassis 
code (standard 30ft-length chassis) and 
RF2/2 body code 


• KLE 672 


RF672 is seen at Sandown Park on 22 March 2009 during that year’s RF Running Day. The bus has been fitted with an original- 
pattern vertical sliding driver’s signalling window and has a rectangular transfer applied below the fuel cut-off access opening 
in the skirt panel aft of the offside front wheel. A temporary indicator is fitted adjacent to the depot code and running number 
plates to ensure RF672 is legally run on the public highway. DAVID JUKES 
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Above: Sister RF633 (NLE 633), seen at 
Country Bus Rallies’ 2009 Gravesend 
Running Day on 13 July, sports two 
visible LT modifications. The more 
obvious is the driver’s side window — 
the original fixed unit was replaced with 
one that could be opened and closed 
using externally and internally-mounted 
handles on conversion to one-man- 
operation. The new unit retained a 
vertically sliding signalling window. The 
other change is adjacent to the circular 
opening in the first skirt panel behind the 
offside front wheel — circumferential 
lettering replaces an original rectangular 
transfer placed beneath the access hole 
to the fuel cut-off. DAVID JUKES 

Above right: We move forward to Detling 
Showground on 2 April 2016. RF672 
is still immaculately presented and is 
now signwritten, as it would have first 
appeared from East Grinstead Garage 
in October 1953. DAVID JUKES 

(30ft-long Country Area bus, platform 
doors, 41 seats). 

The Country Area RF deliveries 
renewed each garage’s single-deck fleet 
in turn; Leatherhead’s routes 435 and 
462 were deferred owing to concerns that 
approval for operating the RF-type on the 
former would not be forthcoming. Reigate 
took the first examples in March 1953 with 
all but three of the green RFs entering 
service by the year’s end (RF672 entered 
service at East Grinstead that October). 

SINGLE-MANNING 

The three outstanding Country Area RF 
buses were RFs 517, 647 and 700. These 
were held unlicensed in preparation for 
experimental one-man-operation (OMO) 
— to use the terminology of the time — of 
Leatherhead’s route 419; such operation 
was at that time restricted to vehicles 
seating no more than 26. 

The modified buses were introduced 
on 3 March 1954; the extensive changes 
from standard included a glazed screen on 
the cab door and the fitting of machines 


and trays for fare transactions. The cab 
door also bulged outwards to provide the 
driver with a wider cab to assist his extra 
duties. Seating capacity was reduced to 39 
as the front pair of nearside longitudinal 
seats was replaced with a luggage rack to 
improve passenger circulation. A new RF5 
body code was deemed necessary by LT. 

A fourth bus (RF649) was similarly 
modified in late-1954 after the OMO 
experiment moved to Hemel Hempstead’s 
route 316 from 11 August. 

OTHER MODIFICATIONS 

A host of mechanical changes were made 
to the RFs based upon service experience. 
For example, strengthened rear springs 
were fitted following concerns about short 
leaf life and difficulties in tightening 
the securing bolts. Standard AEC fuel 
injection was also retro-fitted to the entire 
class — the original Atlas pilot injection 
system caused high fuel consumption and 
a large number of piston failures. 

Rear-mounted reflectors were fitted 
from 1954 and flashing indicators in 1959 
following experimental use three years 
earlier. A horizontal handrail was also 
fitted within the nearside front windscreen 
for safety reasons. 

An indication of the changes made 
by LT is given in Table 1 — this lists 
the modifications removed from RF672 
during its restoration. 

DUTY TRANSFERS AND 
RENUMBERING 

RF682-96 were selected for OMO 
conversion in 1956 following successful 
trials on routes 419 and 316. They received 
a revised cab door window and a rear- 
mounted reversing light, body code RF5/1 
being allocated. 

Coincidently RF517, 647 and 649 were 
renumbered as RF697-9 respectively to 
keep the OMO RFs in a single series. The 


original RF698/9 became RF647/9 while 
RF697 was involved in a simultaneous 
reorganisation of the RF-class to provide 
additional Green Line coaches. 

Country Area buses RF514-6/8-32 and 
697 were modified to Green Line coach 
specification and renumbered RF 295-7/9- 
313 and 298 respectively, while Central 
Area buses RF295-313 were renumbered 
RF 514-32. This left the crew-operated RF 
Country Area buses as RF533-681, and 
the OMO RFs as RF682-700. 

RF533-58 were transferred to the Central 
Area on 1 December 1956 to maintain a 
225-strong red RF fleet; crew-operated 
Country Area buses were now numbered 
RF539-681. 

MORE SINGLE MANNING 

Further OMO plans in the Country Area 
saw RF562, 603/7-29/31-42, and 664 so 
converted in 1957, but not renumbered. 

A substantially simpler form was adopted. 
The half-height cab door was retained 
and door-top trays replaced the ticket and 
change machines fitted to the previous 
conversions. Body code RF5/2 was 
allocated. Further phased conversions saw 
the remaining crew-operated Country 
Area RFs fitted for OMO in the same 
form by March 1959, RF672 being 
converted in July 1958. 

The 1960s saw the Country Area 
bus RFs fitted with heaters whilst their 
differentials were changed from 51/6:1 to 
4 4 /7:l — a further attempt to reduce fuel 
consumption, which necessitated a chassis 
code revision to 1/2RF. 

Deliveries of new buses to the Country 
Area saw the transfer of 13 surplus green 
RF buses to the Central Area in early-1969. 
The remaining 148 green buses passed to 
London Country Bus Services on 1 January 
1970, their numbers soon diminishing 
as their new owner’s fleet replacement 
programme progressed. The majority were 
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RF 672 


U.W. 7 IO O 
SPEED:-30 M.P.H. 


The front nearside panel between window and wheelarch was fitted with slipboard 
brackets during RF672’s conversion to driver-only operation. ‘Pay as you enter. 
Fares ready, please’ notices were thus carried. The vertical panel next to the 
entrance doors was intended to house a semaphore indicator; flashing indicators 
were instead fitted above the rear view mirror brackets. These first appeared on 
selected members of the RF fleet in 1956; full-scale installation was carried out 
three years later. DAVID JUKES 

Legislation current at the time of the RF’s introduction required the exterior 
application of their legal maximum speed limit; this was applied beneath the 
unladen weight lettering forward of the rear nearside wheels. Subsequent 
legislation changes ensured its removal. DAVID JUKES 

An original style of notification transfer is applied beneath the access opening to 
RF672’s fuel cut-off tap. DAVID JUKES 


The forward nearside bench seat was removed from RF672 and replaced with a 
luggage rack on its July 1958 conversion from crew to driver-only operation. The 
replacement was sourced from RF341 enabling RF672 to seat 41 once again. Light 
green Rexine has been applied around the upper parts of the side window interior 
surrounds (this lighter colour was eliminated from the RFs during their first 
overhauls) and the pair of light bulbs above the seat have had their shades removed. 

A rearward view of RF672’s interior, resplendent in its original condition. The grey 
carpet is a temporary addition necessary to protect the floor surfaces from wet 
and/or muddy footwear. Note how the Rexine partition is aligned with the window 
dividing bars, and the re-coloured bell cord. 

The original style cab partition has been reinstated on RF672 to remove the 
modifications necessary for its role as a one-man-operated bus. The used ticket box 
has been reinstated in its original location on the cab door. 

A forward view of RF672’s interior - the restoration quality is clearly evident. 

All: DAVID JUKES 


withdrawn in the early- to mid-1970s until 
just RF684 of the original Country Area 
bus fleet remained — it was withdrawn, 
still in Lincoln green, on 20 May 1978. 

RF672 PRESERVATION 

RF672 was withdrawn from Staines in 
January 1972, just over 18 years after 
delivery to East Grinstead (it also saw use 
at Leatherhead, Addlestone, Hertford and 
Crawley for varying periods). It passed 
to Continental Pioneer of Richmond in 
March 1972 before sale to the Victoria 
Preservation Group six months later. 
RF672 was acquired by Richard Redfern 
for continued preservation in April 1973 
before acquisition by Paul Morris and 
Dave Simmons in January 1976. 

Paul’s involvement with the RF began 
during 1973: ‘I happened to be talking to 
Richard soon after he had acquired it,’ he 
recalls. ‘He asked if I would be interested 
in assisting him — I said yes and that is 
how I started. 'I effectively became a part- 
owner in 1974 and we took part in that 
year’s London to Brighton run, although 
RF672 was not actually entered.’ 

RESTORATION 

RF672 disappeared from the scene 
for a few years as its restoration was 
undertaken, mostly in the open air, at 
Continental Pioneer’s Richmond base, 

Paul and Dave formally taking ownership 
of RF672 during that time. David Jones 
joined in 1978, having previously been 
with the group that purchased RF503, 
which was later sold to buy RF392 instead. 
Dave Simmons left in the early-1980s to 
pursue other interests, having been heavily 
involved in rebuilding the engine that 
came from RF644 and is still in RF672. 

‘We effectively took the bus to pieces 
and put it back together again,’ states 
Paul. ‘We removed the side panels and 
dismantled the front end to properly 
restore the cab to its original state. 

‘All the mechanical units were removed 
and the engine fully rebuilt with almost 
every nut and bolt removed at some 
time. The gearbox was in fairly good 
order, and did not require much work 
except changing its seals and adjusting it 
properly.’ 

Work to the RF’s interior saw the 
Rexine finishes replaced in their entirety 
and the floor stripped to bare wood before 
new cork tiles and floor slats were laid. 

The nearside luggage rack was removed 
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and replaced with a seat taken from 
RF341, used by Continental Pioneer for 
spares to keep its fleet of ex-LT RFs in 
operation, thereby restoring RF672 to its 
original 41-seat layout. 

‘We spent most evenings and weekends, 
even a couple of Boxing Days, working on 
RF672,’ explains David. ‘We even worked 
one New Year’s Day, although I am unsure 
how much work was actually done! 

‘We were fortunate to own RF644, from 
which we stripped the seats and installed 
work benches and heating,’ he adds. ‘That 
was our mess bus. We stored it when 


RF672 was finished before letting it go for 
continued preservation, although I believe 
it was intended to become a caravan at one 
stage. It is now very nicely restored, I am 
pleased to say.’ 

RF672 was repainted Lincoln green in 
1979 and was then heavily rallied until 
1986/7, when David’s young family and his 
increased involvement with the Cobham 
Bus Museum ensured the Regal’s public 
appearances became fewer in number. 

A partial repaint was carried out in 1985 
owing to problems with some of the earlier 
work. 


The RF’s rear featured the characteristic centrally-mounted emergency exit door 
fitted to previous generations of LT single-deck buses and coaches as standard. The 
two-headed arrow for indicating turns was experimentally used only on LT’s private 
hire RF coaches and 24 Central Area RF buses in 1953; its offside mounting confused 
following road users when left turns were indicated. It was left painted out on other 
RFs, including RF672, until full indicators were fitted in 1959 — this unit was modified 
to show right turns by painting out the left arrow head and a new unit fitted on the 
nearside to show left turns. The amber and lenses are the original brake and tail 
lights respectively. Reflectors were later fitted to the RFs removable rear panel when 
a legislation change required their fitting - these have subsequently been removed 
during the restoration process. Beneath RF672 lies the substitute rear panel used 
while the bus is running on the highway — this has dual indicators, tail lights, brake 
lights and reflectors to ensure RF672 is road legal. DAVID JUKES 


London Transport-applied modifications 
undone during RF672’s restoration 


BODY-EXTERIOR 

■ Indicator ears removed (temporary 
replacements used when on road) 

■ Original-style nearside mirror support fitted 

■ Nearside slipboard brackets removed 

■ Reversing lights removed 

■ Nearside rear indicator assembly removed 

■ Rear reflectors removed 

■ Amber rear brake light reintroduced 

■ Driver’s opening emergency window replaced 
by sliding type 

■ Toggle-type fuel cutoff transfer applied to 
offside 

■ Speed 30mph transfer applied 

■ Bullseye transfer removed from rear emergency 
exit door 


BODY-INTERIOR 

■ Driver / conductor mirror removed 

■ Horizontal handrail removed from nearside 
windscreen 

■ Light green Rexine applied above windows 

■ Nearside luggage rack replaced by two seats 

■ Bell cord recoloured green 

■ Used ticket box repositioned onto cab door 

■ Over-cab transfers removed 

■ Shades removed from front pair of nearside 
saloon lights 

■ Ticket machine bracket and cab partition cut¬ 
out removed 

■ Seat runner treadplates replaced 

■ Original cab door step on header tank panel 
replaced 


BODY-CAB 

■ Lifeguard saw replaced 

■ Heater switches removed 

■ Indicator switch and wiring removed 
(temporary replacements used when on road) 

■ Removal of cab light and switch 

■ Fog lamp and offside wiper switch functions 
altered (functions transposed) 

■ Timecard holder removed from over heater and 
placed on cab door 


CHASSIS & ENGINE 

■ Thermostat housing repositioned from near 
radiator onto cylinder head 

■ Radiator draw tap extension replaced 

■ Engine lifting gear replaced 

■ Engine oil filter replaced 
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LONDON TRANSPORT RF TYPE CODES 


A type code was allocated to each significant chassis and body variation. These took an alphanumeric form in 
which a numerical prefix (chassis type) and suffix (body type) sandwiched the lettered class designation. 

CHASSIS 

IRF 
I/I RF 
2RF 
I/2RF 
2/2RF 
3RF 
4RF 

BODY: 

RFI Not used 

RFI/I Not used 

RFI/2 27ft 6in long 7ft 6in wide private hire coach (35 seats) 

RFI/3 RFI/2 modified for Green Line service 

RF2 30ft long 7ft 6in wide Central Area bus (41 seats, no platform doors) 

RF2/I 30ft long 7ft 6in wide Green Line coach (39 seats, platform doors) 

RF2/2 30ft long 7ft 6in wide Country Area bus (41 seats, platform doors) 

RF2/3 RF2 and RF2/2 converted to Green Line coach (40 seats, platform doors added to RF2 type) 

RF2/4 RF2/I modernized (39 seats, OMO) 

RF2/5 RF2/I modernized (39 seats, crew operation) 

RF2/6 RF2/I modernized with extra luggage racks (35 seats, OMO) 

RF3 30ft length 8ft wide private hire coach (RFW variant) 

RF4 30ft length 8ft wide IV 2 deck BEA airport coach 

RF5 RF2/2 experimentally fitted for OMO (39 seats, modified cab) 

RF5/I RF2/2 modified for OMO (39 seats, modified cab door) 

RF5/2 RF2/2 modified for OMO (39 seats, modified cab equipment) 

RF5/3 RF2 modified for OMO (39 seats, platform doors added) 

RF5/4 RF2/3 downgraded to OMO Country Area bus (38 seats) 

RF5/5 RF2/I downgraded to OMO Country Area bus (37 seats) 

RF5/6 RF2/2 modified for OMO equipped for Setright ticket machine (39 seats) 

RF5/7 RF2/2 modified for OMO equipped for Setright and Ultimate ticket machines (39 seats) 

RF5/8 RF2/4, RF2/5 & RF2/6 downgraded to OMO Country Area bus (37 seats) 

RF5/9 RF2 modified for OMO (39 seats, one-piece glazed platform doors, modified cab door) 

RF5/10 RF5/3 & RF5/9 modified for OMO equipped for Almex ticket machine (39 seats) 


27ft 6in long 7ft 6in wide private hire chassis 

27ft 6in long 7ft 6in wide private hire chassis converted for Green Line service 

30ft long 7ft 6in wide standard chassis for Green Line, Central Area and Country Area service 

30ft long 7ft 6in wide standard chassis with modified differential and fitted for saloon heating 

30ft long 7ft 6in wide standard chassis fitted with 40-gallon fuel tank 

30ft long 8ft wide chassis private hire chassis (RFW variant) 

30ft long 8ft wide airport coach chassis (9822E model owned by BEA) 


TIME OFF 

The Regal regularly attended the East 
Grinstead Running Day until a 2005 
encounter with another bus: Tt put a dent 
in the rear-offside corner which is probably 
one of the worst places to repair/ considers 
David. Tt took a while to sort that out, 
by which time some of the paintwork had 
gone off - everything above the windows 
dated from 1979 and the newer paint was 
losing its shine/ he adds. 

‘We both lacked time. Paul was self- 
employed and very busy doing restoration 
and mechanical work for others, and I 
was busy running a coach company and 
bringing up a young family. The RF did 
very little from 2005 until it was repainted 
in late-2013. 

BACK ON THE ROAD 

RF672 was initially run post-repaint without 
signwriting: ‘That was our deliberate 
intention/ says Paul. ‘RF672 has had every 
London Transport modification removed 
and is exactly how it was when new. 

‘My past London Transport employment 
— I started work as a trainee mechanic 
at Norbiton Garage in 1974 — meant I 
was able to obtain a lot of the information 
sheets sent to the garages/ he continues. 
‘These detailed every little modification 
and I inherited the Garage Foreman’s 
copies when the RFs left Norbiton in 1976. 

‘There were a lot of modifications made 
but we were able to undo these - RF672 
is the only RF that has been completely 
returned to original condition. 


‘We plan to get RF672 back up to 
standard/ Paul concludes. ‘We have the 
last seven or eight years to catch up with, 
and there are various things to start going 
through. The seats are original — the 
RF672 markings applied beneath the 
cushions by London Transport are still 
visible, but the leather has started cracking 
due to age, although atmosphere and 
dampness have not helped.’ 

‘We have had a lot of fun with RF672,’ 
adds David. ‘We hope to be out and 


about more as I am no longer restricted to 
attending rallies in school holidays following 
my wife’s retirement from teaching. 

‘Having children around also meant we 
would try to attend events with something 
other than buses to look at. They would 
otherwise not come along or be interested. 
They have moved on and have other 
interests, our aim is to attend around one 
event per month with RF672.’ 

Our thanks to Paul Morris and David 
Jones for their kind assistance. 
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BRINGING OUR BUS GUIDE TO LIFE.. 


,1 
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Part 'J - Pcwi'ls-Pscksf's 

Visions’ acclaimed London Bus Guide springs into motion! 

Volume 1: Double-Deckers features every type and combination currently 
operating on Transport for London routes*, from those living on borrowed 
time, like Arriva’s DLAs, to the the new designs recently introduced, such as 
the MCV Evoseti and BYD electric. 

Other highlights include: The unique DW411 and ST812; the 
Enviro400 Virtual Electric; the only B5TL Gemini 3s, WVL509 & 510; 
StreetDeck evaluation vehicle WSD1; Spirit of London; CT Plus’s new 
Enviro 400H City; the fast disappearing DB250 Geminis; the various Scania 
OmniCitys and Omnidekkas; Volvo Presidents . . . and New Routemasters, 
some in advertising vinyls. 

With more than 260 shots filmed all over London, this is a ‘must see’ survey 
of London’s double-deckers! * Listing correct to 20th June 2016 

DVD Features: Motion-menus,chapter points and commentary-off option. 



Written & Narrated by David Maxey 


BUS CLUB 


Issue 9 is available on 
23rd July 2016 
and includes: 


Members £18.95) 


,w LOMDOW£ft 


^LONDONER 


o* LONDONER 


Issue 9 Aug/Sep 20)1 


The Story of West Ham Garage 


Issue 3 
SOLD 
OUT 


•LONDONER 


Go-Ahead's MD Talks To 
The Londoner 


RTL1050's European 
Adventures in the'60s 

Lions, Bingo & Parties for 
an Aussie RT 


The Leon Daniels Column 

Data File Listing New Buses, 
Tenders & Events 


Join the London Bus Club & Receive The Next 
Six Issues of The Londoner. 
Membership benefits: 

Receive 6 issues of our highly acclaimed magazine ■ 

The Londoner (worth £21.00) 

Half-price tickets to ‘The Londoner Live 2016’ show. 

Discounts on all Visions’ products, save £££s 

Priority booking and discounts for our 
London Bus Tours 

Each member will also receive the exclusive Club 
badge & plastic credit card style Membership Card 

Your one year membership will cost only £19.95 and covers 6 


Go Ahead Insight 
Lions & Buses 
RF Monopoly 


Photo Gallery 

The Little Londoner Model 
Section 

and 20+ Pages of News 


News Round-Up 
RTL1050‘s European Tour 


LONDON 

BUS CLUB 


68 Pages 
£3.50 post free 


Available direct from Visions or through 
the Ian Allan shops. The London Transport 
Museum and selected traders at bus shows 


issues of The Londoner. 


Visions are the proud sponsors of 
London Vehicle Finder. 

Find the current location of any London bus. 
www. londonvf. co. uk 


HOW TO ORDER 

by post (cheques to Visions International): 

22 The Chase, Boreham, Essex CM3 3DY 
by credit/debit card via the phone: 01245 465974 
or on the web: www.visionsinternational.biz 












Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 


EFE’s revised casting of the RT/RTL 
bus comes into our headlights. 
With NIGEL APPLEFORD. 


Back in 1989 something very significant 
happened in the model bus world. Two 
manufacturers, the long established Corgi 
and new boy’ Exclusive First Editions 
(EFE) started production of some very 
accurate (compared with what had gone 
before) 4mm-scale model buses and 
coaches; these were an instant hit with 
bus and railway modellers and collectors. 
One of the first models from EFE was the 
London RT/RTL double-deck bus. Since 
then, when production runs amounted to 
23,000, things have quietened down with 
much smaller runs. There wasn’t much 
wrong with the original RT/RTL, but in 
September 2008 EFE gave it a ‘facelift’. 

The RT was London Transport’s 
standard postwar double-decker. The 
design was a joint collaboration between 
AEC and London Transport, the body 
design influenced by Roe bodies then 
being built for Leeds City Transport. 

Good driver visibility with a low bonnet 
line and four-bay construction was a major 
step forward in double-deck design. 

London Transport ordered 338 (later 
cut to 150) AEC Regent III chassis which 
were in production when war broke out 
in September 1939. The last of the batch, 
RT 151, did not reach London Transport 
until January 1942, although all were 



Preserved RTI702 (KYY 529) is seen at Hampton Court station on 23 October 2011. 
This particular bus carries a Park Royal 56-seat body and was built in 1950. 


built to prewar specification. The first RTs 
had AEC’s A185 8.8-litre diesel engine, 
replaced from RT152 with the A204 
9.6-litre direct injection diesel engine, 
all featured an air-operated pre-select 
gearbox and air brakes. 

Production of the RT recommenced in 
late 1946, bodywork being contracted out 
to Park Royal, Weymann, Saunders and 
Cravens. The Cravens bodies were non¬ 
standard with five-bay construction and 
an upright front, these would be among 
the first to be sold off. The later 3RT 
and 8RT bodies (which the EFE model 
is based on) displayed some differences 
from the bodies on RT2-151: the ultimate 
(narrow) destination blind was now 
located just above the driver with the via 
blind (wide) between the ultimate and the 


top-deck windows; the front route number 
remained above the top deck windows, 
although the rear one was removed and 
the route number joined the main display; 
the lower edge of the cab window forward 
of the driver’s door and the lower edge of 
the driver’s windscreen were horizontal, 
whereas on prewar examples they curved 
downwards towards the corner of the cab. 
Also, the lower offside bodyside, behind 
the rear wheel, did not curve in as it did 
ahead of the rear wheel and finally the 
number of ventilation slats below the 
windscreen was reduced from six to four. 
In total, London Transport received 4,674 
post-war RT-class buses between 1947 and 
1954 plus the 151 pre-war RTs, 1,631 RTLs 
and 500 RTWs — the latter two types 
had a variant of the Leyland Titan PD2 


FLEETLIST 


EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS 1:76 Scale AEC RT 



Ref: 

Chassis/Body/Identity: 

Released: 

Run: 

Notes: 

34101 

LTE RT469 (HLX 286) 

LT Red 

Sep 2008 

EFE Showbus Special 

34101A 

LTE RT469 (HLX 286) 

LT Red 

Oct 2012 

Code 2 Cobham 2012 

34101B 

LTE RT2629 (LYF 354) 

LT Red 

Aug 2013 

EFE Subscriber Offer 

34102 

LCBS RT604 (HLX 421) 

Green/Yellow 

Dec 2008 


34103 

LTE RT624 (JXC 432) 

LT Red 

May 2009 


34104 

LTE RT3256 (LLU 615) 

Green Line 

Apr20l0 


34I04A 

LTERT4II3 (LUC 462) 

Green Line 

Oct 2012 

Code 2 LT Museum 

34105 

LCBS LTE RT604 (HLX 421) 

NBC Green 

May 2011 


34106 

LTE RT4547 (OLD 767) 

LT Green 

Sep 2011 


34107 

LTE RTI538 (KGU 298) 

LT Red 

Mar 2012 


34108 

Coventry 99 (GKV 99) 

Maroon/Cream 

Jun 2012 


34109 

LTE RT3232 (KYY 961) 

Ensign/Green Line 

May 2013 


34110 

LCBS RT3752 (NLE 859) 

Green/Yellow 

Feb 2014 


341II 

LTE RT20I0 (LUC 236) 

LT Red 

Feb 2015 

EFE Subscriber Offer 

34112 

LTE RT2I77 (KGU 106) 

LT Red 

n/a 

Not yet released 

34113 

LCBS RTI018 (JXN 46) 

NBC Green 

Feb 2016 


34114 

LTE RT4276 (NLE 940) 

LT Green 

Jun 2016 

EFE Subscriber Offer 

EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS 1:76 Scale LEYLAND RTL 


36001 

Chieftain 67 (JXN 374) 

Green/Cream 

Oct 2008 


36002 

LTE RTL549 (KYY 642) 

LT Red 

Nov 2009 


36002A 

LTERTL9II (LLU 901) 

LT Red 

Apr 2010 

Code 2 Cobham 2010 

36002B 

LTE RTL 139 (KGK 803) 

LT Red 

Jul 2011 

Code 2 Cobham Special 

36003 

Central SMTHLI9I (JXN 333) 

Red 

Jul 2010 


36004 

Silver Star 36 (KGU 263) 

Silver/Red 

May 2011 


36005 

Chieftain 52 (YVA 776) 

Green/Cream 

May 2014 


36006 

‘EFE 25’ 

Silver/Red 

n/a 

EFE 25th Anniversary Not yet released 

36007 

Barton 1089 (OLD 790) 

Red/Cream 

n/a 

Not yet released 



chassis and in addition, the RTWs had 
Leyland 8ft-wide steel-framed bodies. The 
RTLs were bodied by Park Royal, Metro- 
Cammell and the last 30 by Weymann. 
Both types were powered by Leyland’s 
0.600 9.8-litre diesel (downrated) with 
an AEC pre-select gearbox and fluid 
flywheel. With the exception of the 
Cravens examples, RT/RTL bodies were 
generally interchangeable with each other. 

The whole RT family was never in 
operation all at the same time. Some 
surplus bodies were, for a short time, put 
onto modified STL chassis and classed 
as SRTs. The RTs also operated in the 
Country Area, the RTL and RTW classes 
being Central Area red buses. 

Sales of redundant buses commenced 
in the 1960s with many finding willing 
buyers for buses which in some cases were 
only six years old. RT-style buses were also 
built for St Helens (39 with Park Royal 
bodies) and a single example with Metro- 
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Top: The old and new front ends 
compared. The front dome is better and 
the new glazing is an improvement. The 
revised cab can be seen on the newer 
model in front. The old model can’t have 
been that bad as over 100 variations of 
the RT appeared together with 10 open- 
top and 29 RTL variants. The newer 
model also has indicators and mirrors 
and silver front wheel nut rings. The old 
model (10112) with Vernons adverts was 
released in December 1991, the newer 
34107 in March 2012. 

Right: From the rear there is obvious 
improvement around the rear platform; 
a window in the inside bulkhead, a 
used ticket box and handrails picked 
out in white/silver. The rear blind and 
numberplate areas are similar and have 
some relief, the later green model also 
features registration plates and improved 
printed detail. The green model of 
RT4547 was released in September 2011. 

Below left: The latest release of the RT is 
this Subscriber Special model (34114) of 
RT4276 (NLE 940) in London Transport 
Green which was released in June 2016. 

It carries period adverts for the ‘Flying 
Scotsman’. This model has mirrors but 
no indicators, these were fitted to the RT 
family by LT in 1959/60. 

Cammell body for Coventry. 

The RT fleet served London for roughly 
40 years. 484 RTs were transferred to the 
new London Country Bus Services on 1 
January 1970, the RTL and RTW fleet 
having been completely withdrawn before 
then. London Country’s last RT, RT604 
(HLX 421) bowed out in September 
1978, followed by the last LT examples at 



Barking on route 62 on 7 April 1979. 

The revised EFE models were 
introduced from September 2008, the 
revisions appearing to be fairly subtle. 
Both the original and revised models 
share the same scale dimensions of 26ft 
x 7ft 6in. The main visual improvement 
is the glazing which is now much more 
flush. The front dome has been modified 


losing the peak’ above the front windows 
on the older model but I’m still not 
100% convinced the shape of the dome 
is correct. All the windows are a fraction 
smaller with picked out sliders and the 
cab area has been slightly modified, 
the steering wheel sits lower and the 
windscreen is now flush, with a painted 
dividing bar and wiper. The radiators 



Above right: Coventry had a single RT with body by Metro- 
Cammell. Numbered 99 it was registered CKV 99. The maroon/ 
cream livery is very pleasing and well applied to the model 
which was released in January 2012. 

Right: One of the many independents that saw the RTL as a 
good buy was Silver Star of Porton Down near Salisbury. Silver 
Star operated services to the military establishments around 
Salisbury and double-deck vehicles were required for many 
services. EFE released this model of Silver Star 36 (KGU 263) 
in May 2011. It has mirrors, but was fitted with flashing side 
indicators by Silver Star. Silver Star was taken over by 
Wilts & Dorset in June 1963 and the RTL, which wasn’t used 
by Wilts & Dorset, passed to Super of Upminster. 
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are I think the same but benefit from the 
improvements in printed detail of the last 
two decades; the mudguards are also finer, 
particularly on the driver’s side. The front 
blind is now on a flat panel with tampo 
printed screens rather than with the relief 
of the earlier casting, side and rear remain 
with relief. I suspect this may make ex-LT 
models easier. Mirrors and in many cases 
indicators are now fitted, unfortunately 


the offside mirror is top mounted above 
the cab window rather than side mounted 
on the windscreen pillar, its shape is 
wrong as well. The raised depot allocation/ 
running number plate is now a flat transfer 
rather than with raised relief. Moving to 
the rear, the bulkhead now has a window, 
used ticket box and handrail, the platform 
pole and rear platform handrail are also 
now in silver/white. Wheels, chassis and 


At the other end of the country 
in Scotland, J. Laurie of 
Hamilton, trading as Chieftain, 
operated a number of RTLs 
in his fleet. There have been 
two releases of Chieftain 
RTL models: 67 (JXN 374) in 
October 2008 (36001) and 52 
(YVA 776) with adverts in May 
2014. EFE has re-transferred/ 
re-released a number of models 
with different identities over 
the last few years, this being 
one of them. Presumably 52 was 
re-registered by Laurie while 
in his fleet. Interestingly both 
Laurie and Silver Star were 
early Leyland Atlantean buyers. 

interior look similar to the original. 

The model is still constructed in the 
same way, two decks sandwiching a plastic 
‘band’ and held together with metal 
poles (now blackened) driven into plastic 
plugs and the plastic chassis riveted on 
under the platform. This remains a very 
popular model in the EFE range, the 
improvements are subtle but makes a good 
model even better than before. 



Chieftain was taken over by Central SMT in 1961 
and the 16 RTLs then in the fleet (and two almost 
new Atlanteans) were retained by Central and 
repainted in its livery, JXN 333 becoming HLI9I in 
the Central fleet. The model was released in July 
2010. 


Two models of the same bus. RT604 (HLX 421) was the last RT in London 
Country stock. There have been two models: 34102 in the later London 
Country Green livery with yellow band/lettering and 34105 in NBC green/white 
livery. RT604 was one of only five RTs to receive NBC livery and was eventually 
withdrawn in September 1978 following engine failure and is now preserved. 
The models were released in December 2008 and May 2011 respectively. 



The last day of RT operation at London Transport was 7 April 
1979 when Route 62 from Barking garage lost its RT allocation. 
The last bus was RT624 (JXC 432) and EFE released this Mast 
day of service* model in May 2009 (34103). 


RT3232 (KYY 961) is now a PCV in the fleet of Ensign, Purfleet. 
Having operated in Ensign’s silver/blue livery it has been 
restored back into London Transport Green Line livery. This 
model, released in May 2013, features mirrors but no indicators. 
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TTCDIECAST.COM 

107 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, DERBY, 01332 343943 - MODEL RAILWAYS - MODEL BUSES - MODELS CARS - MODEL TRUCKS 



BACHMANN DEALER EXCLUSIVES 



EFE 31514 London Transport 
Routemaster - SHOPLINKER RM59 


Reg Number - VLT 59 
Fleet Number - RM59 
Route - fare 30p - SHOPLINKER 

RRP: £37.50 - OUR PRICE: £31.88 


EFE 25711 London Transport DMS 
Bus & Coach 

Reg Number - GHV 63N 
Fleet Number - DMS1063 
Route - 40 

Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 




EFE 28825 London Transport 
Leyland Titan Prototype 2 Door 

Reg Number - BCK 706R 
Fleet Number - N/A 
Route - 024 
Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 


POSTAGE £3 PER MODEL (£3.50 FOR 2, £4 UP TO 4) 

TTCDIECAST.COM 


107 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, DERBY, 01332 343943 - MODEL RAILWAYS - MODEL BUSES - MODELS CARS - MODEL TRUCKS 































Nostalgia from Newcastle and some highly unusual omnibus related material to promote 
a trip to Japan by Routemaster are among NICK LARKIN’s subjects this month. 



RVFI771 


'OH BOH TO 
1*7 . HUS. 


‘We’ve gone for a lot of unusual 
bus-related things which hopefully your 
readers will like,’ said spokesman Matt 
Hart. ‘Selling merchandise is helping us 
get the bus ready for the trip — it’s just 
been repainted by Wyvern Omnibus and 
we’re making the trip next year, and are 
just finalising the exact time and route.’ 

So what can you buy? Firstly £45 plus £5 
postage would get you a unique wooden 
model from Le Toy Van, which obviously as 
the name suggested is a superb, if unusually 
styled bus, made in England, from wood. 
The company making the toys was set up 
by George Le Van in 1995. 

The ‘London Bus’, which boasts a roof 
mounted number box, 
is around ten inches 
high and 15 inches 
long. “We love this 
and did a deal for 
the remaining 
stocks,’ said 
Matt. You 
could also 
opt for a 
carrier bag or 
Routemaster 
air freshener! 

The idea 
for the Japan 


Plans to raise £25,000 or more for an 
important charity by taking a former 
Northern General Routemaster from 
England to Japan definitely mean the 
vehicle being ‘Off Route’ from its original 
journeys to Consett and South Shields. 

However the team behind the trip, 
which we’ve previously featured in B&CP 
reckon, however, that some of the 
fundraising items now on sale fit in well 
into this section’s tradition of unusual 
omnibus-related material. 


journey was conceived during a European 
trip by London taxi (meter off!). Funds 
are being raised for ShelterBox, which 
helps families around the world in disaster 
situations. The Routemaster will return 
to Britain by the way! 

‘Anyone interested in buying an item or 
supporting the trip should email 
Matt@japanorbust.org.uk and the 
website is www.japanorbust.co.uk 




64 


www.presbuspublishing.com 















IAUPIR 


NIGHT DRIVING 

Yet another obscure depiction of a bus on a 
vinyl record sleeve has been kindly sent to us 
by HENRY MELNYK. 

Actually Cyndi does look a little bit tired 
after driving that Chevrolet school bus all 
night! 



Ok, forget all the stuff about penny fares. At least the former Regent name lives on 
in service carried on bodywork in a colour not unlike that of London Country Bus 
Services. Thanks to MARK DIXON for the picture. 


SEDDON SERVICE 


Just when you thought an outlet 
to get your Seddon Pennine or RU 
serviced still exists, we have to 
disappoint that only the ‘camera 
angle’ made this a possibility. 

This Seddon is apparently a 


property services company! 



WOODV1LLE 



r. W : ? HTTV 


This month’s never before seen Box 
Brownie photo of joy comes from 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, where a near 
perfect selection of corporation buses 
await customers outside Central Station. 

Heading the queue is all-Leyland PD2/I, 
NBB 292, one of 20 delivered in 1950, 
and behind that, despite the fuel stain, a 
spanking new Alexander-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean. The racked back front upper- 


widescreen pillar suggests this was post 
the first Alexander batch which should 
make this photo post-1962, though it does 
look earlier. Behind this is NVK 320, one 
of the 40 Northern Coachbuilders-bodied 
AEC Regent Ills, one of which, NVK 341, 
still exists in preservation. Behind that 
is a Park Royal-bodied AEC Regent V, of 
which Newcastle had two batches of 20 
each. About to pass the line-up is a United 
Bristol MW. 


What a selection! Imagine a day 
riding around Newcastle on those, then 
bounding off the Atlantean to savour a 
magnificent BUT trolleybus. 

Ah, huge variations in sounds between 
all those vehicles, punctuated by Geordie 
accents and the smell of hot stottie cakes 
from Carrick’s the Baker. 

Makes today’s recipe of Stagecoach 
North East Tridents and a Gregg’s sausage 
roll seem rather weak by comparison! 
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Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 





An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody else 



zenith 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 

•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 







1023 9265 5224 ft 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com mPfCsbtlS 

www.presbuspublishing.com publishing 


Credit cards accepted on our wide range of books, DVDs and back issues! 


: Presbus publishing i 


'Presbus f^ushi'iiz 


PUBLISHING' 


Can’t make these dates? 
Then why not make an 
appointment to visit us? 

Call us NOW! 

024 7661 6930 


visit our sales stand, we will be at the following events 


SOUTH CERNEY Fri-Sun 5-7 August Gloucestershire Steam & Vintage Extravaganza 

GAYDON Sunday 21 August BUSES Festival 2016 

WYTHALL Sun/Mon 28/29 August Operating Days 

MANCHESTER Sunday 4 September MMT Trans-Lancs Rally 

MERTHYR TYDFIL Sunday 11 September Bus & Coach Wales 


! 7^1 


MasterCard 

| fife J 



VISA 

ELECTRON 
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BUSMART 



Buses and coaches for sale II 

Buses and coaches wanted II 

Bus and coach parts for sale II 

Bus and coach parts wanted III 

Storage wanted III 

Restoration services IV 

Books, magazines and DVDs for sale VI 

Photographs wanted VII 

Models wanted VII 

Miscellaneous artefacts for sale VII 

Events VII 


Other Categories (not listed this month) 

Accommodation 

Announcements 

Assistance available 

Assistance wanted 

Books, magazines and DVDs wanted 

Buses and coaches for hire 

Business for sale 

Heritage bus services/tours 

Information wanted 

Miscellaneous artefacts wanted 

Models for sale 

Museums 

Obituary 

Photographs for sale 
Property for sale 
Reunions 
Services 

Shared ownership 
Situations vacant 
Societies 

Sponsorship wanted 
Storage/workshop facilities 

Presbus bookshop 



UEHICLE: 1937 all-Crossley (MCCW frames) Mancunian 

DETAILS: Streamline single decker coach with six cylinder Crossley VR6 engine. 

Restoration partly completed including reframing of both sides. The vehicle is 
kept at Roaches Industrial Estate, Manchester Road, Mossley located behind the 
Lai Quilla Restaurant on the A635 just before Saddleworth border. 

Offers in the region of £3,500 invited. 

CONTACT: Telephone enquiries: 01457 874871 or email ralph diggleyorks@btinternet.com 



Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 



TRADE ADVERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 

mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

















































BUSES AND COACHES FOR SALE 


Dennis Javelin: Chassis No 2 unique opportunity to own the first 
Javelin built for sale (chassis No I was retained by Dennis for test 
purposes). In good mechanical order and currently MoT’d although 
the bodywork needs slight attention. Comes with a basket of spares 
including brake drums, lined shoes and full service kit. All sensible offers 
considered. Call for more info if needed 0771 8657200. 


1947 Leyland PDIAexJMT. Still in JMT colours, but in need of full 
restoration, contact Eddie on 07791271933. 



SPARE PARTS SERVICii We have Lodekka gearbox and axles available; 

Dennis Lancet 5 sp. gearbox; PD gearboxes ; RT engine, etc. 
WANTED: PD differential; Leyland National windscreens; Lodekka wings. 


BUSES AND COACHES WANTED 


Ex-Stagecoach/ex-First Volvo BIOM/Alexander PS single-deck 
bus with current MoT in good condition, Please email me if you can 
help. Matthew mattf6l @yahoo.com 


I960 Bristol MW Crosville Chester tow bus G386. Call Wynn 01766 
530664/07889 193981. 



Bristol single-deck bus Mechanically complete. Gardner 5LW £2,500 
contact Rush Green Motors on 01438 354174. (Trade). 


Six Plaxton Supreme double seat frames and squabs, with legs 
and footrests (with good rubber), suitable for 7ft 6in-wide saloon, the 
upholstery is in good condition. Dry stored, but need to be sold before 
they deteriorate. Looking for £50 per pair. Martyn Babb 01271 850021. 

Bristol Lodekka grille surround upper section with cast in badge, 
heavy cast alloy, genuine Bristol part in good condition, £80. Bristol 
lapel badge £ 18. All post free. Pictures via e-mail. aljencornwall@aol. 
com or call 01872 575140 




LET US 

SELL 

YOUR BUS 

FOR YOU! 

Do you have to unload a project that has 
now become a burden? Is your landlord, 
wife or partner being unreasonable? 
We may be able to help by marketing 
your bus, completing unfinished work 
if necessary and resolving the problem 
for you. 

We are the specialists for classic 
buses in the UK. Our job is to field the 
enquiries, humour the tyre-kickers and 
work to match a vehicle to a need. With 
no hassle for you. Our Sale or Return 
Scheme offers the chance to: 

• Store your bus at no cost in secure 
facilities. 

• Respect any conditions you may wish 
to make (e.g. UK preservation only). 

• Sell it on your behalf at an agreed 
price. 

• We have in-house coachbuilding 
facilities to complete a restoration. 

Tel: 01291 689361 | 


E-mail Bob at The Classic Bus Centre: 

classicbuscentre@gmail.com 
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Classic and Vintage Commercial Spares 
1940 to 1990 



Twelve sets of matching seats from a Duple 320/340 coach 
in average condition plus set of five matching rear seats. Buyer must 
collect from West Sussex £150. Tel: 07780730005 



Specially commissioned moquette suitable for East Yorkshire 
Motor Services or similar. 1.5 x 20.00m rolls £500 Contact Malcolm 
Wright. 07850940443 


We have thousands of parts new and 
secondhand for buses and coaches, trucks and lorries. 

We may just have that hard to find part. We also have 
hundreds of workshop manuals and part books. 


07803 181435 

We are always looking for vintage spares 


RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDFORD, B.M.C, COMMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDDON, THORNYCROFT, VOLVO etc. 



BUS AND COACH PARTS WANTED 


Driver’s seat in good condition to fit Bedford YNV/Duple Tel: 
07780730005 pic 

WANTED FOR BEDFORD OB 

Front and Rear road wheels 
and headlamp. 


Please call Cyril Kenzie: 01763 260288 


Guy bus/truck macot I3x6in polished £85 post free. Call Mr Yates 
0208 399 7541. 



Two Dunlop Highway 70 Cross 10-ply tyres 7.50 X 20 X 2. New 
old stock never been fitted, mint condition. Mansfield Notts. £125 
each. Call John Male: 07941913578. 



STORAGE WANTED 


Undercover storage wanted for minibus for restoration in 
Hampshire area Call 07455 260760 
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RESTORATION SERVICES 


Bus and Coach 
Works Specialists 


Bus Restorations Ltd 


Dan Buckman 

07782 313836 | info@bucksbodyshop.co.uk 

Unit 53, The Vinery, Poling, Arundel, West Sussex. BN18 9PY 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail markl969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 


Central F 


2>bua 

qorleYboa 

We specialise in the 
classic to the modern 
day buses and coaches, 
catering for anything 
from small repair work 
to a fall restoration, 
providing 1st class quality 
of workmanship at a 
competitive price. 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Repair work 
Repaints 
Panel work 
Metal fabrication 


Wood work 
Welding, including 
Mig and Tig 
Interior work 


Flooring 
Re-trimming 
Fall restorations 
& more. 



We have a large stock of engine spares for A EC & Ley land engines of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s 

Unit 5 Trackside, Abbot Close, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7JN 


We are currently looking to expand our team & are seeking experienced coachbuilders 

Please contact Seb Marshall on: Tel: 07950 272125 

WWW.HISTORlCVEHICLERESTORATION.COM 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays • We Have an Extensive Range 

of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations Available to Order 


• Custom Renovations 


• Insurance Approved 


• Our Experienced and Friendly 
Staff Provide Both Impartial 
and Friendly Advice 


Old and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Tel: 01262 603829 Fax: 01262 608908 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 




























BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 


BU FI I Transport Films 


BUSFLIX 144 

Suffolk 


June 2016 65 Minutes £10 



Filmed in Lowestoft, Felixstowe, 
Ipswich, Sudbury, Bury St 
Edmunds, & Newmarket. 



June 2016 
Widescreen 16:9 



Busflix latest releases 


BF 128 

East Lancs 

72 min 

Jan 16 

£12 

BF 129 

North Yorkshire 

72 min 

Jan 16 

£12 

BF 130 

Derbyshire East 

61 min 

Feb 16 

£10 

BF 131 

Hertfordshire North & East 

59 min 

Feb 16 

£10 

BF 132 

Hertfordshire South & West 

53 min 

Feb 16 

£10 

BF 133 

Northamptonshire 

57 min 

Feb 16 

£10 

BF 134 

West Lancashire 

58 min 

Mar 16 

£10 

BF 135 

South Lancashire 

64 min 

Mar 16 

£10 

BF 136 

Cumbria 

54 min 

Apr 2016 

£10 

BF 137 

North Lancashire 

55 min 

Apr 2016 

£10 

BF 138 

Northumberland 

64 min 

Apr 2016 

£10 

BF 139 

Shropshire 

59 min 

Apr 2016 

£10 

BF 140 

Lincolnshire 

75 min 

Apr 2016 

£12 

BF 141 

Swansea 

64 min 

Jun 2016 

£10 

BF 142 

South West Wales 

59 min 

Jun 2016 

£10 

BF 143 

Norfolk 

55 min 

Jun 2016 

£10 

BF 144 

Suffolk 

65 min 

Jun 2016 

£10 

BF 145 

Essex 

70 min 

Jun 2016 

£12 


Looking Back at Buses latest releases 


BUSFLIX 145 

Essex 


June 2016 70 Minutes £12 



LB 087 

York & Leeds 

55min 

1999 

£10 

LB 088 

Barnsley 

50 min 

1998-9 

£10 

LB 089 

Luton & Watford 

59 min 

1996-7 

£10 

LB 090 

Hertfordshire 

64 min 

1997-8 

£10 

LB 091 

Scarborough 

62 min 

2001-6 

£10 

LB 092 

Kent 

65 min 

1995-6 

£10 

LB 093 

Milton Keynes & Aylesbury 

68 min 

1995-9 

£10 

LB 094 

Gloucestershire 

37 min 

1994-04 

£7 

LB 095 

Somerset 

65 min 

1995-7 

£10 

LB 096 

Bristol & Bath 

62 min 

1999-2000 £10 

LB 097 

Eastbourne & Worthing 

67 min 

1994-7 

£10 

LB 098 

Brighton Part 1 

60 min 

1994 & 8 

£10 

LB 099 

Brighton Part 2 

65 min 

1995 & 9 

£10 




Filmed in Harlow, Chelmsford, 
Braintree, Colchester, Southend 
& Basildon. 



June 2016 
Widescreen 16:9 



Order via www.busflixfilms.com for quick despatch! 

Now accepting Credit & Debit Cards-S.A.E. for full list. Please make all cheques payable to D. Robinson 
14 St Philips close, Maltby, Rotherham, S66 8NJ. Postage & Packing: One Film £2.30, Two films £3.25, Three or more £4.50. 


you'd be 
surprised 
who 
reads it 


If you like old buses, you'll love 
this gorgeous magazine, 
full of fascinating articles and 
nostalgic pictures that give 
you an insight into the story 
of how we got to where 
we are today. 

If it's good enough for 
James Freeman, we reckon 
you'll enjoy it, too. 



specialist bookshops, ^ 
many WH Smith 
branches 
or by post from 

Classic Bus Publishing Ltd 
18 Brunstane Road 
Edinburgh EH15 2QJ 
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PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Quality slide collections purchased for cash: call Sandra 024 7661 
6930 or email presbusps2@btinternet.com 

Bedford 214 petrol cylinder head in good condition with or 
without valves. Tel Tom Simpson 01142 489139 or email tom_ 
simpson@talktalk.net 


MODELS WANTED 


I/24-scale LT roof box RT red or green call Malcolm on 01773 
770824 



Graham models 


FJ1M-3IT fl Reflections 

eWS wk?** l anywhere 

\ "intiieUKand 

e-mail: graham31.gl@gmail.com collect y 



MISCELLANEOUS 
ARTEFACTS FOR SALE 



Aldershot & District Traction Co double-sided 
enamel bus stop £60. Call Mr Yates 0208 399 7541. 


EVENTS 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


FRIDAY-SUNDAY 5-7 AUGUST 

Gloucestershire Vintage & Country Extravaganza at South Cerney 
Airfield near Cirencester. This event is the largest of its kind run 
entirely by volunteers and features a large bus and coach section. Free 
bus rides will be in operation around the airfield and there are links to 
and from Kemble Station and Cirencester Market Place. Please note 
many buses and coaches only attend on the Sunday. Full details at: 
www.steamextravaganza.com 


SUNDAY 7 AUGUST 

Gosport, Hants. Provincial Bus Rally at Stokes Bay, Gosport. 

10.00- 16.30. Organised by The Provincial Society. Vintage bus rides, 
large static display of buses, cavalcade of buses around Gosport. 
Supported by First Hampshire & Dorset and Bus & Coach Preservation 
magazine. Transport links: Frequent free shuttle bus connection from/ 
to Gosport Ferry for Portsmouth: train, bus and Isle of Wight ferry 
links. Souvenir programme and timetable available one week before 
event. More details on website: www.provincialsociety.org 

Shugborough Hall Classic Car & Transport Show. Shugborough 
Hall, Milford, Staffordshire STI7 OXB. Details: Gemini Events, Tel: 
01527 831726. Website: www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 


Tinkers Park Bus Rally and Model Railway Exhibition. Tinkers 
Park, Hadlow Down, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 4HS.I0.00-I7.00. 
Admission: Adults £6, Under I6’s £2. Model railway show with at least 
12 layouts; Narrow gauge railway offering free rides; Traction engine/ 
trailer free rides; Free bus services to and from site. Free car parking; 
various transport related stands, Organ Museum, programmes and 
on-site light refreshments. For more information please also visit: 
www.southdownnational.com or: www.tinkerspark.com Entry forms 
for vehicles and bus-related trade stands to: Paul Llewellyn, ‘Oakview’, 
Luxford Lane, Crowborough, TN6 2PJ. 

Oxford Bus Museum Vintage bus rides. Open 10.30-16.30 
with bus rides at 12.15 and 14.45. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, 
Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or visit: www. 
oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust Open Sunday. Bridgeton Bus 
Garage, Broad Street, Glasgow. Open 11.00-16.00. Admission: Adult 
£3.50, Child/OAP £2, Family £8. Details: GVVT, 76 Fordneuk Street, 
Glasgow G40 3AH. E-mail: info@gvvt.org or from website: www.gvvt. 
org 

Ipswich Transport Museum. Free Bus Rides to the Museum from 
the Town Centre and Railway Station (and back!). Leave the car behind 
and enjoy a leisurely free bus ride to and from the museum. Timetable 
on our website from early July. If you wish to come into the museum, 
normal admission charges apply (Adult £5.50, Child £3.50, Concessions 
£5, Family £16). Further details from Ipswich Transport Museum, Old 
Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Tel: 01473 715666, 
e-mail: enquiries@ ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or visit: www. 
ipswichtransportmuseum. co.uk 

East Kent 100 at the Herne Bay Bus Rally. William Street Car 
Park, Herne Bay, Kent CT6 5NZ. Enquiries: e-mail: nigel.coupe@ 
talktalk.net or send SAE to Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, Bromley 
BRI 3EU. Tel: 07932 812268. 

St Helens. North West Museum of Road Transport. British 
Sports Car Day. Museum open 11.00-16.00. Display of classic British 
sports cars with free heritage bus rides. Museum is near to St. Helens 
Central rail and bus stations. Free car parking nearby. Information from 
Clive Arnold: e-mail: clive@nwmort.co.uk or at our website: www. 
nwmort.co.uk or Tel: 01744 451681. North West Museum of Road 
Transport, The Old Bus Depot, 51 Hall Street, St Helens WAIO I DU. 


SUNDAY 14 AUGUST 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Event Day at South 
Yorkshire Transport Museum, Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, 
Rotherham S65 3SH. Open 10.30-16.00, shop and cafe open. Bus 
service to/from Rotherham Bus Station (Stand Cl) hourly from 10.45. 
Admission £4, Concessions £2.50, Family £10. Further details from: 
info@sytm.co.uk or Tel: 07950 327237. 

Dewsbury Bus Museum Summer Spectacular at the Mill Outlet, 
Batley. Admission by programme, £3 adult accompanied children free. 
Advance copy available for £4 by sending a cheque payable to West 
Riding Omnibus Museum Trust, 47E Dale Street, Ossett WF5 9HE. 
10.00-16.30 with a full day of free services and tours. Free shuttle 
service from Dewsbury South Street to the Ravensthorpe Museum 
building and the Mill Outlet. More than 20 vehicles running in service 
and a large selection of trade stalls, Museum Cafe, Tombola and much 
more. Visiting vehicles welcome. Free feeder services from Keighley, 
Bradford, Leeds & Wakefield. For more information visit: www. 
dewsburybusmuseum.co.uk 

2nd Dorchester Vintage Bus and Coach Running Day. Top 

o’ Town car park, Dorchester. Selection of buses & coaches of the 
past on display, free rides to delightful double-barrelled Dorset 
destinations such as Compton Valence, Litton Cheney, Maiden Newton, 
Winterbourne Whitechurch, Milton Abbas and Bere Regis plus 
other singularly named places such as Piddletrenthide, Puddletown, 
Charminster, Martinstown, Bovington and Poundbury. Cafe and toilets 
on site with free parking. Organised by Westcountry Historic Omnibus 
& Transport Trust (WHOTT) in conjunction with West Dorset District 
Council. Further details on: www.busmuseum.org or telephone 01395 
567795. 
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SUNDAY 14 AUGUST 

Ipswich Transport Museum. Free Bus Rides to the Museum from 
the Town Centre and Railway Station (and back!). Leave the car behind 
and enjoy a leisurely free bus ride to and from the museum. Timetable 
on our website from early July. If you wish to come into the museum, 
normal admission charges apply (Adult £5.50, Child £3.50, Concessions 
£5, Family £16). Further details from Ipswich Transport Museum, Old 
Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Tel: 01473 715666, 
e-mail: enquiries@ ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or visit: www. 
ipswichtransportmuseum. co.uk 


SATURDAY, 20 AUGUST 

IMBERBUS Classic Routemaster buses from Warminster Rail Station 
across rarely-seen parts of Salisbury Plain. Timetable on website: 
(www.imberbus. wordpress.com) two weeks before the event. 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 20/21 AUGUST 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Blues & Twos Weekend 
and Trolleydays. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: 01724 711391 or 
visit: www.sandtoft.org.uk 

Scottish Vintage Bus Museum Open Weekend and Transport 
Collectors Fair, Lathalmond, Fife KYI2 OSJ. 10.00-17.00. Free 
bus service from Dunfermline on the hour and half-hour between 
10.00-16.30. Display of buses from all over the UK, display of historic 
commercial vehicles, Transport Stalls. Details: 01383 623380 or visit: 
www.svbm.org.uk 


SUNDAY 21 AUGUST 

Leeds Classic Bus Runday (formerly Leeds City Transport Vintage 
Bus Running Day). Featuring the two previous routes and one new 
additional route: Route 26 (Middleton Railway-Kirkstall Abbey via 
Leeds city centre). Route 46 (Leeds Industrial Museum, Armley- 
Thwaite Mills, Hunslet via Leeds city centre) and new Route X49, ex 
Black Prince Buses, (Leeds New York Street (F4) to Morley Town 
Hall). All participating museums will be open all day to receive visitors 
and all sites allow for free park and ride. Thwaites Water Mills at 
Hunslet and Leeds Industrial Museum, Armley will be holding a classic 
car rally in conjunction with the event and Middleton Railway will be 
offering an enhanced train service to complement the Runday event. 
Bus services between 10.30-17.15, departing from bus stops F4/F7 in 
New York Street adjacent to Leeds Central Bus Station. All heritage 
services are free and operated by a variety of vintage and classic buses. 
There will also be special tours departing from Thwaites Water Mill 
to Temple Newsam on a preserved Wallace Arnold coach, e-mail: 
penninebusrallies@outlook.com for details. 

Old Buckenham Airfield, Attleborough, Norfolk. Eastern 
Transport Collection Society 5th Annual Bus Rally. Free 
heritage bus service every 20 minutes from/to Attleborough and rail 
station. Details on: http://www. oldbuck.com/en/events/the-eastern- 
transport-collection-5th-annual-bus- rally/ or e-mail: john.stewart@ 
easterntransportcollection.org.uk Entries invited to: richard.dixon@ 
easterntransportcollection.org.uk. 

Ipswich Transport Museum. Free Bus Rides to the Museum from 
the Town Centre and Railway Station (and back!). Leave the car behind 
and enjoy a leisurely free bus ride to and from the museum. Timetable 
on our website from early July. If you wish to come into the museum, 
normal admission charges apply (Adult £5.50, Child £3.50, Concessions 
£5, Family £16). Further details from Ipswich Transport Museum, Old 
Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Tel: 01473 715666, 
e-mail: enquiries@ ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or visit: www. 
ipswichtransportmuseum. co.uk 

Key Publishing Buses 2016 Festival. Heritage Motor Centre, 
Banbury Road, Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ. 10.00-17.00. Vehicle 
displays, trade stalls, free rides around the centre and local scenic 
routes. Ticket price includes access to Museum, parking and courtesy 
bus from Leamington Spa railway station. Trade stand booking and 
enquiries to: Julie Lawson, Telephone: 01780 755131 or e-mail: 
Julie.lawson@keypublishing.com More information on website: 
www.busesfestival.com 


Oxford Bus Museum Vintage bus rides. Open 10.30-16.30 
with bus rides at 12.15 and 14.45. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, 
Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or visit: www. 
oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Hampshire Road Run for Commercial Vehicles. Organised 
by The Thornycroft Society Ltd, now in its 15th year. Starts from 
and finishes at Milestones Museum, Basingstoke, Hants, distance 
approximately 60 miles through the Hampshire countryside. Open 
to all commercial vehicles, vans, emergency vehicles, Army, PSVs and 
lorries. Details and entry forms from Mr Ken Rampton, 01256 461034. 


FRIDAY/SATURDAY 26/27 AUGUST 

London Transport Museum, Depot Discovery Tours at Acton 
Depot. Museum Depot in Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. Adult £12, Concession £10, under 16s 
must be accompanied by an adult. Tickets must be pre-booked. Details: 
020 7565 7298 or visit: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY-MONDAY 27-29 AUGUST 
The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Late Summer Bank 
Holiday Weekend & Trolleydays. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: 
01724 711391 or visit: www.sandtoft.org.uk 


SUNDAY 28 AUGUST 

Southsea, Hants. Free Southsea Circular service operated 
by buses from the City of Portsmouth Preserved Transport Depot 
collection (new route for this year). For details visit: www.cpptd.co.uk 


SUNDAY/MONDAY 28/29 AUGUST 

The Transport Museum, Wythall. Summer Special. We will 
run as many classic buses as we can for your enjoyment, plus sales 
stands, miniature steam railway rides. Museum open 10.30-17.00 (last 
admission 16.30). Museum bus service 750 operates on both days from 
Holloway Circus (Suffolk St Queensway, near New Alexandra Theatre), 
central Birmingham, at 10.30 and 11.45 (fare £2.50 each way) and 
from Maypole at 10.50 and 12.05. Admission: £6 adult, £3 child. Family 
tickets available. Admission + all-day bus riding ticket: £11 adult, £5.50 
child. For further details contact The Transport Museum, Chapel Lane, 
Wythall B47 6JX. Telephone: 01564 826471, e-mail: enquiries@wythall. 
org.uk or visit website: www.wythall.org. uk 


MONDAY 29 AUGUST 

Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust 3rd Lytham St. Anne’s 
Running Day. Vehicles on display at Lytham Hall and in service around 
Lytham and St. Anne’s. For more details visit: www.rvpt.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum Vintage Buses to Witney. Open 
10.30-16.30 with bus rides hourly 11.30-15.30. Station Yard, Long 
Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or visit: 
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Ipswich Transport Museum ‘Ride a Fire Engine Day’. Get fired 
up with free rides on the Museum’s magnificent fire engines and see 
other visiting machines. Hear bells ring & sirens scream! A very popular 
event. 11.00-16.00, Admission Adult £7, Child £4.50, Concessions 
£6, Family £20. Further details from Ipswich Transport Museum, Old 
Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Tel: 01473 715666, 
e-mail: enquiries@ ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or visit: www. 
ipswichtransportmuseum. co.uk 

NEBPT Seaburn Historic Vehicle Display, Seaburn Recreation 
Ground on the seafront with trade stalls and amusements. 10.00-16.00. 
Buses, Coaches, Commercials, Classic Cars & Vans. Free classic bus 
services along the seafront. Details: www.nebpt.co.uk 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

Call: 024 7661 6930 

E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 
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The Second Sheffield Running Day 


Sunday 21$t August 2016, 

Tesco Park & Ride site, 

Abbeydale Road Sheffield. S7 2QB 
Preserved buses running in service. Static displays and stalls 
selling transport related goods. 

Free admission, programmes £3.00 

Frequent feeder buses from Sheffield bus & rail stations. 

www.wrbg.weebly.com 




BUSFLIX 

FILMS 





West Riding 

BUS GROUP 




TRANSPORT 

Museum 

WYTHALL 


Chapel Lane, Wythall, 
Worcestershire B47 6JX 

www.wythall.org.uk 
email: enquiries@wythall.org.uk 

Tel: 01564 826471 registered charity no 507191 



August Bank Holiday 
28th & 29th 


Sunday October 9th 
Autumn running day 

30 years since WMPTE buses passed to 
West Midlands Travel 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
AND RUNNING DAYS 


Open to 
October 30th 
Saturdays, 
Sundays & 
Bank Holidays 


Also Wednesday 
afternoons 
during school 
holidays 


Classic bus also runs 
during school holidays 
on Saturdays and 
Wednesdays at 2.30 
see website timetable 
for exact dates 



^ NEW FOR 2016 ★ 

Saturday October 29th 
Twilight Running Day 

opening time is 12.00, closing at 7.00pm 


LEICESTER 
‘HERITAGE BUS’ 
RUNNING DAY 
& RALLY 


USING THE NEW LARGER BIRSTALL PARK & RIDE SITE 


A variety of FREE 
bus services 
including a regular 
service to Ifre 
Stoneygale Tram 

Depot, GCR Qvdrn p. 

Station and a 
shuttle service to 
the First Leicester 
Depot Open Day 
for connections to 
the Abbey 
Pumptng Station 
Museum 




UUlH-s 


FROM 10.30 AM to 5 PM 


Sunday 4th September 2016 


plus a FUN DAY at 
First Leicester’s 
Abbey Lane Depot 



Tra</-*1 to the Afofrey Pumping Station or Afrti^y Lone Bus Depot fry Auj serwes '54 - Beaumont Centre' 
from London Road Station or City Centre (Haymadte! Bos Station) 

Thert mit fro FREE e*r parking HJ rftu Bintlli $ Rid9 Sflt f LE4 


Running Day organised by the Leicester Transport Heritage Trust in 
conjunction with the Abbey Pumping Station Museum* 
the Great Central Railway and First Leicester 
For full and up to date information visit www.ltht.org.uk 
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ANNUAL BUS GALA 

Sunday 4th September 2016 


Bewdley Station on the Severn Valley Railway 
is once again holding its annual bus gala on the 
above date. 

With up to 30 buses, sales stands, and vintage bus 
rides around the riverside town of Bewdley it's a 
great day for everyone. 

Entrance charge is just £2.00. 

There are no parking facilities at the station so why 
not travel to the station by one of our heritage 
steam hauled trains when your ticket covers 
admission cost. 



BUS/RAIL 

COLLECTORS FAIR 

Pudsey Civic Hall, Dawson's Comer, Pudsey, Near Leeds 

Saturday 29th October 2016 


Up to 100 
stalls selling 
all manner 
of Transport 
Memorabilia - 
Books, 

Photographs, 
Models and 
Tickets etc. 

Open: 

10am -4pm 
Admission: £1 


For further details please call Barry Moreton 

01299 401776 


Enquiries: Barry Rennison, Tel: 0113 2363695 
E-mail: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 
www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 




FREE FAMILY FUN DAY SIGNPOSTED FROM A470 


MERTHYR TYDFIL 

BUS & COACH WALES 2016 

INCORPORATING CLASSIC CAR DISPLAY 
SUNDAY II SEPTEMBER 10AM TO 4.30PM 
MERTHYR TYDFIL LEISURE CENTRE 


FREE Entry for all 
Classic cars, 
Commercials 
Buses & 

Coaches 
old & new. 
5ide stalls, 
and FREE 
Heritage 
bus trips 


Organised by the 

Cardiff Transport Preservation Group 
In association with Merthyr Tydfil Leisure Trust 


Merthyr Tydfil L ... K J 

Leisure Vi. Merthyr Tudful 


www.ctpg.co.uk 

Enquiries: to: Mike 07733 302242 
please e-mail: info@ctpg.co.uk 


Note: All Heritage buses have high step entrances. 



TAL \ 

Transport Auctions of London 


TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The expert Auction House for 

LONDON'S 

TRANSPORT COLLECTABLES 

Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination blinds, 
tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 

Regular sales held at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon. 
Live bidding in the saleroom and worldwide on the internet. 

Sale dates: Saturdays 29 October 2016 & 25 February 201 7 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Free advice & valuations 

• Expertly-written catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 

• Fast & friendly response to all enquiries 


Now taking entries for our October sale 

Contact us for expert advice & free valuations 
enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 


\\l& 'iVppS rY- 


Tel: 01737 237505 
www.transportauctionslondon.com 
Facebook: transportauctionsoflondon 
Twitter: @TranspAuctions 
Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 
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BUSFLIX 

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 2 NEW PHOTO BOOKS COVERING 
NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT BUSES FROM THE 50'S AND 60'S 
ALL PICTURES ARE PREVIOUSLY UNPUBLISHED 


NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT 
Buses in 50's and 60's 

41 Colour and Black & white 
pictures never seen before. 

BEWCASUt H THAN, 


NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT 
Buses in 50's and 60's Part 2 



A ‘ur titer look at Newca*tie Transport busei h the 50's and 6ffs 
both with the Corporation and with subsequent owners 


EACH BOOK £6.00 EACH & £1.75 P&P FOR 1 or £2.70 FOR 2 

WWW.BUSFLIXFILMS.COM 

OR BY MAIL FROM: 

BUSFLIX 14 ST PHILIPS CLOSE, MALTBY, ROTHERHAM S66 8NJ. 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO “D.ROBINSON”. 




GLASGOW VINTAGE VEHICLE TRUST 

ANNUAL OPEN WEEKEND 

8th-9th October 2016 10am - 5pm 

Free Vintage Bus 
Service all day 

Sales Stalls 



INDAY OPENINGS 

2 w j ■ 

• ■ *”*T/1^i(TOge is 




Visiting 

Vehicles 



BRIDGETON 

BUS GARAGE 


Follow us on 

facebook 


BROAD STREET 
GLASGOW G40 3AH 


open on the first 
Sunday of each 
month from May to 
September from 
1 1 am-4pm 

www.gvvt.org 

Registered Scottish Charity Number SC034066 
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Trans-Lancs 
Road Run 
3rd Revival 

Sunday 4th Ik 
September 2016 


FREE BREAKFAST 
FOR ALL ATTENDEES 


SELNEC PRESERVAT/ON SOC/E7Y 


The much loved tradition that is 
the “Road Run” was quietly 
dropped several years ago from 
the Heaton Park Rally schedule, 
by the Museum of Transport. 

So, after two successful years, 

The Selnec Preservation Society 
are bringing the Road Run back 
for a triumphant, third outing! 

- Free breakfast served from 
8:30am until 11am on Boyle St. 

- All vehicles are welcome 

- Vehicles taking part must arrive 
before 10:30am 

- Free travel on SPS vehicles 

- Road Run starts at 11 am on Boyle St, 
just off Queen’s Road in Manchester. 




Super Presbus publishing 


’sik tiuner aeuls. 


We have limited stocks, 


ORDER NOW AND GET 
POST-FREE UK DELIVERY 




OLYMPIAN 


MARTIN 3 CURTIS 


Come and visit our premises 

Customers are 
welcome to view 
our extensive 
mint-condition 
secondhand stock, 
appointment only 
iasi 


VOLVO ATLSA 


WALLACE ARNOLD 
DAYS 


so order now to avoid disappointment. 


TITLE 

PUBLISHER 

WAS 

NOW 

AEC Buses since 1955 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

AEC Regent V 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Badgerline 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

BET Buses in the 1960s 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Birmingham Buses Route by Route 

Ian Allan 

£24.99 

£15.00 

Bristol Lodekka in Colour 

Ian Allan 

£20.00 

£12.00 

Britain’s Last Municipal Operators 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Britain’s Olympic Hope 

Presbus Publishing 

£12.50 

£8.00 

British Buses in the 1980s 

Fonthill 

£14.99 

£9.00 

Bus & Coach Preservation H’book 2010 

Presbus Publishing 

£14.95 

£3.00 

Central South Buses in the 1970s 

Presbus Publishing 

£8.50 

£4.00 

Crosville in Colour 1965-1986 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

Crosville The NBC Years 

Presbus Publishing 

£12.50 

£6.00 

Daimler Fleetline 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Dennis Dominator 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

Glory Days North Western 

Ian Allan 

£16.99 

£10.00 

Glory Days United Counties 

Ian Allan 

£16.99 

£10.00 

Glory Days Yorkshire Traction 

Ian Allan 

£16.99 

£10.00 

Go-Ahead Group 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Leyland Buses since 1955 

Ian Allan 

£17.99 

£11.00 

Lodekka Alternatives 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

London’s Classic Buses: A Black and White Album 

Capital Transport 

£16.95 

£10.00 

London Transport 1970-1984 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

London Transport 1949-1974 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

London Trolleybuses A Class Album 

Capital Transport 

£18.95 

£12.00 

Lodon Memories 

Ian Allan 

£14.99 

£9.00 

London Titan 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Midland Red in NBC Days 

Ian Allan 

£20.00 

£12.00 

Midland Red Bus Garages 

Ian Allan 

£30.00 

£18.00 

Olympian — Bristol/Leyland/Volvo 

Ian Allan 

£18.99 

£11.00 

Prestige: Hants & Dorset 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige:Hull 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige: Midland Red 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige: Sheffield United Tours 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige: South Coast 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige: Trent 1 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige: Trent 2 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige: United Counties 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige: Venture of Consett 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige: West Riding 2 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Prestige: Yorkshire Traction 2 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

South East Buses in the 1970s 

Presbus Publishing 

£8.50 

£4.00 

Southdown NBC 

Ian Allan 

£16.99 

£10.00 

Southern National 

Ian Allan 

£16.99 

£10.00 

Swanbrook Motor Services 

Colin Martin 

£9.99 

£5.00 

Volvo Ailsa 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 


Please include a telephone number with all orders! 


Wallace Arnold Days 


I© 

We accept payment by credit/debit cards 
and cheques payable to Presbus Publishing: 
Unit 12, Redland Close, Aldermans Green 
Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP 


Order now for UK delivery 

Call us on: 024 7661 6930 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 
www.presbuspublishing.com 


















Mail Order Book Service 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by major 
credit/debit cards and also by 
cheques made payable to 
Presbus Publishing. 


MasterCard 



I I 


VISA 


I I 


VISA 



Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

Presbus Publishing 

Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 


024 7661 6930 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 

PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK* DELIVERY 

(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


A SELECTION OF NEW AND RECENT TITLES 



Brighton Buses 
*and Trams 


Country Buses vol 3 

Laurie Akehurst \ Capital 
180 pages | hbk 

£30.00 


COUNTRY BUSES 




Bispham to 
Fleetwood: The 
Blackpool Tramway 
since 1960 vol 3 

Brian Turner \ Capital 
176 pages | hbk 
£30.00 Coming Soon 


m 


: v ■, 




Buses Yearbook 2017 

S J Brown \ Key Publishing 
128 pages | hbk 
£ 17.99 Coming Soon 


Isle of Man Road 
Services 

R Davis | Lily Publications 
98 pages | sbk 
£ 15.00 Coming Soon 


THE LONDON 

ENVIRO400 


The London 
Enviro 400 

Matthew Wharmby 
192 pages | hbk 

£25.00 


Brighton Buses 
and Trams 

D Toy | Capital Transport 
152 pages | hbk 

£30.00 


Central SMT Buses 

D Devoy | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


DAVID DEVOY 

CENTR AL SMT 
BUSES 


DAVID DEVOY 

KELVIN CENTRAL 
BUSES 


Kelvin Central Buses 

David Devoy | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


Cambridgeshire 

Buses 


John Law \ Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


IOHN LAW 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


www.presbuspublishing.com 








































































tel: 01442 820580 I e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 8, The Old Silk Mill, Brook Street, Tring, Hertfordshire. HP23 5EF 


* Offer ends 9.9.16 - only open to new subscribers 


With your new 
subscription you will 
receive absolutely free: 

Cambridge Coach Services 
Hedingham & District Omnibuses 
Hebble Motor Services Limited 
A City of Oxford Album 
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Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 
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Date: 
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The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
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Owned by Mr Eric Graveling, EAV458 is a Leyland PSI, new to Sutherland of Peterhead 
in 1948 before passing with that fleet to Alexander (Northern) in 1950 (Alexander being 
the old equivalent of Stagecoach in Scotland). 

458 passed through numerous owners after 1970, before I acquired it in 2008. In 
the time I have owned it, 458 has been treated to an extensive refurbishing of the 
ash framework. 

During 458’s life, it has been on foreign soil at least twice. First in 1977 when it went to 
Red Square, Moscow, and in 2008 to an Oldtimers Bus Rally in Diepenbeek, Belgium. 


Truckfix are a family of Engineers with a genuine interest in the products 
that we supply, we have a can do attitude that allows flexibility in the creation of 
special items and that enables existing problems to be engineered out. 

Clutches, flywheels, cranes, PSV, drive plate re-corking, friction material, dry and 
oil immersed friction specialists, custom clutch service and technical advice. 

TEL: 01274 877322 FAX: 08448 584481 
EMAIL: sales@truckfixclutches.com www.truckfixclutches.com 


Truckfix Limited. Highfield Works, 
Bradford Road, Cleckheaton, BD19 3TN 


B Search 
Truckfix 
Clutches 
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WELCOME! In this guide, we have included 
what we believe to be a comprehensive list 
of societies based on the most up-to-date 
information we have on file. Should your 
information not be correct, please let us know 
as we will be updating this listing in Busmart 


over the coming month's, as necessary. 

We hope that this will become a regular 
feature so please help to improve accuracy 
and become more comprehensive by keeping 
us informed of changes. 

PHILIP LAMB 


Below: West Midlands 6896 
(WDA 986T), an MCW-bodied 
Leyland Fleetline is a recent arrival 
at The Transport Museum, Wythall. 

All pictures: PHILIP LAMB 
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The 500 Group: Preserving Teesside's Transport Heritage. We are a 

long established group for bus enthusiasts interested in the operations 
of Stagecoach on Teesside and its predecessor, Cleveland Transit. We own 
four vehicles that are native to Teesside; two are fully restored and operate 
successfully on a program of summer events. One is currently being 
restored by our own membership and one is awaiting its turn for similar 
treatment. The Group hold regular meetings on the last Tuesday in each 
month at the New Moon Club, at the Green, Billingham. Meetings include 
slide shows, video presentations and talks buy invited speakers on a variety 
of transport subjects. If you are interested in buses on Teesside we are the 
people for you. New members are always made welcome and should call: 
01642 782796 or e-mail: details-500group@ntlworld.com 

The AEC Society, for the appreciation, preservation and documentation 
of the products of The Associated Equipment Company Ltd. Membership 
costs £20 per year (£23 overseas). For further details contact Howard Berry, 

7 Donaldson Drive, Cheswardine Shropshire TF9 2NY, 0750 4974776, email 
membership@aecsociety.com or visit www.aecsociety.com 

Aldershot & District Omnibuses Rescue & Restoration Society. Formed 
in 1996 to rescue and restore two 1928 Dennis 'E' buses, it has grown into 
a charity with eight A&D buses. A small team concentrate on restoration 
work but all members receive a bi-annual newsletter. Membership is £10 
per year. Details of how to join and a membership form are on the ADBIG 
website: www.adbig.co.uk 

Amersham & District Motorbus Society is a friendly local society 
formed in 1989 to cater for the needs of all bus enthusiasts in Southern 
Buckinghamshire, East Berkshire and surrounding areas. We offer regular 
trips from the High Wycombe/Amersham areas (often in a preserved ex 
LT vehicle) to bus rallies and places of transport interest, winter indoor 
meetings and a regular newsletter. We also organise the annual Vintage 
Bus Running Days at Amersham, Slough/Windsor and Hemel Hempstead. 
Interested? Please write (enclosing an SAE) to John Hutchinson, 58 Poles 
Hill Road, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB10 OQB. Or visit our website: www. 
amershammotorbussociety.co.uk 

The Ayrshire Bus Group is a group of Ayrshire locals who discuss anything 
regarding buses in the Ayrshire area. This includes A1 Service, AA Motor 
Services/AA Buses, and any other companies (past or present) locally. Main 
interests include history (words/pictures), buses that have run, services 
that have operated and much more. For more information, telephone 
07984 982446 or visit our website: www.ayrshirebusgroup.co.uk 

The Barrow Transport Group is the support group of the Barrow 
Transport Museum Trust, a charity whose aim is to create a museum 
dedicated to the transport history of Furness and South Cumbria. The 
Trust's collection consists of mainly former Barrow Corporation vehicles, 
the majority of Leyland manufacture but also two rare tri-axle Talbot 
minibuses — surely the largest preserved collection! Our vehicles regularly 
attend rallies and events throughout the north of England. Members are 
welcome to participate in vehicle restoration projects, fundraising, social 
and community events. For those who are less 'hands on' or further away 
newsletters are produced periodically to keep them informed of our 
activities. Membership costs £10 per year, details from: The Membership 
Secretary, 15 Kentmere Grove, Morecambe, Lancs LA4 5UF or e-mail: btg- 
online@hotmail.co.uk 

The Bedford Enthusiasts Club. Formed in 2013 for both owners and 
enthusiasts of Bedfords and other associated historical GM-manufactured 
vehicles. The BEC aims to keep the Bedford legend alive by providing a 
forum for owners and enthusiasts, to interchange ideas and spares and to 
create a social structure for members to enjoy. Contact: The Bunker, Airfield 
Way, Hooton Park, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire CH65 1BQ. Call: 07745 873491 or 
email info@tbec.info For more information: http://bedfordenthusiastsclub. 
com 

The Black Country Museum Transport Group, c/o Black Country Living 
Museum, Tipton Road, Dudley DY1 4SQ has been in existence for almost 
30 years. It was formed when the Wolverhampton Trolleybus Preservation 
Group moved, with its two trolleybuses, to the Museum, where it 
proceeded to erect almost one mile of'overhead', thus becoming the 
world's only double-decker trolleybus service - a title it still holds today. 
Membership is open to everyone, with membership fees of £8 per year 
for adults, £5.50 per year for under 16's, £21 per year Family membership 
and Life membership at £160. We meet at the BCLM every Wednesday and 
Sunday for preservation work, and operate the trolleybuses on Sundays and 
Bank Holidays. We also have a number of motorbuses, most of which are in 
various stages of restoration. Membership application forms are available 
from our Membership Secretary, 158 Yardley Fields Road, Birmingham B33 
8QX. Please enclose an SAE for a swift reply. 


The Blackpool Transport Omnibus Group. Formed in 2005. we own two 

Leyland Atlanteans and a Blackpool Metrorider, Fylde Blue Buses/Seagull 
Coaches 45 (B75 URN) which is the LAST registered and coach-seated 
Atlantean for the British home market now fully restored and Lancaster City 
Transport 222 (BFV 222Y) one of only three coach seated Atlanteans for this 
company being restored into original centenary livery. We are looking for 
active partners/share holders to come into our group and members who 
would like to participate in helping to restore our buses. For further info 
please contact Mr Michael Brady (Chairman) on 01253 348494 or visit our 
web site www.BlackpoolTransportOmnibusGroup.fotopic.com 

Bradford Trolleybus Association. Our aim is to raise funds to commence 
the restoration of former Bradford trolleybus 758, currently residing at 
Sandtoft. This vehicle was the first in Britain to be fitted with flashing 
indicators. Our meetings are held at The Midland Hotel, Forster Square, 
Bradford on the second Friday of the month (except August) at 19.30, all 
welcome. For a sample of our quarterly magazine 'Trackless' please send 
two second class stamps to Gary Wilkinson, 59A Pentland Avenue, Clayton, 
Bradford, West Yorkshire BD14 6JF. 

Bristol Vintage Bus Group is based near the city of Bristol. Its present 
members own a very interesting and varied collection of vintage Bristol 
Buses and a number of classic half-cab London Buses. All the buses are 
maintained and have been, or are being restored by members and friends 
throughout the whole year. During the rally season a variety of the Group's 
buses are driven to many interesting venues by members, with other 
members and friends on board. We are a fairly small group with quite 
a number of buses and could use a few more members. If you live in or 
around the Bristol area, and are interested in vintage buses, especially 
ex-Bristol vehicles, and would like to be involved in the maintenance, 
restoration and rallying of our fleet please contact Mike Stokes, Tel: 01454 
319250, for further details. 

The British Bus Preservation Group was formed in 1990 and has been 
responsible for rescuing a wide variety of classic buses and coaches, 
sometimes at extremely short notice. We are a largely informal and 
friendly group and aim to help with many of the usual problems facing 
vehicle owners, including finding spare parts and locating suitable 
accommodation. We are unusual amongst preservation organisations 
in having our own set of trade plates which permit members to move 
unlicensed vehicles legally. We publish a full-colour magazine four times 
a year. Annual subscription is £15 (£20 overseas). Membership Secretary: 
Steve Mortimore, 14 Hartwell Drive, Kempston, Bedford MK42 8UY (01234 
855659); other enquiries to Chairman, Geoff Percy, 25 The Rise, Hillingdon, 
Middlesex UB10 OJL or e-mail: info@bbpg.co.uk Visit our website: www. 
bbpg.co.uk for more information. 

British Minibus Preservation Group. New website about 
preserved minibuses, online site at: http://www.freewebs.com/ 
britishminibuspreservation I am compiling a list of surviving 
Metroriders and Sherpas, any information appreciated, contact BMPG at 
britishminibus@aol.com 

British Trolleybus Society. Representing Britain's trolleybus heritage for 
half a century. The Society issues three monthly magazines: Trolleybus, 
with news of trolleybus developments at home and abroad; Bus Fare, with 
news of contemporary bus developments in the Reading area and Wheels, 
a commentary on public transport in West Yorkshire. For further details 
visit our website: www.britishtrolley.org.uk or write to BTS Secretary, 2 
Josephine Court, Southcote Road, Reading RG3 2DG. 

Cambridge Omnibus Society Meets at Friends Meeting House, Jesus Lane, 
Cambridge on the second Tuesday from September to May only. Website: 
http://www.cambridge-omnibus-society.co.uk 

Cardiff & South Wales Trolleybus Project. Formed in 1992 the project 
is the only specialist trolleybus restorer in the Principality, working on the 
only Bruce-bodied trolleybus in the world and the last three-axle single 
decker built in the UK, both restorations are well underway. Membership is 
currently £13.50 per year, with six bi-monthly newsletters with meetings on 
the third Monday of each month in Cardiff. All skills are welcomed through 
to fundraising, admin and tea makers — if you relish a challenge, visits to 
our workshop can be arranged by contacting our Membership Secretary 
Keith Walker, 211, Hillrise, Llanedeyrn, Cardiff. CF23 6UQ or Tel: 02920 
733206 

Cardiff Transport Preservation Group. Base is a 1930s purpose designed 
former Western Welsh bus garage, plus secure open or covered storage 
subject to agreement, and space available for dedicated people to work on 
vehicles. We restore buses and coaches to heritage vehicle standards. The 
group owns vehicles whilst others are owned by one or a group of 
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members. We hold monthly meetings for members which during the 
summer include evening trips on heritage vehicles. We publish a journal 
on a periodic basis covering news on events and articles concerning 
vehicles and operators of our region, free to members. All members are 
encouraged to participate in Group events such as our Depot Open Days, 
the heritage and classic transport shows we organise and to attending 
events relatively locally to the region. By special advanced request, 
opportunities may be available to use examples of our heritage vehicle 
collection for photographic set-purposes, television or film use.Our 
depot at Barry is a working restoration, so generally we are only open to 
the public on Event days, however we try to accommodate an occasional 
visitor as members are about most Fridays and Saturdays throughout the 
year. If you wish to visit as a group party, please contact us in advance. 
Membership rate for 2016 is £20 per person or £25 for a family for one year, 
please contact our Membership Secretary clivewilliamsl07@outlook.com 
or write to 4 Jubilee Crescent, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9SR 
Communications: 

Channel Islands Bus Society aims to keep members abreast of bus and 
coach developments in Jersey, Guernsey and Alderney, though we leave 
the Sark horse-drawn carriages to look after themselves! We produce 
an illustrated colour A5 newsletter four times a year. Separate sections 
cover operators in the Bailiwicks of Guernsey and Jersey and there is 
a preservation section to keep track of the many Cl buses in Britain. In 
addition each issue usually includes one or more topical or historical 
articles on buses or their operation, or operators. There is also a series of 
Special Publications available to members, as well as a variety of videos, 
ephemera, timetables and Cl bus related items (blinds, ticket machines etc) 
through our mail order shop. Subscriptions run for the calendar year and 
cost £12 for UK, £14 other EU countries. Request for a sample newsletter or 
subscription cheques/postal orders (payable to 'J. R.Young') should be sent 
to Dr J. R. Young, 67 Boston Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, Essex SS2 6JH. 

The Classic London Bus Society provides day excursions for bus 
enthusiasts, using traditional London half cab buses wherever possible. 

We visit museums, depots and other collections of interest, some of which 
are not normally open to the public. The Society also runs trips to rallies 
in and outside the Capital, and uses appropriate vehicles to re-create 
long forgotten routes, both of the red and green variety. Our starting 
point is generally Central London. There is a one-off lifetime membership 
fee of £12.50, and new members are always welcome. Please see our 
website www.tclbs.org or write to Trevor Hawes, TCLBS, Cedar Croft, Ainger 
Road London NW3 3AU for further details. 

The Coventry Corporation Transport Society. For everything Coventry 
Transport as we remember it. Free membership and an online form in our 
new up and running website at www.cct-society.org.uk, or contact the 
webmaster through the website, or e-mail: peterwalduck@btinternet.com 

Crosville Enthusiasts' Club (1967). Interested in the operators in the 
former Crosville Motor Services area? Members are kept informed by a 
monthly illustrated magazine on the activities of Arriva North West and 
Wales plus First Potteries and smaller operators in the area. Also included 
are articles of current and historic nature. We have a programme of tours, 
visits and meetings throughout the year. For a sample magazine and 
membership details contact: John F. Baker, 13 Wepre Lane, Connahs Quay, 
Deeside, Flintshire CH5 4JR. 

Dewsbury Bus Museum / West Riding Omnibus Museum Trust Based 
at Dewsbury Bus Museum an active band of like-minded enthusiasts work 
on a variety of more than 40 preserved vehicles from the West Riding 
of Yorkshire. Operators include West Riding, Yorkshire Woollen, County 
Motors, South Yorkshire, Halifax Corporation, Huddersfield Corporation, 
Pennine of Skipton and others. New members are always welcome. The 
museum building is usually open to members and potential new members 
every Monday and Saturday when restoration activity takes place. Potential 
new members are welcome to attend members meetings at the Royal 
Public House in Ravensthorpe on the third Monday of every month at 7pm. 
Three running days are the focus of activity in the months of March, August 
and November. To download a membership application form or confirm 
event dates visit www.dewsburybusmuseum.co.uk 

The Devon General Society is for those interested in buses in Devon, 
past, present and future. The smart and colourful red and ivory buses of 
Devon General were a much liked part of the South Devon scene for over 
fifty years since 1919. The Devon General Society was formed in 1982 to 
promote interest in the former Devon General company and its successors, 
also to stimulate the preservation of all aspects of the company's past 
for the benefit of future generations. For more information contact The 
Membership Secretary, 23 Barrack Road, Exeter, Devon EX2 5ED or visit: 
www.devongeneral.org.uk 
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Doncaster Omnibus & Light Railway Society was formed in 1958 by a 
group of local transport enthusiasts and in 1963 Doncaster Corporation 
entrusted the town's last trolleybus, No 375 to the society's care. Since 
then four Doncaster motorbuses have also been presented to us from 
the local transport authority, and a fifth has been donated to us by one of 
our members. Shortly after receiving the trolleybus, the society became 
involved with the creation of the Sandtoft Transport Centre, which over the 
years has become an established working transport museum. This project 
and the restoration and preservation of our vehicles are now the primary 
concerns of the Society. Regular social meetings for discussions and slide 
shows are held on the first Saturday of every month, usually at St Georges 
Church House commencing at 19.30. During the summer months, we 
occasionally attend historic vehicle rallies with one or more of our buses. 
Outings to places of transport interest are arranged from time to time ; 
details of these and our other activities are circulated to members in our bi¬ 
monthly newsletter 'Fleet-Lines'. To join our society please send an SAE to 
DO&LRS Membership, Southview, High Street, Barnby Dun, Doncaster DN3 
1DS or e-mail: mail@dolrs.org.uk or visit our website: www.dolrs.org.uk 

East Kent Nostalgic Bus & Coach Trust is the only charitable organisation 
protecting traditional values in bus preservation, with the largest 
collection of genuine East Kent Road Car Company (EKRCC) buses, 
coaches and artefacts. The Trust will ensure this collection is protected 
and continues to grow and be a focal point of local transport history 
in Kent. The Trust focuses on the people who played their part in the 
EKRCC history, from the bus and coach drivers, conductors, inspectors 
and engineers who kept the vehicles travelling around Kent; to the staff 
working in the travel offices giving passengers journeys through the 
Garden of England; historical sights across the UK; and European tours 
in luxury coaches — all helping the Trust by telling their stories to build 
the definitive EKRCC history. The Trust also offers FREE membership to 
ex-East Kent employees! However, the Trust is not just about preserving 
buses. The Trust will advance the education of the public by establishing 
one or more operational and static working museums, preserving and 
presenting the social engineering heritage of East Kent buses, coaches 
and artefacts for inspiration; learning; and research for the public benefit. 
You can find out more about our work only on our website: www. 
eastkentnostalgicbusandcoach.com and in our Social Club membership 
newsletter 'Just the Ticket'. The Trust is protecting East Kent nostalgia for 
everyone. Join us as we take you on a journey into history and become a 
part of the East Kent Nostalgic Bus & Coach Trust future! 

East Sussex Omnibus Society. Do you have an interest in buses? Why not 
call in at the Red Lion Public House, Stone Cross, just north of Eastbourne 
at 19.30 on the second Thursday of the month for one of our meetings by 
either guest speakers or Society members: no charge. Further information 
from the Meetings Secretary: John Bishop, Phone: 01323 843202 or e-mail: 
john@bishop144.fsnet.co.uk Website: www.eastsussexomnibus.org 

Eastern National Vehicle Owners Club and Friends of Eastern National. 

For all those with an interest in Eastern National, from owning a vehicle 
to just enjoying the history and riding the buses of Eastern National. 

The Eastern National Vehicle Owners Club has something for everyone 
including a quarterly newsletter, events and meetings. Membership is just 
£10 per year (UK Mainland only, others please contact us). For more details 
or to join see the website www.envoc.org.uk or write to: The Secretary, 
ENVOC, Mr J. Benee, 8 Harvester's, Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Maldon, Essex 
CM9 8UF. 
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Eastern Transport Collection Society. We are a preservation group 
located near Norwich which owns nine ex-ECOC Bristol vehicles dating 
from 1950 onwards. We attend rallies and events and issue a bi-monthly 
newsletter and magazine called Terminus. For details or to join, please 
send A5 sae to ETCS, 64 Angel Rd, Norwich NR3 3HT or e-mail: mike. 
lingard@easterntransportcollection.org.uk Our website is: http://www. 
easterntransportcollection.org.uk/ Registered Charity No.290666. 

Essex Bus Enthusiasts Group. Vehicle and route news of all Essex 
operators in our monthly glossy illustrated magazine 'Essex Bus News' 
which also includes historical features, meetings, photograph sales, coach 
tours and timetable subscription service. Details and sample magazine 
from EBEG, 272 Shoebury Road, Southend-on-Sea, Essex SSI 3TT. Visit our 
website: www.essexbus.org.uk 

Friends of Classic London Buses of the Fifties. The 'Friends' was formed 
last year to continue the good work of the former RT/RF Register. It is 
primarily for owners of London Transport and London Country RT, RF, GS, 
TD and RLH classes of vehicle and (despite the title) other minority types 
such as the STLs, MB/SM classes and later classes as modern as the DMS 
and BL. The Friends produce up to ten newsletters per year, the main 
focus of which is maintenance and repairs, technical advice, spares and 
other aspects such as legislation. Other relevant topics and historical 
information is covered as space permits. Membership Secretary is David 
Thrower, 49 Ackers Road, Stockton Heath, Cheshire WA4 2DZ; e-mail: david. 
throwerwarrington@ntlworld.com Membership runs for 12 months from 
the date of joining so you can join at any time during the year. Membership 
rates are £15 for UK/Europe, £20 for the rest of the world. E-mail only 
membership is £7.50 (worldwide) but Broadband is advisable. Please make 
cheques payable to'Friends of Classic London Buses of the Fifties'. 

Friends of the East Kent (FotEK) was set up in 1999 to encourage the 
preservation of the memory of the old East Kent Road Car Company Ltd 
and the preservation of former vehicles, artefacts and information. We also 
organise social events for former employees and their families and keep 
members up to date with news and forthcoming events. We would love to 
hear from anyone that worked for the old East Kent Road Car at any garage 
be it Ashford, Canterbury, Deal, Dover, Folkestone, Hastings, Herne Bay, New 
Romney or Thanet (Westwood), to share your memories. Also if you work 
for the current Stagecoach in East Kent, or own a preserved East Kent bus 
or coach or are even just a fan of our maroon and cream buses and coaches 
please get in touch and maybe even join us. We are always looking to expand 
our membership and all are welcome. Please feel free to browse our website 
and pay a visit to our news and events page to see our latest developments 
and dates for our forthcoming events: http://friendsoftheeastkent.weebly. 
com/ Membership is open to all, you don't even have to live in East Kent! 

The annual subscription is £7.50 for individuals or £10 for couples. For more 
information e-mail: ynot1944@talktalk.net or write to: Friends of the East 
Kent, 74 Trinity Place, Deal, Kent CT14 9HJ or telephone: 01304 381727 


GB Bus Group. Our enthusiasts' group was formed in 2006, in Birmingham, 
but its reputation has spread and we now have over 400 members across 
the country. Our members tell us the features they enjoy best in belonging 
to the Group are that it is friendly, provides a high quality 24 page monthly 
magazine 'Trident', the fact they can obtain a 20% price discount on all 
our publications, can go on organised trips to depots and that the annual 
subscription is a modest £13.60. Our main objective is to provide reliable 
information to our members on fleet news, but the free magazine also 
includes information on bygone vehicles — a monthly article appears 
about disposals and there is a 'where are they now?' section. Why don't you 



join us? To apply for membership, please visit our website or write to Hazel 
Roberts, 37 Abbey Place, Crewe CW1 4JR. We look forward to hearing from 
you. website: gb-bg.co.uk 

Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust. The collection ofaround 100 busesand 
commercial vehicles is based at Bridgeton Bus Garage, a former corporation 
bus garage, in Fordneuk Street, Glasgow. Membership applications 
welcomed. The Trust will be supporting various other events during 2016. 
Details of these will appear on the Trust's website and will be provided 
to B&CP as they become available. Public transport: First Glasgow 43,64 
to road end or 18,46, 263 to Bridgeton Cross (short walk) or ScotRail to 
Bridgeton (short walk). Details: Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust, 76 Fordneuk 
Street, Glasgow, G40 3AH. E-mail: info@gvvt.org Website: www.gvvt.org. 

H&DW&D: The Heritage Collection of Hants & Dorset and Wilts & Dorset 
known simply as H&DW&D are a small group of members who have a 
collection of Bristol VR, RE and LH types that served with Hants & Dorset or 
Wilts & Dorset in either Tilling, NBC or privatisation era's. The vehicles are in 
varying conditions with some roadworthy, some under restoration, some 
laid up awaiting attention and some rescued and perhaps looking for a new 
future restoration home. Vehicles are not on public view but the roadworthy 
vehicles do attend as many appropriate events as possible. The members 
between them have a huge wealth of information, photographs and 
memorabilia from these operating companies. Visit www.hdwdheritage.org 
or e-mail: hdwdheritage@gmail.com for any information required. 

Harrogate Transport Touring Society provides monthly meetings 
on transport related topics and a series of tours throughout the year 
to transport venues. Tours also pick up in Leeds and Bradford. A bi¬ 
monthly newsletter is published for members. For a sample newsletter 
and membership details contact The Secretary, HTTS, 9 Gordon Avenue, 
Harrogate HG1 3DH. 

Historic Commercial Vehicle Society. The HCVS was formed in 1958 
and caters for all types of commercial vehicles over 20 years old, including 
lorries, vans, buses and coaches, fire engines and steam vehicles. Monthly 
area meetings are held throughout the country in East Anglia, South 
Midlands, East Midlands, South West, North East, West Midlands, North 
Midlands, Yorkshire and London & South East, where members are able to 
get to know each other and enjoy a wide variety of speakers or take part in 
outdoor events. For more information visit our website www.hcvs.co.uk or 
e-mail: hcvs2011@gmail.com 

The Historic Commercial Vehicle Society (HCVS) London and South 
East Area welcomes new members. Area meetings are held on the first 
Tuesday of the month at Duncton Green Village Hall, London Road (A224), 
Duncton Green near Sevenoaks, Kent. Doors open at 19.30. For programme 
details or further information please telephone 01622 753783. 

The Friends of the Ipswich Transport Museum is the organisation for all 
supporters and volunteers associated with the Ipswich Transport Museum. 
Membership is open to anyone interested in the museum and its activities. 
Members receive news of museum developments by means of our regular 
bi-monthly news journal, the 'Priory Press'. This entertaining and informative 
publication contains details of the various restoration projects and 
maintenance work, general news items, colour photographs, and various 
historical features in addition to members' reports. The Friends organise 
trips and attend rallies held in most of East Anglia, which are open to 
members as day trips advertised in the magazine. The Friends also organise 
several social events in the year, including an annual meal and other less 
formal gatherings. Museum volunteers, most of which are members of 
the Friends of the Museum are essential for the day-to-day running of 
the museum. They carry out much of the vehicle restoration work and 
maintenance, as well as manning the tea rooms & shop, and acting as 
stewards. No particular skills are required by our volunteers, as a wide range 
of tasks are available for willing hands. The Museum has a varied collection 
of transport including trams, trolleybuses and buses, all built or operated 
in the Ipswich area. If you prefer to remain an armchair supporter, you are 
equally welcome to join us and we are sure you will enjoy our magazine. To 
request a membership application form and a free sample. 

Ipswich & District Historical Transport Society. Founded in 1963, this 
non-vehicle owning group meets between the months of September to 
May the following year, an annual excursion is also organised to a location 
with a transport interest. We invite local and national speakers to speak at 
our monthly meetings on their specialised transport subject of either Rail, 
Road, Air or Water. All our meetings are open to the general public with a 
small admission charge (which includes refreshments) being payable at the 
door, a yearly membership is also available. For further details contact the 
society Secretary, Mervyn Russen, 21, St.Leonards Road, Ipswich IP3 9AU. 

Tel 01473 414746 or visit our website at www.idhts.co.uk 
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Isle of Wight Bus Museum. Established in 1997, the Museum welcomes 
new members to help with the ongoing programme of vehicle restoration 
and ways to improve and make the museum even better. Just by taking 
out a membership subscription you are helping to fund the museum 
project. Additionally you will receive the quarterly journal The Enterprise' 
containing news and information about the museum with articles and 
photos reflecting on the past. Annual subscription is Adult £16.50, Senior 
Citizen/children under 16 years £13.50. Please write enclosing SAE to: 
Richard Newman (Membership Secretary), 9 St Johns Wood Road, Ryde, 

Isle of Wight P033 1HP. Visit our website: www.iwbusmuseum.org.uk 

The Leyland Society was formed in 1998 with the objective of promoting 
the study and recording of all Leyland products. Annual membership 
entitles you to our quarterly high quality magazine Leyland Torque and 
an annual Journal, an A4 magazine produced on high quality art paper 
featuring articles on Leyland activities in the home and export markets. 

If you are interested in Leylands then why not join those with similar 
interests and become a member of the Society. Last year we reached 
the significant milestone with the issue of membership number 1000. 
Membership is currently £20 per year and full details can be obtained from 
Mr David J. Moores, Membership Secretary, 10 Lady Gate, Diseworth, Derby 
DE74 2QF. We also produce our own publications on Leyland products and 
the new 'Fleet Series' books are proving very popular with enthusiasts. Our 
latest publication documents the activities of Ribble and their pioneering 
operation of double-deck coaches. Full details of the society, its activities, 
publications and organized events can be found on our website www. 
Leylandsociety.co.uk 

Leyland National Group. Formed in 1997 to cater for enthusiasts, 
operators, owners and preservationists of the Leyland National and its 
derivatives. Members receive many benefits including a colour illustrated 
quarterly magazine containing fleet news, preservation news, rally reports, 
profiles on preserved Nationals, articles, question and answers section, 
classified adverts, photographs and many other items of National interest. 
Members also get exclusive access to the Member's only area on the 
Group's website which contains hundreds of Leyland National pictures. 

UK membership 1 year: £12 (£8 over 60/under 16) 5 years (10% discount): 
£54 (£36 over 60). Cheques/POs made payable to 'Leyland National Group'. 
Enquire for overseas rates. Leyland National Group clothing and magazine 
back issues also available, see website or enquire for more details. For 
more information or to join send an SAE to: Leyland National Group 
(BCP), 27 Dukeshill Road, Bracknell, Berks. RG42 2DU; Tel: 01344 640095, 
E-mail: enquiries@leylandnationalgroup.org or visit our website: www. 
leylandnationalgroup.org 

Lincolnshire Road Transport Museum, Whisby Road, North Hykeham, 
Lincoln LN6 3QT. Home to a collection of over 65 vintage cars, buses and 
commercial vehicles dating from the 1920s to 1980s. There are also many 
interesting displays of transport history. Group and school visits welcome 
by arrangement. 

Leicester Transport Heritage Trust is an organisation for those interested 
in the road transport history in the Leicester and Leicestershire area. 

For a membership fee of £20 per annum you receive the highly 
claimed quarterly journal 'Leicester Wheels'. Members can get involved 
with vehicle restoration and help research local transport history. Regular 
social meetings are held on a monthly basis in Leicester along with other 
transport events. For more details Membership Secretary 8 Ingrams Way, 
Wigston, Leicester, LE18 3TU. email info@ltht.org.ukwww.ltht.org.uk 

Liverpool & Lancashire Transport Society. We are a group of bus and 

commercial transport enthusiasts based at Holmeswood in Lancashire 
with over twenty five vehicles in our collection. The Society was formed to 
escape the politics of some societies which in our view were destroying our 
hobby. We issue four newsletters a year and offer our members the chance 
to work to broaden their skills or just plain enthusiasm on our vehicles. 
Write to our membership secretary for details (SAE please): Darren Kewley- 
Smith, 1 Lathom Avenue, Seaforth, Liverpool L21 1EB. 

The London Bus Preservation Trust. Founded in 1972, this Registered 
Charity owns and operates London Bus Museum at Brooklands, Weybridge, 
Surrey which evolved from the former private museum at Cobham. The 
Museum is located near junction 10 of the M25 (A3). The Trust owns 
around 40 former London buses, coaches, service vehicles and associated 
small artefacts such as bus shelters and stops, covering the 1870s to the 
1970s, of which some 30 are always on display with the remainder in the 
working fleet or under restoration. The Museum has provisional Accredited 
Museum status and is open daily, except over Christmas, under a joint 
admission ticket with Brooklands Museum. The Trust is renowned for the 
quality and accuracy of its restorations and a number of newly-rebuilt 
buses are scheduled to be re-launched during the next few years. As 
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well as the vehicles, the Trust maintains an archive of material related to 
London buses such as its photographic & film collection, maps, timetables, 
engineering drawings, internal LT papers and books. The Museum holds a 
number of special events during the year of which the most notable is the 
annual Spring Gathering, held every April since 1974. Membership of the 
Trust stands at around 800 and is open to all who supports its objectives. 
Members receive numerous benefits including unlimited free entry to the 
Museum (and to Brooklands Museum), bus trips, a quarterly magazine and a 
monthly e-newsletter. The entire Museum is run by volunteers drawn from 
the ranks of the membership. Annual membership costs see our website 
www.londonbusmuseum.com or from londonbusmuseum@btinternet.com 
or write to Membership, London Bus Museum, Cobham Hall, Brooklands 
Road, Weybridge KT13 OQN. Tel: 01932 837994. 

The M&D and East Kent Bus Club offers comprehensive information 
on Arriva, Stagecoach and all other operators in Kent and East Sussex. 
Membership facilities include our monthly magazine 'Invicta', a wide range 
of photographs, fleet histories and other historical publications, tours, local 
meetings and preservation of our ex-M&D Bristol K6A. Details from 42 St 
Albans Hill, Hemel Hempstead, Herts. HP3 9NG or from our sales stand at 
local events. 

The MacBrayne Circle, founded in 1990 consists of a group of enthusiasts 
dedicated to maintaining and preserving the memory and historical name 
of David MacBrayne Ltd. Since 1992 a small but energetic number of Circle 
members have acquired and successfully restored a fleet of MacBrayne 
buses and coaches. Currently 12 vehicles have been restored to roadworthy 
condition, allowing them to participate at rallies, gala days, fetes etc. held 
throughout Scotland during the summer months. For details please contact 
Mr Martin Walker, Treasurer and Membership Secretary, 6 Beech Mount 
Road, Lenzie, Glasgow G66 5AD or e-mail: walkercontracts@hotmail.com 

The Greater Manchester Transport Society is the society for those 
interested in the development of road passenger transport in Greater 
Manchester. Volunteer members administer and operate the Museum of 
Transport in Manchester and run the Society's full calendar of events, held 
all year round, including the well-known Trans Lancs Rally. All support 
given is appreciated, whether it be maintaining the Museum exhibits or 
keeping the administration going. There are various levels of membership 
depending on how much time you want to commit but membership 
benefits for all include a bi-monthly Journal and free Museum admission, 
plus discounts in our well stocked shop full of diecast models, videos/ 

CDs, and books. Write to the Membership Secretary, GMTS, Museum 
of Transport, Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester, M8 8UW, for an 
introductory pack, or e-mail email@gmts.co.uk. Visit www.gmts.co.uk for 
further information. 

Manx Electric Railway Society. Formed almost 35 years ago in order to 
promote interest in, and the retention of the Isle of Man's Manx Electric 
Railway as a whole, at reasonable cost. Additionally, through the pages 
of our journal Manx Transport Review, the Society details developments 
within all of the Island's transport systems, including bus and coach 
operations and frequently features historic or special articles about the 
industry. Membership of the Society is due on April 1 each year and 
currently costs £8 per annum (Isle of Man & UK residents) or £10 per annum 
(Eire & rest of the world). Junior membership (under 18: please state age) 
is available at half the cost of ordinary membership. Details of the Society, 
including sample magazine, can be obtained from: Manx Electric Railway 
Society, PO Box 117, Douglas, Isle of Man IM99 US. E-mail: enquiries@mers. 
org.im; Website: www.mers.org.im 
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Merseyside Bus Club. Interested in buses on Merseyside and surrounding 
areas? Get to know local enthusiasts with similar interests by joining the 
Merseyside Bus Club. Monthly meetings in Liverpool with guest speakers, 
day tours to places of interest, annual week-long holiday tour. For joining 
details, free copy of our bi-monthly Review and sample tour itineraries 
please contact David Godsmark, 94 Edward Gardens, Martinscroft, 
Warrington Wal 4QT. Our website is: www.merseysidebusclub.org 

Merseyside Tramway Preservation Society was formed in 1960 by 
students from Liverpool University who wanted to save one of the Green 
Goddess tramcars, then operating in Glasgow. The Society's vehicles now 
operate on the 1.5-mile Wirral Heritage Tramway. Membership benefits 
include free travel on the Wirral Tramway and free admittance to the 
National Tramway Museum, Crich (except on special days) and a quarterly 
newsletter; our website is kept up to date with the latest news. Members 
are also encouraged to join our volunteer working parties at the Museum in 
keeping the fleet on the road. Coach trips and other events, including the 
annual Wirral Bus & Tram Show are also organised during the year. Details 
from Merseyside Tramway Preservation Society, Wirral Transport Museum, 
Taylor Street, Birkenhead or visit: www.mtps.co.uk 

The National Trolleybus Association was formed in 1963 to promote 
trolleybus preservation. We publish 'Trolleybus Magazine' six times a 
year, the world's foremost periodical on trolleybuses, to help preserve 
Bournemouth 202, our open-topper and running at Carlton Colville, 
Huddersfield 541, nearing restoration at Sandtoft, Hastings 45, built in 1928, 
Wolverhampton 654, the last Guy trolleybus built and Belfast 168, Ireland's 
last trolleybus. Membership and magazine subscription is available see 
our website. Please write to I. Martin, Membership Secretary, 2 St. John's 
Close, Claines, Worcester WR3 7PT for details and a free sample copy of our 
magazine or go to www.trolleybus.co.uk/nta 

The North East Bus Preservation Trust. Created in the 1980s as NEBPS, The 
North East Bus Preservation Trust gained charitable status in recent times. 
We have a membership approaching 150, and a large collection of vehicles 
several of which are being restored to the highest standard. Our well 
presented running fleet dates from 1931 and the most modern acquisitions 
are an Olympian and a Lynx, so there something here for everyone. We hold 
four major running events through the season: two seafront gatherings, one 
where we run a City Park and Ride Service and another at one of the largest 
shopping complexes in Europe. The NEBPT enjoys good corporate, as well 
as local bus groups and private owner support, resulting in well attended, 
colourful, and always successful running days. Our heritage, museums and 
charitable work helps create an active society dedicated to keeping old 
wheels turning. If you have an interest in buses /coaches which ran in, or 
have a link with the North East of England, an enquiry will result in NEBPT 
information and fleet list being posted out. An annual membership fee of 
£15 will bring you a bi-monthly newsletter and an opportunity to join a 
group which is always striving to move forward. Contact us via our website: 
www.nebpt.co.uk where you can join online, or write to the Membership 
Secretary, NEPBT, 32 Huntingdon Drive, Cramlington, NE23 2FB. You can be 
assured of a warm welcome and a prompt response. 

The Omnibus Society. The OS offers you the chance to hear topical 
presentations from industry managers at regular meetings in London 
and at branches throughout the country. Other benefits of membership 
include visits and study tours, a bi-monthly magazine, supplemented by 
local branch bulletins; historical research groups; access to the Society's 
extensive library and photographic archive and regular OSMART sales 
catalogues of books, timetables and other enthusiast items. Our postal 
address The Omnibus Society, 100-102 Sandwell Street, Walsall, WS1 3EB 



Omnibus Society Yorkshire/North West. If you are interested in buses old 
or new and live in Yorkshire or the North West, have you considered joining 
the local branch of the Omnibus Society to meet like-minded enthusiasts? 
For a modest subscription you will receive a bi-monthly glossy magazine 
and a monthly bulletin, we also organise visits to operators, route study 
tours and talks by distinguished transport people. For further details send 
a 9x6 SAE to the Hon. Secretary (BCP), Paul Wilkinson, 10 Bradley Close, 
Timperley, Altrincham WA15 6SH. 

The Oxfordshire Bus Enthusiasts Society holds monthly meetings in 
central Oxford for those with an interest in buses & coaches world wide, 
past and present. Meetings feature talks from speakers covering a range of 
bus or coach related topics. Membership is £20 per year, For membership 
details send SAE to Christopher Chris-Moore, OxBusEs Secretary, 55 
Gainsborough Green, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, 0X14 5JL, e-mail: oxbuses@ 
gmail.com or visit: www.oxbuses.webs.com 

Plymouth City Transport Preservation Group. Formed in July 2006 with 
the intention of preserving vehicles from the City Corporation fleet and 
archiving records and artefacts along with making the vehicles accessible 
to the public and enthusiasts alike. We can now offer membership and 
opportunities for like minded enthusiasts to become involved in their 
development. Yearly membership available: Adults £12, Family £20, 
Concession (under 16/over 60) £8. Download a membership form from 
www.plymouthcitytransport.co.uk or send a cheque (payable to Plymouth 
City Transport Preservation Group) with SAE to: The Secretary, PCT 
PG, 7 Greenfield Drive, Ivybridge, Devon PL21 OUG. Email - enquiries@ 
plymouthcitytransport.co.uk 

Potteries: interested in Potteries Motor Traction (PMT) buses? The 

Potteries Omnibus Preservation Society is for all interested in Potteries past 
and present. For a membership application form send an SAE to POPS, 58 
Newcastle Street, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 3QF, e-mail: 44lf88@gmail. 
com or visit: http://potteriesomnibus.wordpress.com 

The Provincial Society. The Society was formed in 2003 to bring together 
people interested in all aspects of the operation and vehicles of the former 
Provincial Tramways Company, The Gosport & Fareham Omnibus Company 
and Provincial Bus Company for 1878 to the present day. For more 
information and an application form, contact the Membership Secretary: 
Gerry Tormey, 30 Wises Court, Mumby Road, Gosport, Hants P012 1DD (SAE 
please) or e-mail: membership@provincialsociety.org or visit our website 
www.provincialsociety.org 

The City of Portsmouth Preserved Transport Depot Volunteers are 
restoring and renovating former Portsmouth Corporation vehicles as well 
as those from other parts of the south coast, and we need mechanics, 
body builders, carpenters, vehicle electricians and upholsterers to join 
our ranks, as well as 'armchair' supporters. Members receive at least four 
copies annually of our magazine, the Broad Street Broad Sheet and will 
be able to assist in the operation of the vintage bus services for which we 
have become well known since 2000. Membership is £18 per year with 
reductions for juniors and seniors. For further information please contact 
Mrs. Ann Warrington, Membership Secretary, 4 Swallow Wood, Fareham, 
Hampshire P016 8UF or email: membership@cpptd.co.uk 

Reading Transport Enthusiasts Club. A small friendly group 
of enthusiasts are waiting to welcome new members to our club! We have 
a varied calendar every year in which we attend several country-wide 
events, running days and rallies travelling on a just as varied and interesting 
selection of vehicles. Our itinerary also includes a couple of weekend trips, 
last year, one to Cornwall and one to North Wales to visit heritage railways, 
museums and unusual transport related installations. This year's main trip is 
a 12-day trip around the country in August through Wales and right around 
Ireland on a Routemaster! Membership is £10 per year, so if interested 
please contact Adam Conner, 94 Mayer House, Chatham Place, Reading, 

RG1 7AN ore-mail:adamconner1859@hotmail.co.uk. 

Rhymney Valley Transport Preservation Society boasts the largest 
collection of former Rhymney Valley District Council buses as well as a cross 
section of other vehicles with Welsh connections. Members have their 
own web newsletter in the award-winning website www.welsh-transport- 
heritage.co.uk For further details contact John Evans/Simon Robert, RVTPS, 
59 Cardiff Road, Bargoed CF81 8PA or e-mail: rvtps@welsh-transport- 
heritage.co.uk 

Ribble Enthusiasts 7 Club. A regular monthly bulletin is issued within 
which is contained the latest club news; visit and tour reports; vehicle and 
service news covering the major and many of the independent operators 
in the north west; an archive section recalling memories in articles and 
illustrations of Ribble and its joint operators from earlier days. Visits and 
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tours are arranged throughout the year and the sales stall attends many 
of the rallies in the north west. Details of membership can be obtained 
from the Membership Secretary, 203 Brindle Road, Bamber Bridge, Preston, 
Lancs. PR5 6YL. Please enclose an SAE. 

Ribble Vehicle Preservation Group offers membership to those who 
wish to support the activities of the Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust, 
dedicated to preserving the vehicles, artefacts and archives of the former 
Ribble Motor Services and associated companies. Members receive a 
quarterly, high quality magazine RVPG News, which reports on the Trust's 
restoration activities and contains articles of interest about Ribble. They 
can travel on Trust vehicles on-route to rallies and heritage gatherings and 
also have the opportunity to actually work on restoring the vehicles, if that 
is their interest. Membership is £15 per annum and further details can be 
obtained from the Membership Secretary, Ashfield Lodge, Lea Road, Lea 
Town, Preston PR4 ORA or www.rvpt.co.uk 

Samuel Ledgard Society. Founded in 1998 to further the appreciation of 
this legendary bus company. Quarterly journal and many events arranged 
for members during the year. Joining fee £5 per year. Information from SLS, 
58 Kirklees Drive, Farsley, Pudsey LS28 5TE. Tel: 0113 236 3695. 

The Selnec Preservation Society specialises in the area generally 
overlooked by other preservation groups, the development of rear-engined 
buses which first appeared in prototype format in 1956. We have assisted 
in the preservation of over 70 vehicles from the Manchester City Transport, 
Selnec and Greater Manchester Transport eras. Membership of the Society 
is £15 a year, which includes a Membership card, Substantial support 
documentation, three Newsletters a year, free entry to our storage premises 
in Leigh and free involvement in road runs, rallies and shows. For further 
details please contact The Membership Secretary, The SELNEC Preservation 
Society, 267 Rivington Crescent, Pendlebury, Swinton, Manchester M27 
8TQ. Please visit our websites: www.selnec.org.uk or www.selnec.com, or 
e-mail: webmaster@selnec.org.uk 

Sheffield Transport Study Group. Our main aim is to record the past 
activities of locally based transport undertakings and companies in this 
area that not only manufactured lorries and cars, but steam engines too. 

We hold quarterly meetings in Sheffield and publish a quarterly magazine, 
The Journal. Annual membership is £12 which includes four issues of The 
Journal. We also have an active outings section when members visit some 
place of interest and in addition the group holds an extensive selection of 
local bus post cards for sale to members. We are in course of establishing 
a website, visit: www.sheffieldtransport.com for more details. A sample 
Journal and membership application form will be sent in response to any 
enquiries. More details are available from Tom Robinson, 20 Ferndale Road, 
Coal Aston, Dronfield, Derbyshire SI 8 3BT. 

The Solent Omnibus Club. 1969 saw the formation of the Solent Omnibus 
Club, a monthly meeting for bus and coach enthusiasts in and around 
South Hampshire, focusing on the area between Lymington in the west, 
Winchester to the north and Chichester in the east. Many of the Club's 
original members still attend today, a testament to the friendly and 
welcoming environment the Club prides itself on. We meet on the first 
Friday of each month, with talks and slide shows held locally. Every other 
month we also produce and email to members an illustrated newsletter. 
New members and guests will receive a warm welcome. To find out more 
visit www.freewebs.com/solent-omnibus-club or telephone 02392 731061 

The South Wales Transport Preservation Trust, based in Swansea, is a 
registered charity established in 2005 with the aim of preserving, restoring 
and displaying buses and coaches of former public transport companies 
of South and West Wales. Our impressive range of almost 50 vehicles, of 
which 14 are presently restored, can be viewed at Swansea Bus Museum. The 
collection comprises buses and coaches from South Wales Transport, United 
Welsh, Morris Bros., Rees & Williams, Swan Motor Co, Neath & Cardiff Coaches, 
Llynfi Coaches, Red & White, Western Welsh and London Transport. We also 
have a small display of other vehicles, including Scammell Scarabs and a 
Green Goddess fire engine. The museum is run entirely by an enthusiastic 
band of volunteers but more help and support is always needed. Further 
details of our activities and membership can be found on our website at 
www.swanseabusmuseum.com or via e-mail at info@swtbusgroup.org.uk 

South Wales Transport (Preservation) Museum, SA1 Business Park, 

Fabian Way, Swansea, SA1 8PQ. The only museum dedicated to the vehicles 
of the former South Wales Transport Company Ltd of Russell St, Swansea 
and its historically attached transport companies, United Welsh, N&C, The 
Swan Bus Co, Morris Bros and others, also a selection of British Railways 
vehicles and artefacts, established at Hafod, Swansea in 2006. We are now 
at Fabian Way, Swansea on the SA1 Enterprise Park (the old ALCAN works), 
look for the new dock entrance, we now have 50,000 sq ft at our disposal, 
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The SELNEC Preservation Society maintains a fleet of over 70 vehicles including 
Leyland Titan GMT4002 (ANE 2T). 


generous inside space is available at reasonable rates, volunteers are always 
welcome! We're at three local shows in 2011 so look in the Enthusiast press 
for details. Details of the Museum from: alan_buses_turkey@yahoo.co.uk 

The Southdown Enthusiasts 7 Club provides comprehensive vehicle, 
route and other news of major operators along the south coast from 
Southampton to Thanet. Our subscription is £23pa for which all members 
receive a monthly 'Journal' of up to 56 pages packed with news and 
information. Founded in 1954 originally for the association of people 
interested in Southdown Motor Services Limited, our coverage has 
gradually expanded. Our range of publications increases annually and 
our photographic service is unequalled with views of nearly every 
Southdown vehicle during the past 60+ years and many others of various 
operators as well. For an application form, list of current publications and 
other details please write (with sae) to the Hon. Secretary, SEC (BCP) at 11 
High Cross Fields, Crowborough, East Sussex, TN6 2SN. Website: www. 
southdownenthusiastsclub.org.uk 

Swindon Vintage Omnibus Society as formed in 1968. It's members 
are proud to own two vehicles a Daimler CVG6 and a Bristol RESL both 
were new to Swindon Corporation . During the rally season the vehicles 
are entered at rallies. A bi-monthly magazine is produced and sent to all 
members. For a sample of the magazine send an SAE (envelope A5) to 
the secretary D Nicol, 10 Fraser Close, Nythe, Swindon, Wilts. SN3 3RP. 
Membership Fee's are: Adult £12, Child £6, Senior Citizen (over 60 years) 

£10. Website: www.freewebs.com/svos112168 

The SYT B10M Group was set up in June 2011. Our aim is simply to preserve 
one of the Alexander PS-bodied Volvo B10M-55s which were delivered to SYT/ 
Mainline in the 1990s and were in service in Sheffield, Rotherham, Doncaster 
and even ventured into Barnsley. These vehicles served the streets of South 
Yorkshire for 20 years, beginning service in 1990 and the last B10M ran in 
South Yorkshire in July 2010. There were 180 of these vehicles delivered, 
numbered 601-780 in the Mainline fleet consisting of 6 batches. A few of 
these vehicles survive in training fleets and there are still a few examples 
in service with First (who took over Mainline) in places such as Glasgow, 
Edinburgh and Hampshire. The cost of joining the group is £5 per month for 
children, students and unwaged and £10 per month for normal membership. 

Telford Bus Group is formed of transport enthusiasts and owners 
within Shropshire, Staffordshire and West Midland areas. The group was 
established at the beginning of 1990 to cater for transport enthusiasts, 
in particular buses. Members are invited to come along and travel on 
member's vehicles to a number of Transport related events throughout 
the year. The group is known for its interest in the Bedford VAL chassis. A 
small number of group members still own a number of examples. As well 
as the Bedford VALs, the group is famously known for the preservation 
of ex-Greater Manchester Daimler Fleetline Mancunian, RNA 236J (2236), 
which has visited a large number of events since acquired for preservation 
in 1984. Membership is £6 adult, £3 children, £2.50 spouse or £10 family. 
Membership of theTBG includes a bi-monthly newsletter (available either 
electronically or paperback) updating members of current activities/ 
trips within the group, updates on member's vehicles, updates of known 
Bedford VAL activities, as well as other transport related items. Members 
are invited to travel on member's vehicles to transport related events 
around the country. More information can be found on our website at 
www.telfordbus.org.uk, or contact Dean Howdle (Publicity Officer) on 
07968 410306, e-mail: telfordbusgroup@btinternet.com (note new e-mail 
address), or write to Telford Bus Group, 2 Clifton Avenue, Brownhills, Walsall, 
West Midlands, WS8 7DU. 
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SOCIETIES DIRECTORY 


Thames Valley and Aldershot Bus Interest Circle. Formed in 1986 as the 
Alder Valley Interest Circle, with a couple of minor name changes we are 
now as above. We cover all companies in and around the former operating 
areas of the two well-known and respected companies. A newsletter is 
published approximately every 4-6 weeks. Our current subscription is 
£9.00 and details with sample newsletter are available from Brian J. Hawes, 
129 Wycombe Lane, Wooburn Green, Bucks. HP10 OHJ or e-mail: brian@ 
hawesp29.freeserve.co.uk 

Three Counties Bus and Commercial Vehicle Museum. Founded in 1999 
we are a registered charity set up with the long term aim of establishing a 
working museum in the Beds, Bucks & Herts area for buses, coaches and 
commercial vehicles. We have a number of vehicles owned by our members 
on one site and we hold a regular working day on Tuesdays at which 
any member is welcome to participate. Membership is £12 per year and 
includes monthly meetings at which invited speakers talk on a variety of 
transport subjects. Further details from our Membership Secretary Mr Roy 
Warren, 120 Biscot Road, Luton LU3 1 AX. Our website: www.3cbcvm.org.uk 

Transpire: The Chesterfield Bus Society. If you have an interest in bus and 

coach operation in North Derbyshire centred around Chesterfield, then our 
£11 annual membership fee will provide you with a bi-monthly newsheet 
and an invitation to join in Society events including film evenings, tours 
of local operators and discount fares to rallies throughout the country. 
Stagecoach East Midland, Trent, Hulleys, TM Travel are just a selection of 
operators Transpire have good relations with and official fleet information 
is regularly available to our Society. For further details or to apply for 
membership please contact the Secretary, Chris Corroy, 169 Hunloke 
Avenue, Walton, Chesterfield S40 3EA. 

The Transport Ticket Society offers a wide range of facilities including 
a monthly illustrated journal, publications, an extensive range of ticket 
distributions of road, rail, air and water tickets, plus tokens, all at moderate 
prices, a ticket exchange pool, ticket exchange circuits and postal auctions. 
The Society actively encourages research into the history of tickets, ticket 
equipment and related matters and is a founder member of the Roads & 
Road Transport History Association. There are regular historical articles in 
the 'Journal' and longer works appear as special publications. The Society 
library has a wide range of publications and reference works on tickets and 
related matters. New members are very welcome, whatever their areas 
of interest and whether beginners or established collectors. Details from 
the membership secretary, S.A. Skeavington, 6 Breckbank, Forest Town, 
Mansfield NG19 OPZ or visit www.transport-ticket.org.uk 

Transport Yorkshire Preservation Group exists to encourage interest 
in the vehicles of the West Yorkshire PTE, its predecessors Leeds City 
Transport (etc) and it successor Yorkshire Rider. The group owns a number 
of interesting vehicles, including LCT's last bus, Atlantean SUG 591M, and a 
number of early Optare models, including their very first double deck bus, 
C507KBT. Please visit http://www.typg.org.uk for more information or write 
via Unit 591,57 Great George Street, Leeds LSI 3AJ or email info@typg.org.uk 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft has the largest collection of historic 
trolleybuses in the World. Around 20 are now back in running order and 
the number is growing. By becoming a memberyou will be supporting 
the museum; you can also be a volunteer and help run the museum — 
we need all sorts of talents for the myriad of tasks that have to be done. 
Membership is £15pa, Family and junior members £9pa which gives you a 
quarterly magazine Sandtoft Scene and free entry to the museum. Apply to 
the Membership Secretary, The Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft, 
Doncaster, North Lincolnshire, DN8 5SX. 

Vale of Glamorgan Bus Preservation Group is a group of enthusiasts 
formed to operate and preserve all types of passenger vehicles and 
to establish a working museum. Membership is open to all as we wish 
to encourage interest amongst people with a wide range of skills and 
interests, so whether a bus owner or not please contact Mark Harris, 3 
St Pauls Avenue, Penarth, South Glamorgan CF64 3PQ or e-mail mark@ 
harris5448.fsnet.co.uk 

The Wessex Transport Society welcomes members from all over the 
United Kingdom. Based in Bournemouth, during the winter months 
(October-March) regular meetings and talks are held, normally on the 
last Saturday of each month. In the summer we offer trips to rallies, open 
days and other transport related events. Our membership fee includes a 
bi-monthly magazine, 'Review', packed with society and general news, 
members' articles and photographs. You are made to feel more than 'just 
a member', we warmly welcome and already have members spanning all 
ages and from many different walks of life. Send A4 SAE for details to Mike 
Caldicott, 7 Priory Dene, 47 Cavendish Road, Bournemouth BH1 IRA or 
telephone 01202 293245. 


The West Country Historic Omnibus & Transport Trust aims to preserve 
and restore a representative collection of vehicles from Cornwall, Devon, 
Dorset and Somerset and to maintain an archive of material relating to 
the manufacture and operation of commercial road transport in the South 
West. WHOTT now owns more than 15 vehicles covering the period from 
1946 to 1994, including traditional half-cab buses, commercial vehicles, 
coaches and minibuses. By becoming a friend of WHOTT for just £19 per 
annum you will receive our quality quarterly newsletter 'WHOTT's NEWS' 
as well as enjoying other special benefits and the opportunity to help in a 
wide variety of ways, enabling us to safeguard the collection and archives 
for future generations to learn from and enjoy. For further information and/ 
or a membership form please visit: www.busmuseum.org.uk or write to 
WHOTT, Kalmia, Church Road, Colaton Raleigh, Devon, EX10 OLW or WHOTT 
Membership, 6 Oak Drive, Portishead, BS20 6SS 

West Midlands Transport Circle. Dealing with all forms of transport, 
we meet on the second Wednesday of each month (except August) at 
Bradmore Community Centre, junction Bradmore Road and Birches Barn 
Road, Wolverhampton, commencing at 19.40. To join, just turn up at one 
of our meetings without obligation or send a cheque for £5 (payable to 
West Midlands Transport Circle) for a year's subscription (February-January) 
to our Treasurer: D.M. Gauden, 2 Walkers Fold, Willenhall, Walsall 
WV12 5PB. Guest speakers also welcome, please contact Alex MacMillan, 

57 School Road, Tettenhall Wood, Wolverhampton WV6 8EP. 

Telephone: 01902 746828. 

Workington Transport Heritage Trust. Based in the birthplace of Leyland 
Nationals, Lynxes and Olympians, we maintain and operate buses with 
local connections. The Trust and associated private owners care for 10 ex- 
Cumberland Motor Services buses, plus seven others, five fire appliances 
and an ice cream van. Having a temporary lease on Workington's old fire 
station on King Street, we use this as a base for some our collection of 
vehicles plus displays of local transport and industry. A number of themed 
events are also held here. Join us at our Built in Workington rally on 19th 
July 2015, or on our annual free Boxing Day bus services around West 
Cumbria where at least 4 buses will be in use. Membership is still only £10 a 
year with quarterly colour newsletter. Full details and list of events at www. 
wtht.co.uk, or www.builtinworkington.com or contact us at enquiries@ 
wtht.co.uk 

The Transport Museum Wythall. The Birmingham & Midland Motor 
Omnibus Trust has been developing The Transport Museum, Wythall for 
over 25 years. The museum in Chapel Lane, Wythall, accommodates one of 
the most significant collections of preserved buses in the country, as well as 
battery electric road vehicles. The emphasis is on Midlands buses, including 
the largest collection of Midland Red vehicles, many designed and built by 
the operator itself and now unique. The museum is a licensed bus operator 
and rides are an important part of event days. All facets of the museum 
are staffed by volunteers. Most people have a talent that the museum can 
use, such as maintaining buses, buildings and grounds, staffing buses, the 
cafeteria and shop, archive cataloguing; not to forget restoration — you 
don't have to be an engineering genius although they're needed too! A 
bi-monthly newsletter keeps you up-to-date with the latest developments. 
Help Wythall's progress by joining; contact the Membership Secretary, 
BaMMOT, 26 Teazel Avenue, Birmingham B30 ILZ.Tel: 01564 826471 
www.wythall.org.uk or Email: enquiries@wythall.org.uk 



One of a small number of BMMO D9s of Wythall, 3016 HA spent time on 
sightseeing work in London and, given its now open-top configuration, retains its 
London red-based livery. 
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